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VIDEO SETUPS TO FIT YOUR BUDGET 



Make a wish 

Cool gifts for that 
someone special 
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Fix problems in 
GarageBand and 
Microsoft Office, 
£t get in touch with 
your inner geek 
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New Apple iMac G5 
Trade-up Offers! 


Trade-in any working iMacf on Apple’s brand new iMac G5 
to experience the dramatic speed and power of die world’s 
greatest personal computer. 

But hurry call Designwyse now - diese iMac G5 
trade-up offers will end 15th December 2004! 



Hurry, offers end 15th December 2004! 


Trade-up from these 
Apple iMacs and eMacs 


To these New Apple 
iMac G5 models 


For these 
changeover prices 


G3 iMac (slot load only) . worth $200 

G4 eMac 17”. worth $600 

G4 iMac 15” LCD . worth $800 

G4 iMac 17” LCD . worth $ 1,000 

G4 iMac 20” LCD . worth $ 1,800 


iMac G5 1.6GHz 17” Combo 


1.6GHz G5, 256MB RAM 80GB HD, SuperDrive, 
NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200, F/Wire 800, 1GB ethemet, 
USB, 56K, KB & Mouse, OSX 10.3 $2,199 


. .changeover price 
. .changeover price 
. .changeover price 
. .changeover price 
. .changeover price 


..$1,995 

..$1,595 

..$1,395 

..$1,195 

..$399 


$22/w 

$17/w 

$15/w 

$13/w 

N/A 


G3 iMac (slot load only) . worth $200 

G4 eMac 17”. worth $600 

G4 iMac 15” LCD . worth $800 

G4 iMac 17” LCD . worth $ 1,000 

G4 iMac 20” LCD . worth $ 1,800 


iMac G5 1.8GHz 17” SuperDrive 

1.8GHz G5,512MB RAM 160GB HD, SuperDrive, GeForce FX 
5200 Ultra 64MB, F/Wire 800,1GB ethemet, USB, 56K, KB & 
Mouse, OSX 10.3 $2,499 


.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 


. $2,295 $24/w 
. $1,895 $20/w 
. $1,695 $18/w 
.$1,495 $l6/w 
.$695 N/A 


G3 iMac (slot load only) . worth $200 

G4 eMac 17”. worth $600 

G4 iMac 15” LCD . worth $800 

G4 iMac 17” LCD . worth $ 1,000 

G4 iMac 20” LCD . worth $ 1,800 


iMac G5 1.6GHz 20” SuperDrive 

Dual 1.8GHz G5, 512MB RAM 160GB HD, SuperDrive, 
GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 64MB, F/Wire 800,1GB E/net, 
USB, 56K, KB & Mouse, OSX 10.3 $3,199 


.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 
.changeover price 


.$2,995 

.$2,595 

.$2,395 

.$2,195 

$1,395 


$31/w 

$27/w 

$25/w 

$23/w 

$15/w 


-iMac G3 slot load and above in good condition with keyboard & mouse. 

Trade-in Conditions: Trade-in values only apply to the above changeover prices, and are paid or credited against new equipment after receipt and testing of the traded-in equipment which must include 
keyboard and mouse.Trade-in equipment must be in working, undamaged condition or the trade-in value will vary. Clients are responsible for the safe shipment of their trade-ins.This offer ends on the 15th of Decemj 


Authorised Reseller 


4/200 Princes Highway Website: www.desigriwyse.com.au 
Dandenong VIC 3175 Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 


DWMW1204I.HP1 






















































New PowerMac G5 
Trade-up Offers! 

Irade-in any working G3 (blue & white) or PowerMac G4 on a 
Drand new Powermac G3 to dramatically speed up your 
operations. Everything’s ready for upgrades... faster Mac OSX, 
aster applications and much fester hardware. Hurry, call 
Oesignwyse now - since these speedy trade-up 
offers end on the 15th December 2004! 





Hurry, offers end 15th December 2004! 


Authorised Reseller 



Trade-up from these 
Apple G3s and G4s... 



To these New Apple 
Powermac G5 models 


For these 
changeover prices 


j4 Dual 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $1,000 .. 
j4 Single 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $800 .. 
j 4 PowerMac up to 800 MHz . .worth $600 .. 
j3 B&w or G4 up to 400 MHz .worth $200 .. 

34 Dual 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $1,000 .. 
j4 Single 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $800 .. 
34 PowerMac up to 800 MHz . .worth $600 .. 

33 B&w or G4 up to 400 MHz .worth $200 .. 

34 Dual 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $1,000 .. 
34 Single 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $800 .. 
34 PowerMac up to 800 MHz . .worth $600 .. 

33 B&w or G4 up to 400 MHz .worth $200 .. 

34 Dual 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $1,000 .. 
34 Single 867 mhz & Above . . . .worth $800 .. 
34 PowerMac up to 800 MHz . .worth $600 .. 
33 B&W or G4 up to 400 MHz worth $200 . 


PowerMac G5 1.8GHz Superdrive 

1.8GHz G5, 256MB RAM 80GB HD, SuperDrive, 
NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200, F/Wire 800,1GB ethemet, 
USB, 56K, KB & Mouse, OSX 10.3 $2,695 


PowerMac G5 Dual 1.8GHz Superdrive 

Dual 1.8GHz G5,256MB RAM 80GB HD, SuperDrive, GeForce 
FX 5200 Ultra 64MB, F/Wire 800,1GB ethemet, USB, 56K, KB 
& Mouse, OSX 10.3 $3,599 


PowerMac G5 Dual 2GHz Superdrive 

Dual 2GHz G5, 512MB RAM 160GB HD, SuperDrive, 
GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 64MB, F/Wire 800,1GB E/net, 
USB, 56K, KB & Mouse, OSX 10.3 $4,499 


PowerMac G5 Dual 2.5GHz Superdrive 

Dual 2.5GHz G5, 512MB RAM 160GB HD, SuperDrive, 
AH Radeon 9600 XT 128MB, F/Wire 800,1GB E/net, 
USB, 56K, KB & Mouse, OSX 10.3 $5,299 


.. changeover price ..$1,695 
.. changeover price ..$1,895 
. .changeover price ..$2,095 
. .changeover price ..$2,495 

. .changeover price .. $2,595 
.. changeover price ..$2,795 
. .changeover price .. $2,995 
. .changeover price .. $3,395 

. .changeover price .. $3,495 
.. changeover price ..$3,695 
.. changeover price . . $3,895 
.. changeover price ..$4,295 

. .changeover price .. $4,295 
. .changeover price .. $4,495 
. .changeover price .. $4,695 
. .changeover price .. $5,095 


$23/wk 

$25/wk 

$27/wk 

$31/wk 

$32/wk 

$34/wk 

$36/wk 

$37/wk 

$38/wk 

$40/wk 

$42/wk 

$46/wk 

$46/wk 

$45/wk 

$46/wk 

$49/wk 


3 rices are subject to change without notice. Errors & Omissions Excepted. All Prices include GST. Per week finance figures are based on 
Cental over 3 years (monthly payments) & are rounded to nearest dollar. 


IN MELBOURNE CALL FREECALL - NO CHARGE 

97068858 1800 33468 4 





































































iMac G5 

Apple's amazing flat panel computer has arrived! 

■ 1.6GHz G5 256MB/80GB/ComboDrive/17" $2150 or $19 per week* 

■ 1.8GHz G5 256MB/80GB/SuperDrive/17" $2440 or $21 per week* 

■ 1.8GHz G5 256MB/160GB/SuperDrive/20" $3120 or $26 per week* 

iBook G4 

With new faster iBooks having just been released, now is a 
upgrade to the iBook G4. Now also includes AirPort 

■ 1.2GHz G4 256MB/30GB/ComboDrive/12" $1645 or $15 per week* 

■ 1,33GHz G4 256MB/60GB/ComboDrive/14" $1990 or $18 per week* 

■ 1,33GHz G4 256MB/60GB/SuperDrive/14" $2329 or $20 per week* 


Why Flexirent your new Mac? — 

Compared to buying and owning, Flexirent gives you much more control over your changing computer needs. 

You have the flexibility to update to new equipment quickly and easily—even before the end of the rental term. 

With a choice of 24,36 & 48 months, Flexirent allows you to spread the cost over the term with affordable monthly payments. 

Flexirent has a flexible and affordable finance solution for you, whether you require a computer for the children's school work, surfing 
the internet or for work you bring home. 


Flexirent^ 

The best way to pay for technology 



No Deposit Easy Trade-ups Tax Deductible Cash Flow 
Required for Business Friendly 



Keep Your Renta 

Options Open Total Solution 




iPod Photo 

The new colour iPod Photo lets 
you carry an entire library of your 
favourite music—up to 15,000 
songs—or enough photos—as 
many as 25,000—to fill nearly 200 
slide trays or cover nearly 1,500 
square metres of wall space! 
Browse your photos on the beauti¬ 
ful colour screen and present them 
via the easy TV connection. 

■ 40GB RRP $799 $772 

■ 60GB RRP $949 $919 


iPod U2 Special Edition 
RRP $569- $552 “ 


Like no other, iPod U2 
Special Edition stands 
out. Jet black, it bears a 
prominent red Apple 
Click Wheel and, on the 
flip side, the autographs 
of each U2 band member! 


iPod mini RRP $399- $385 

All the awesome features of a regular iPod but 
compacted down in to a super-small package! 


Extras 
Settings 
Shuffle Songs 
Backlight 


* Flexirent prices are based on a 48 month commercial rental or consumer lease. Includes GST. Subject to credit approval. Payable monthly. Conditions apply. See in-store or call for details. 


Ph: (03) 9819 2891 Fax: (03) 9819 3902 OPEN 7 DAYS TIL XMAS 


Prices were correct 5/11/04 but may be subject to change. We deliver anywhere in Australia. We accept Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard and Amex. Mac Macintosh and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Computer. Prices and specifications subject to change without notic 
Academic editions only available to teachers and academic institutions with appropriate ID. Student editions only available to full-time secondary and tertiary students with appropriate ID. All prices include GST. Errors and omissions excepted. 



























































luggage for the global digerati 


Bags 


The Best Notebook Bags for the 
Best Notebooks! 

■ Sports Backpack 
RRP $479:99 $109 

One bag to carry your laptop, documents, gym gear and 
other bits and pieces. Features a special padded cell 
which keeps you laptop suspended off the pack's floor 
for extra protection. 

■ Large Loop Backpack 
RRP $479£9 $159.95 

It's not easy to carry around a 17" notebook—you need a 
bigger than average bag, extra protection and disguise 
against theft.The Large Loop provides all this and more! 

■ Glove RRP $49£9 $44.95 

Protects your notebook from bumps, dust and scratches 
and literally fits like a glove! Available for 12", 14", 15" 
and 17" notebooks. 

■ Cocoon iPod Case 
RRP $4999-$44.95 

A hard shell that completely encloses and protects your 
iPod. Includes a pocket for ear-buds, belt-clip and neck strap. 


Pica Games 

■ Homeworld 2 $69.95 

■ Myst IV: Revelation RRP $ 84 : 95 $74.95 

■ Tom Clancy's Splinter Cell $59.95 

■ Sim City 4: Rush Hour Expansion $44.95 

■ World of Warcraft $89.95 

■ Battlefield 1942: Secret Weapons of 
WWII Expansion $39.95 


elgato EyeTV . 

EyeTV puts you in full control 
of your viewing experience allowing 
you to timeshift (pause and replay live TV), 
record to your hard drive, archive directly to DVD, 
and schedule the recording of programs.The new 
410 model allows you to tune in to awesome quality 
Digital TV broadcasts! 

■ EyeTV 410 FireWire Digital TV Tuner 
RRP $999-$559 

■ EyeTV 200 FireWire Analog TV Tuner 
RRP $879 $615 

■ EyeTV USB Analog TVTuner RRP $449 $319 


Griffin Mac & iPod Accessories 

■ RoadTrip RRP $145.95 $119 

In-car iPod holder, charger and FM transmitter in one! _ _ 

■ iTrip FM Transmitter l 

Listen to tunes from your iPod via any FM radio. 

- For 3G & 4G RRP $89£9 $59 

- For mini RRP $8 9 . 99 $65 

- For Original style RRP $99£9 $69 

■ iTalk Voice Recorder RRP $99.95 $79 

Turn your iPod in to a world-class voice recorder with 
literally thousands of hours of recording time. 



Elgato EyeTV Home RRP $690 $459 


EyeFlome allows you to access the digital 
content you have stored on your Mac- 
photos, music, video, movies—and enjoy 
it on yourTV and home entertainment 
system. EyeHome features an easy-to-use 
and remote-controlled TV interface. 


eyehome 



■ Griffin iCurve Laptop Stand 
RRP $99^9 $89.95 

Use your iBook or PowerBook on your desktop? 

The iCurve provides a much better working 
position and improved ergonomics. 

■ Griffin iMic RRP $78 - .99 $75 

The iMic universal audio adapter allows the connection 
of virtually any microphone or sound input device to your Mac 
via USB. High-quality recording (48KHz) with support for both line 
and mic level input as well as line level output. 
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Streetwise, 777 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn 3122 2 

" u - - np? ~ Wk Solutions Reset 


















































Our 130 staff are 
expertly trained in ail 
areas of Apple hardware 
and software. We have 
Gold Level Service 
departments, offer One 
on One training and with 
every Mac purchase we 
will give you 12 months 
free introductory training 

Why buy your Macintosh 
from a Deptartment store 
when you can 
buy from 
Australia’s 
Macintosh 
Specialists? 


BONUS $100 RAM voucher 
with all G5 iMac computers 

FREE 12 months 
introductory training 


G5 iMac Tlie worlds 
thinnest and possibly, 
coolest desktop 
computer ever 

17” Combo 17” Super 20” Super 

1.6GHz Power PC G5 1.8GHz Power PC G5 1.8GHz Power PC G5 

256/80/Combo 256/80/SuperDrive 256/160/SuperDrive 

$2,199* $2,499* 

or from $22/wk or from $25/wk 


Apple Displays Sensational! 

' Feast your eyes on more than 
four million pixels in the first 
high-resolution 30-inch flat 
panel display designed for the 
personal computer including PC- 
compatible 20” & 23” models. 
20” Cinema $2,299 
23” Cinema HD $3,499 
30” Cinema HD $5,999 


frorh 

$2,299 

or $22/wk 


© Ask about Ezi-Pay 
12 months interest free 

<2 And they are in-store at a 
Next Byte location near you! 


or connect to a new Power Mac G5 

Dual 1.8GHz * Purchase a Power Mac G5 

512*/80/SuperDrive in December and get BONUS f 
$3,599 or from $36/wk doub | e standard RAM! 

Dual 2GHz Dual 2.5GHz 

1024*/160/S.Drive 1024*/160/S.Drive 

$4,499 or from $43/wk $5,299 or from $49/wk 


iPod The worlds most desirable . 
digital music player IN STOCK 


IPod 20GB 

Hold 5000 songs 
Earphone, Firewire 
& USB cable 

$499 


iPod 40GB 

Hold 10000 songs 
Earphone, Firewire & 
USB cable and Dock 

$649 


iPod min 

Hold 1000 songs 
Earphone, Firewire & 
USB cable and Clip 

$399 

or from an extra $5.50/wk or from an extra $6.50/wk or from an extra $4.25/wk 
when purchased with iMac* when purchased with iMac* when purchased with iMac* 

See us for Australia's largest range of iPod Accessories 


PowerBook G4 with ... 
BONUS Airport Express 


12” Combo 1.33 

256/60/Combo 
$2,599 or from $27/wk 

12” Super 1.33 

256/60/SuperDrive 
$2,999 or from $31/wk 


15” Combo 1.33 

256/60/Combo 
$3,299 or from $33/wk 

15” Super 1.5 

512/80/SuperDrive 
$3,999 or from $40/wk 

17” Super 1.5 

512/80/SuperDrive 
$4,499 or from $45/wk 


Airport Express 

Connect to the 
internet, print and 
stream Runes 
music to any room j 
in your home, all 
wirelessly. 
$219 

Extra value for you) 


In store now! 

iPod Photo 

Next Byte have great 
stocks! Pre-order to sc 
one for Christmas! 
iPod iPhoto 

Up to 15,000 songs gS 
or 25,000 photos ' 
in your pocket! 

Up to 15hr battery. 

40GB $799 
60GB $949 


DA VINCI 


BONUS $50 VOUCHER* 

Bring your iPhotos to life with a stunning 
digital canvas print. Check out the online 
gallery www.digitaldavinci.com.au 


every 

mac 

sale 


*To use with Mezzo or larger canvas print. Check website for details 



next byte 


SA Glenunga 08 8338 7444 Adelaide CBD 08 8410 8585 Glenelg 08 8376 4777 

VIC Melbourne CBD 03 9329 3911 Richmond 03 9429 5002 NSW Sydney CBD 02 9367 8585 
Baulkham Hills 02 9688 6066 Pymble Ph 02 9144 4866 Penrith 02 4722 8311 Dee Why 02 9971 5000 
Balmain 02 9555 5200 QLD Brisbane 07 3220 0400 Surfers Paradise 07 5504 1000 WA Nedlands 08 9389 0400 

Australia's Macintosh Specialists 

local call 1300 361119 nextbyte.com.au £ AppleCentre 


*A1I graphics are for illustration purposes only. Next Byte reserves the right to change prices & or adjust models according to availability of stock without prior notice. E&OE. 
t Conditions apply. Finance provided to approved applicants 
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Focus. 

028 

AMW 
Gear and 
gift guide. 

By various authors. 

Find the ideal drool¬ 
worthy gadget for the 
Mac lover in your life with 
AMW ’s round-up of 
gadgets, gizmos and 
whatsits. You may even 
find something for 
yourself. 


The Hub. 

Video. 

039 

If you’ve graduated from 
iMovie but you don’t 
know how to expand your 
video-editing horizons 
without breaking the 
bank, don’t fret: AMW 
has assembled four 
suites to suit your needs 
and your budget. 

Photo. 

045 

New cameras from Nikon 
and Olympus. 


Howto. 

Automate speech 
from the command 
line. 

056 

Mac got your tongue? 

Overcome Office 
glitches. 

058 

14 Office problems 
solved. 

Solve common 

GarageBand 

problems. 

062 


Music. 


Fix GarageBand glitches. 


049 

Logic Pro 7, plus new 
portables from Sony. 

Mobile. 

052 


Become the master 
of your Mac. 

064 

Cool geek tricks. 

Help folder. 


How to use a Nokia 
phone as a Bluetooth 
modem. 


064 

Tips and queries from 
our readers. 
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Finally photos. 

017 

It was billed as a “major 
music event” in late October, 
but the big news was photos 
— an iPod with a colour 
screen that could store and 
display photos from your 
iPhoto library. The answer to 
many a Mac fan’s prayers. .* 

Oh, and U2 was there also. 


Interface. 

Commentary. 

010 

Mailbox. 

013 

Off the net. 

025 

Re:Seller. 

026 

NetWorth. 

038 

Education. 

055 

ReadMe. 

068 

Soapbox. 

090 


LaCie d2 Extreme 
250GB 

m 

LaCie d2 Extreme 
500GB 

m 

Formac Disk 250 XTR 

m 

Formac Disk 320 XTR 

m 

DaisyCutter 60 
IceCUBE Gen II 250 

m 

Xpress 800 Dual 
Drive 

AMW Lab: FireWire 
800 hard drives 

071 

It’s all good 

iMac G5 17-inch 
1.6GHz 

m 

iMac G5 17-inch 
1.8GHz 

«« 

iMac G5 20-inch 
1.8GHz 

iMac G5 series 

074 

Consumer desktop strikes 
a new pose 


Maya Complete 6 

m* 

076 

Upgrades tools, adds 
Photoshop support 

Iomega Rev 

W '/Z 

077 

Big storage in small 
package 

LANsurveyor 8.1 

m '/ 2 

078 

Mapper gets additional 
advanced features 

Missing Sync for 
Palm OS 4.0 

m >/2 

079 

More options, faster 
syncing 

SketchBook Pro 1.0 

080 

Combination painting and 
drawing tool debuts on 
the Mac 
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Unleash the 
photographer in you 
for only $1,7997* 



Bonus Carry Bag & Memory Card valued at $ 200 


Purchase the Canon EOS 300D Digital SLR and you’ll shoot like a pro thanks to the precision of a 6.3 Megapixel 
CMOS sensor and Canon’s brilliant DiGlC image processing. You’ll also look like a pro with the bonus 
Limited Edition Canon Crumpler Carry Bag together with the 256MB Memory Card to store your professional 
images on. So snap to it, offer available while stocks last, canon.com.au/digitalimage 1800 021 167 

’Standard lens is the EF-S 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6. Price indicated in AUD, is Recommended Retail Price only and includes GST. Offer available from 1 November 
to 31 December 2004, while stocks last. Available only at selected Canon dealers. Bonus Carry Bag and Memory Card are supplied via redemption. 
Value of Bonus accessories in AUD Estimated Retail Price and includes GST. Terms and conditions apply, see in-store Claim Form for details. 


Canon 

advanced simplicity* 







HotUnks 

www.apple.com.au/ipodphoto 

It’s here, it’s now. Enjoy. 


Video ga-ga. 

S TEVE Jobs did an extraordinary thing at Apple’s “Major 
Music Event” at the end of October: he started off by 
announcing what he wasn’t going to announce. Such was 
the anticipation of a version of the iPod that could play videos, 
Apple’s CEO felt the need to pop the balloon pre-emptively. Had 
he not, the subsequent announcement of iPod Photo might have 
seemed something of a disappointment. 

No doubt there are still those who wish he had announced iPod 
Video, and hold out hope for such a device in the near future. 
To those people I say: chill out. It will be a long time yet. 

Not because the technology is beyond Apple’s grasp. I’m sure, 
if he were so inclined, Jobs could get an iPod Video happening 
in fairly short order. He doesn’t because it’s not actually a good 
idea. Indeed, it may never be a good idea, but I’ve been around 
this industry long enough to know never to say never. 

The biggest problem for such a device, as Jobs said, is content. 
Lots of people own music libraries. In some places it’s even legal 
to copy your CDs and put them onto an iPod to play on the go 
(not Australia). In many countries you can buy songs online from 
Apple and put them on your iPod to play on the go (not Australia). 

When it comes to video, the whole world is Australia. You may 
own a library of DVDs, and you may even have software to rip 
those DVDs to disk images that you could put on your hard drive 
or some portable device for playing on the go. It is against the 
law to do so. You may know some cool web sites and P2P 
networks where you can download movies for playing off your 
hard drive. It is illegal to do so. Everywhere. Anyone selling 
devices that enable such copying would risk liability. 

I’m sure you’ve seen the copyright warnings at the start of 
every DVD, haven’t you? They actually mean all that stuff. You 
can’t copy movies, even on an oil rig. The law is very unlikely to 
change on that. 

What about legal downloads? Imagine for a moment that Jobs 
leveraged his status in the entertainment and technology indus¬ 
tries to create an iTunes-like store where you could download 
movies (except in Australia). Can you imagine how long it would 
take to download The Lord of the Rings ? 

And at the end of it, what do you get? A tiny little picture on 
a tiny little screen. Is this what Peter Jackson envisaged? I don’t 
think so. 

I actually saw a portable video device at that forum I mentioned 
last month (with the patronising Windows boffin). A little bigger 
and a little heavier than an iPod, it was being handed about playing 
a copy of Disney’s recently-released DVD of Aladdin. Illegally. 


It was kind of cute, but I couldn’t imagine myself watching the 
whole movie that way. Not because it’s a bad film - compared 
to Disney’s recent non-Pixar releases, it’s art - but for the screen 
to be small enough for portability, you have to sacrifice too much 
in viewability. Yes, I just invented that word, but I like it so there. 

Same thing with video phones. I had a 3G phone for review, 
and enjoyed playing with it for a few days, then found that I was 
mostly making audio-only calls. The novelty value wears off 
quickly. I simply can’t imagine watching anything longer than a 
few minutes on a screen that small. 

People will go on calling for video iPods, much as we all 
wanted video phones for so long until we actually had them. 
Maybe one day there will be enough bandwidth to download a 
film in a realistic amount of time. Maybe the legal situation will 
change. Maybe once it’s all possible, people won’t toss the 
devices into a drawer once the novelty’s worn off. Maybe. 

For now, I think Apple has got it right with the iPod Photo. 
Colour makes sense, and having a large portable repository for 
photos makes sense. Being able to plug into a TV and watch 
slideshows makes sense. I’d like to be able to print directly from 
the thing, but that would obviate the need for a Mac and Steve 
probably doesn’t want that. 

Spending days illegally downloading movies so you can watch 
them in miniature doesn’t make sense. 

Video may have killed the radio star, but its time on the iPod 
has not yet arrived. 


Corrections 

■ On the cover last issue, we referred to the “Sapphire One 
demo CD”. The name of the company and the product is, of 
course SapphireOne, without a space in between. 

■ In our review of the Imation Disk Stakka (Test drive, 11.2004), 
I raised some concerns about the flexibility of the database soft¬ 
ware, particularly the inability to enter the content of discs 
manually. I’ve since discovered, after discussions with Imation, 
that it is possible to achieve the same end by manually entering 
information in the “Comments” field. While still not a 100 
percent satisfactory solution, it does get around one of my prin¬ 
cipal criticisms of the product. Therefore I would like to revise 
the mouse rating on the product to 
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FROM ONE HIGH POWERED ENGINE TO ANOTHER. 





Introducing LG’s Flatron f-Engine. The world’s first picture enhancing chip for LCD monitors. 
Using DAFI (Digital Adaptive Fine Image) technology which includes RCM* (Real colour 
management) and ACCE # (Adaptive Colour, Contrast Enhancement), the f-Engine delivers fine 
colour, fine images and a fine view to your LG LCD monitor. So start your f-Engines. Lge.com.au 


Life’s Good 





























































AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE 



no worries when you're an OzE! 



It's so easy to step up to broadband with OzEmail 
There are no upfront costs on 12-month ADSI 
contracts, no excess charges, and self-installation 
is simple. Plus, if you're in business, you get th< 
same superb value plans as home users. Or i 
you can't get ADSL at your office, Metrowidd 
Wireless is available in many parts of Sydney - ana 
right now, service activation is free. But only untj 
December 31, 2004. So hurry and dive in now 


call 133 593 or 
visit ozemail.com.au 


OzE PRO STARTER 256kbps 


OzE PRO SAVER 256kbps 


OzE PRO EXPLORER 512kbps 


OzE PRO MAXIMISER 1500kbps 


$ 29.95 


UNLIMITED' BROADBAND 


FLAT RATE PER MONTH 


$ 49.95 


UNLIMITED' BROADBAND 


FLAT RATE PER MONTH 


*64.95 


UNLIMITED' BROADBAND 


FLAT RATE PER MONTH 


*99.95 


UNLIMITED' BROADBAND 


FLAT RATE PER MONTH j 


no excess download charges 
on alt new broadband plans 


no excess download charges 
on all new broadband plans 


no excess download charges 
on all new broadband plans 


after 300MB speed may be slowed to dial¬ 
up speed for the rest of your billing cycle 


save $198 on upfront costs with 12-month 
ADSL plans 


*after 12GB speed may be slowed to 
dial-up speed during peak times for the 
rest of your billing cycle 


‘after 12GB speed may be slowed to 
dial-up speed during peak times for the 
rest of your billing cycle 






















Your magazine, your forum. 



s MacLinkPluj 15 


Until the February 2005 issue, 
Conexus (02 9975 2799) will be 
giving away a copy of DataViz 
MacLink Plus valued at $180 to 
the Australian Macworld reader 
who sends in the most 
interesting or provocative letter. 

Files are being sent to you 
every day from different people 
in various formats, on disks or 
attached to e-mails. Sometimes 
they’re created in applications 
that you don’t have. The problem 
is you can’t open them. 
MacLinkPlus can help. 

Translate virtually any file 
regardless of where it comes 
from. View files or pictures even 
if you don’t have the applications 
that created them. Create custom 
settings to convert certain files 
automatically. Quickly and easily 
translate word processing, 
spreadsheet, database and 
graphic files. You can even carry 
documents on your iPod. 

Having trouble opening a file? 
Just click on the Quick Tips icon 
to get additional information and 
tips on opening those files. ^ 


CD 

Hot Links 

www.conexus.com.au 

Conexus 


The MacLinkPlus 
letter of the month. 


Mailbox. 
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Letters should be e-mailed to matthew.powell@niche.com.au with 
a subject header of “Mailbox” or by post to Australian Macworld 
Mailbox, 3/165 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, Victoria 3182. Letters of fewer 
than 200 words are given preference. We reserve the right to edit 
letters and probably will. To be eligible for the MacLinkPlus prize, you 
must include your full name and address, including state or territory. 


Display tests too flat 

■ I found your Lab tests (Test 
drive, 09.2004 and 10.2004) 
strange as they inferred that the 
only reason you might want a 
22" CRT is that you could not 
afford an LCD and that there 
was not much difference in 
resolution anyhow. 2048 x 1536 
= 3,145,728 pixels. 1600x 
1200 = 1,920,000 pixels — 
that’s more than a little bit. It’s 
the difference between a two- 
megapixel camera and a 3.1- 
megapixel camera. 

Second, colour accuracy is 
the main reason for going CRT. 
This is a topic not even touched 
in your article. While an 
average computer user might 
not need high resolution or 
colour accuracy, Macs tend to 
have a market with graphics 
professionals, (as do these 
large monitors) and the issues 
of colour and resolution should 
be of considerable concern to 
them. Feature film grading for 
instance is totally the province 
of CRTs as these are able to be 
set up accurately enough to 
represent the projected image. 
I’m betting there are a number 
of totally confused people in the 
press industry trying to do 
WYSIWYG on an LCD. 

The new Apple LCDs seem 
the best I’ve seen in this 
regard and might be the first 
LCDs that could meet a 
professional standard (I’m yet 
to get to do that test). However 
to view at least most of a 
standard film image (2048 x 
1556) or a normal HD frame 
(1920 x 1080) I need the 23" 
LCD monitor — and that’s 


definitely more than a bit more 
expensive that the CRT. 

Ron Roberts 
Via internet 

Thanks for your comments, Ron. 
We decided to make our tests 
more subjective rather than 
getting out the calibrators and 
quoting colour temperature 
figures, but knew that doing so 
would leave some high-end 
readers unsatisfied. Next time 
we do a CRT vs TFT test, we’ll 
go into more technical details. 

— M.JC.R 

Billions and billions 

■ Carl Sagan’s beef (Buzz, 
10.2004) was not that Apple 
was trying to profit from his 
reputation. It was that it was 
diminishing his reputation by 
the implied slur of being 
associated with “Piltdown Man” 
(the code name of the Power 
Mac 6100 released at the same 
time as the 7100) and “Cold 
Fusion” (the PM 8100 code 
name). While the first was a 
notorious turn-of-the century 
hoax the latter was a late 1980s 
self-delusion when some Utah 
chemists fooled themselves into 
believing they had “discovered” 
cold fusion. It was not a 
deliberate fraud in that the 
victims were also the 
perpetrators. 

Sagan was of the view that 
Apple was commenting on his 
credibility or lack thereof. 

Mai Park 
South Yarra, Vic 

Switching woes I 

■ I switched from MS Windows 
to Mac two years ago when I 


purchased a G4 PowerBook. I 
am now seriously looking to 
switch back to Windows. All I’ve 
read about for the last year with 
respect to Mac is iPhoto this 
and iPod that. Apple, in trying to 
switch Windows users, is 
focussing too much on 
traditional Mac uses (music, 
photos) and there has been no 
focus on what business 
Windows users predominately 
use their software and hardware 
for (such as Excel). 

I find the PowerBook 
keyboard very frustrating. 
Windows users like to have a 
page up and page down key. 

There is no separate key for 
deleting forward, as all 
Windows users are used to. 

The PowerBook delete key 
deletes backwards. 

I want to use the F-keys as 
I’m used to in Windows. For 
example, Windows users are 
used to editing their cells via the 
F2 key. As a heavy user of MS 
Excel, I edit cells constantly and 
find it very frustrating that on a 
Mac, I have to use the mouse 
and double-click the cell. 

I used to use the Alt key 
constantly in programs such as 
Word and Excel to quickly 
access most menu and sub¬ 
menu items — Alt-F-A gave me 
quick access to File Save As. I 
hate having to use the mouse to 
access menu items. 

I sorely miss not having a right 
mouse click option on the 
PowerBook. It is ridiculous in this 
day and age that Mac notebooks 
still only have one click option. 

When Microsoft tried to 
convince Lotus 1-2-3 owners to 


Terms and Conditions. Mentor letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to matthew.powell@niche.com.au 
with a subject header of "Mailbox". Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the competition is final and binding on 
every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually judged based on its degree of interest. 4. 
Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 6. The 
best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change in the value of the prize occurring between the publish date 
and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by mail. 10. All entries become the property of the 
Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy Notice 12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty 
Ltd of Level 3 /165 Fitzroy Street ST KILDA VIC 3182 Ph 03 9525 5566, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 
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switch to Excel, they included 
useful Lotus menu options in 
their programs. How about 
Apple give its users the option 
to use Word and Excel exactly 
as Windows users are used to 
— full keyboard access to all 
menu items via the Alt key, F- 
keys, etc. 

How about Apple provide 
potential buyers with an option 
on different types of keyboards: 
once traditional Mac users are 
used to and another that looks 
like an IBM notebook keyboard 
(separate page up and page 
down keys, separate delete and 
backspace keys, left and right 
hand mouse clicks, etc). 

I sorely miss what I consider 
to be basic usability items as 
outlined above. If I don’t see 
these items in the next 
PowerBook release, I will be 
switching back to Windows. 

Bill Sideris 
Fitzroy North, Vic. 

One question leaps to mind 
here, Bill: if what you wanted was 
to use your Microsoft programs 
the way you always had on 
Windows, why did you switch? 

To your specific queries: if you 
open up the Keyboard & Mouse 
pane of System Preferences, 
you’ll find an option to “Use the 
FI-FI2 keys for custom actions". 
Select that, and whammo, you’ll 
have your F2 editing back in 
Excel. You want a keyboard 
shortcut for Save As? It's 
K-Shift-S. You can get a list of all 
the keyboard shortcuts in Excel 
for Mac by using Microsoft Office 
He/p (search for “keyboard 
shortcuts"). You can even 
customise them if you want. 


I can't help you with separate 
page up and page down or 
forward deleting keys, except to 
suggest an external keyboard 
for when you're not actually on 
the road. 

Of course, since Apple is 
exceedingly unlikely ever to 
release a two-button PowerBook 
trackpad, you’re probably going 
to have to switch back to 
Windows anyway. We’ll miss 
you. — M.JC.P 

Switching woes II 

■ I am astounded at your 
cluelessness and that of your 
correspondent, Renny Willins, in 
wondering why iPod-buying 
Wintel drones aren’t buying 
Mac computers. 

Earlier this year, I attempted 
to migrate a friend from his 
Compaq Presario to a 
PowerBook. He was willing to 
spend $10,000. We were 
unsuccessful. He bought a HP 
laptop costing $4000. 

All Apple resellers we visited 
had the attitude that if we were 
Windows users, we were all 
stupid (similar to the attitude 
you and Renny Willins have) 
and deserved to burn in hell, 
and there was no Mac salvation 
for us. 

Macs are wonderful 
machines, but for people stuck 
on Windows, the migration 
process is simply too complex 
and horrendous to contemplate. 
Apple’s indifference to their 
plight will continue to limit sales 
of Mac computers. 

Finally, most people don’t 
their turn computers into 
objects of cultish devotion that 
Mac users do. Nobody is going 


to suffer in trying to move to a 
Mac like some misguided 
martyr. Apple needs to make it 
easier for people to migrate to 
the Mac. It could be more 
active in helping Windows 
users run their programs in 
Mac by supporting Open 
Source alternatives like the 
Darwine Project. 

Amitabh Pathik 
Ashfield NSW 

OK, you seem to have missed 
the irony in my response to 
Renny’s letter. By pointing out 
that his logic didn’t hold up 
when applied to using one 
Microsoft product but not others, 
I was saying that there was more 
to the issue. Flaving also run 
several feature articles over the 
past couple of years (and 
indeed publishing an entire 
special issue last year) 
dedicated to the complex 
subject of switching from 
Windows to Mac, I’m aware that 
there's more to it than Renny’s 
letter suggested. I hope that’s 
clearer for you. 

Apple doesn't officially support 
Darwine, but by making Darwin, 
the core of OS X, open source, it 
made the project possible. It’s 
also worth noting that Darwine is 
an Open Darwin project, and 
most of the developers on Open 
Darwin are Apple employees. 

— M.JC.P 
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WWW. 


playlist .com.au 



_ iTrip 


online portable audio superstore, now open for business, 
the biggest range of iPod accessories are just a click away. 



















MAIL ORDER 



AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE RING WOOD 

398 ELIZABETH ST 263 MAROONDAH HWY 

1300 725 944 

www.mailtrderseftware.coRi.aii 


Microsoft Office 2004 

Professional Upgrade 


Macromedia Studio with Flash Pro. $1645.00 $435.00 

Macromedia Studio with Flash Std. $1495.00 $289.00 

Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004.. $659.00 $179.00 

Macromedia Flash. $835.00 $179.00 

Macromedia Flash Pro MX 2004. $11 55.00 $299.00 

Macromedia Fireworks MX 2004. $299.00 $179.00 

Macromedia Freehand MX 2004. $679.00 $179.00 

m m m mm or mmm mm mm 


Standard Full Version..$849 


FREE Roxio Toast 5.0 
Titanium valued at $149 
with any Microsoft Office 
(ter Mac Purchase 


/I 


_ 



DIGITAL CAMERA MATE 



$375 




Copy and store 
all your digital 
pictures directly 
from your camera 
memory card to this 
large storage device. 
No computer required! 


6068 


APOBI 

Acrobat 6.0 Std.$469 

Acrobat 6.0 Pro.$695 

Creative Suite CS 1.1 Std.$1545 

Creative Suite CS 1.1 Prem.$1895 

Creative Suite CS 1.1 Prem 

upgrade from Photoshop.$1229 

Illustrator CS 11.0.$875 

Photoshop Elements 3.0.$159 


EDU 

$149 

$215 

$569 


$159 

$109 




ADOBE CREATIVE SUITE CS 1.0 STD ONLY $1275 
ADOBE PAGEMAKER PLUS ONLY $445 


GRAPHICS TABLET 


Wacom Graphire3 4x5.$125 

Wacom Graphire3 6 x 8 .$255 

Wacom lntuos2 6 x 8 .$495 

Wacom lntuos2 9x12.$559 

Wacom lntuos3 6 x 8 .$559 

Wacom lntuos3 9x12.$699 


r 


\ 


USB2 FLASH DRIVE 


128MB Flash Drive.$49 

256MB Flash Drive.$69 

512MB Flash Drive.$119 

1GB Flash Drive..$195 

POCKET HARD DRIVE 

^OGB Pocket USB 2 HDD..$159 J 


BIG SCREEN 

projector 


projecror 

** S/495 


c 

EPSON PROJECTOR SI 


DIGITAL VIDEO CONVERTER 


Canopus ADVC 55.$389 

Canopus ADVC 100. $539 

Canopus ADVC 300.$968 

Ultimate bi-directional analog to 
digital video converter. 



FILM & 
FLATBED 


SCANNER^ 



Photo reconstruction with Digital ICE and 
Photo Restoration for both print and film. 

4800 x 2400 dpi Optical Resolution and 
48-bit Color Depth. Powerful Applications 
Bundled. Interfaces for Hi-Speed USB 2.0 

Microtek Scanmaker i300.$215 

Microtek Scanmaker 5900....$285 
^Microtek Scanmaker 6100....$395 j 


Epson C900 



PRINTERS / MULTI-FUNCTIONS 


Laser 


Lexmark E230 Laser. $195 

Lexmark xl 185 multifunction ... $139 
Lexmark x4270 Multifunction.... $195 
Lexmark 720 col laser printer.. $965 

Epson Picture Mate. $330 

Epson c65 inkjet printer. $159 

Epson r210 photo inkjet printer. $215 

Epson multifunction rx 510.$495 

Epson cl900 col laser printer... $1195 


620-$150*(CASH BACK*)=$470 

By Redemption offer ends 31st of December 2004 


^SOFTWARE full 

FileMaker 7.0 $450 

FileMaker 7.0 Upgrade $225 

Norton Internet Security 3.0 Mac $159 
Norton System works 3.0 Mac $179 
Norton Antivirus 9.0 Mac $109 
Norton Utilities 8.0 Mac $139 

Norton Personal Firewall 3.0 Mac$109 
MYOB FirstEdge $169 

MYOB AccountEdge $519 

Typequick Professional $89 

Roxio Toast 6.0 $149 


EDU 

$225 




$99 

$89 

$69 

$89 

$69 


& 





AccountEdge 


COREL PAINTER 8.0 
UPGRADE ONLY $149 




Delivery Charge $11 Australia Wide up to 5KG . Most credit cards accepted. Prices are subject to change without notice. Pictures are for illustration only. E&OE! ‘conditions apply 
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News, views 
Et chatter 
from the world 
of Macs. 


of Apple’s iLife application suite - included on all shipping 
Macs and available for purchase separately. For Windows users, 
Auto-Sync supports Adobe Photoshop Elements, Photoshop 
Album or the user’s “My Pictures” folder. The new photo 
syncing capability is supported by a new release of iTunes, 
version 4.7. 

The iPod Photo can display 25 colour photo thumbnails at a 
time, and lets users scroll through their photos the same way they 
scroll through their music playlists. An included AV cable enables 
the iPod to connect directly to a TV or video projector as well — 
the iPod will even format the photos depending on whether your 
set uses the conventional 4:3 aspect ratio or the 16:9 format 
preferred by newer widescreen sets. 

Apple also claims the iPod Photo sports longer batteiy life than 
previous models - the company says iPod Photo can play music 
for up to 15 hours continuously, or up to 5 hours while showing 
photo slideshows. 

Available now in 40GB and 60GB capacities, the iPod Photo 
costs $799 and $949 respectively. 


■ APPLE NEWS 

© 

Hot Links 

www.apple.com.au/ipodphoto 

Get visual 


iTunes 4.7. In addition to the ability to copy and synchronise 
photos, iTunes 4.7 sports a few other changes of interest to users 
who don’t have an iPod Photo. The new release of iTunes, avail¬ 
able for download from Apple’s web site or via Software Update, 
sports the ability to show duplicate songs in your library. Other 
performance improvements have been made as well. 


iPod gets 
the picture 

A t a special music event featuring 
Bono and The Edge from rock group 
U2 held at the end of October, Apple 
took the wraps off the iPod Photo, a color 
iPod available in 40GB or 60GB storage 
capacities. The company also introduced the 
iPod U2 Special Edition, Apple’s 20GB player 
clad in black, equipped with a red Click 
Wheel and featuring engraved U2 band 
member signatures. The iPod Photo is avail¬ 
able immediately, and Apple expects the iPod 
U2 Special Edition to ship by the time you 
read this. 

The iPod Photo looks identical to its music 
playing-only cousin, but it uses a 220x176- 
pixel resolution colour screen capable of 
displaying 65,536 colours. Apple’s Auto- 
Sync technology, built into iTunes, makes 
sure that the iPod is playing the same music 
as iTunes, but it has been extended 
also to support the iPhoto 
software included as part 


0 


An iPod for you, too. Apple also took the wraps off the iPod 
U2 Special Edition, to celebrate the company’s promotional part¬ 
nership with the legendary rock band. The 20GB iPod U2 is 
expected to ship in late November for $569, and sports a black 



/ 


case equipped with a red Click Wheel. 
On the back are custom engravings of 
U2 band member signatures. 

(As of the 10th of November, the 
Australian Apple Store was saying 
the US edition iPod would ship in 
three weeks.) 

It’s the latest promotional effort 
between Apple and U2; a few weeks 
earlier Apple began televising spots 
featuring U2 in one of the company’s 
signature silhouette ads, playing 
“Vertigo,” the first single off U2’s forth¬ 
coming album “How to Dismantle an 
Atomic Bomb,” which was also expected 
to be released in late November. 

At the same event, Apple announced 
plans to offer a “Digital Box Set” via 
the iTunes Music Store, which the 
company claims is a first in the online 
music industry. “The Complete U2” 
will feature more than 400 tracks from 
U2, including all of the band’s albums 
and more than 25 rare and 
unreleased tracks. 

• Peter Cohen 
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■ IPOD STUFF 



Hot Links 

www.memsol.com.au 

Distributor of Griffin products 

www.apple.com.au/store 

Buy Monster cables for your iPod. Really. 


Accessories 
very quick 

T he very same day that Apple 
announced its black-and-red 
U2-themed iPod special 
edition, accessory maker Griffin 
announced a black version of its 
iTrip2 FM transmitter to go with 
it. Not only is the casing black 
instead of white, the usually- 
green LED is red on the 
special edition, which 
should make for a striking 
visual as you drive along. 


I APPLE NEWS 


Hot Links 


www.applemusic.com 

See how almost everyone else can buy music online 


iTunes Store expands, 
but still not here 


hortly before Apple’s special music event featuring Bono and 
The Edge, the iTunes 


Like the standard iTrip2, the iTrip Black plugs into the top of the 
iPod and allows you to tune into an unused station on your radio 
to play your iPod library through your car speakers (or any 
radio, for that matter). Griffin has studiously avoided 
encroaching on U2’s trademarks in the naming 
of the device, but is marketing it under 
the slogan “Make your car rattle 
and hum”. 

The iTrip black should 
be available by the time 
you read this for $99 from 
1 on 03 9645 3806. 
Meanwhile Monster Cable, 
which manufactures a connec¬ 
tion kit for Apple’s AirPort 
press, has also announced a 
connection kit for the iPod Photo 
that promises higher quality than the 
pplied AV cable. The Monster iTV 
ink includes shielded S-Video and 
dio cables that connect to the outputs 
n the iPod Photo’s dock. They can also be 
ed with some PowerBook models to 
connect to an S-Video equipped TV and turn 
your Mac into a big-screen DVD player. 

The Monster iTV Link is available through the 
Apple Store online for $67. • Matthew JC. Powell 


the United Kingdom, France and Germany. This latest move 
opens up iTunes downloads for many other member states 
the European Union - in fact, most of the original “EU15” 
states are now covered except for Sweden, Denmark and (U2’s home 
country) Ireland. Apple claims that the iTunes Music Store now 
reaches almost 70 percent of the global music market. 

The EU iTunes Music Store features more than 700,000 songs 
from the four major commercial music companies and more 
than 100 independent record labels, according to Apple, along 
with a exclusive tracks from a variety of popular artists. The 
songs are priced at €0.99 per track, and the store employs the 
same personal use rights as its counterparts in the US, UK, 
France and Germany. 


Check out the new iTunes Music Stores around the world! 

-N 

© 

Australia 


Denmark 

(g) Japan 


Norway 

O 

Belgium 

© 

Finland 

^ Mexico 

& 

w 

Spain 

w 

Canada 

o 

Italy 

Sweden 

o 

Switzerland 

_/ 


f Music Store was 
updated with links to allow 
residents of nine European 
countries to buy music 
online. In addition to the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, France and 
Germany, iTunes now 
supports Austria, Belgium, Finland, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Portugal and Spain. Apple also announced plans to 
bring the iTunes Music Store to Canada in November. 

Apple first launched the iTunes Music Store in 2003 in the United 
States, and in June 2004 brought the music download service to 


Aussies still left out. The night before 
the announcement a fake graphic, purporting 
to be a premature release from the updated 
Music Store, found its way onto a number 
of rumour sites and newsgroups. While 
it was quickly revealed as a fake, it gained 
enough circulation to create a wave of 
excitement among Australian Mac users 
and, when the announcement came the next day, a matching 
wave of disappointment. 

Apple Australia is keeping a very tight lid on its plans, or if 
indeed it has any, to bring the iTunes Music Store to Australia. 
• Peter Cohen and Matthew JC. Powell 
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■ BRIEFS 

© 

Hot Links 

desktop.google.com 

Windows only, for now 

www.tcf.vt.edu/systemX.html 

The world’s seventh-fastest computer 

www.modulo.com 

Australian distributor of QuarkXPress 

www.microsoft.com/mac 

Microsoft updates 

www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/ 

FireFox 

www.ce.org/press_Room/press_release_detail.asp7id = 10590 

Hall of fame inductees 

Google confirms Desktop for Mac 

Google CEO Eric Schmidt confirmed at a conference in late 
October that the company intends to build a Mac version of 
Google Desktop, which enables users to search their e-mail 
messages, files, web browser histories, chat logs and more. He 
admitted, however, that such an undertaking will require the Mac 
version to be "rebuilt from the ground up” because of the 
"fundamental differences" between Mac OS X and Windows. No 
timetable was set for its release. The Windows version was 
published earlier in October. 

Privacy advocates have voiced concerns over Google Desktop, 
saying that its ability to search personal information is a potential 
liability, but Schmidt sought to allay those fears. "We will be very 
sensitive about personal information for obvious reasons,” he said 
during his remarks at a University of California Los Angeles 
conference observing the 35th anniversary of the internet’s birth. 

• Brad Cook 

System X speeds up almost 20 percent 

Virginia Tech’s all-Mac System X supercomputer made headlines 
last year when it was determined to be the third-fastest 
supercomputer in the world. System X has been upgraded to 
Apple Computer Inc.’s Xserve G5 server and now runs even 
faster, with a sustained speed of 12.25 trillion operations per 
second — 19 percent faster than before. 

Apple debuted the Power Mac G5 in 2003, the 
first computer from Apple to feature a 64-bit 
PowerPC 970 chip manufactured by IBM, and a 
few customers who placed early orders for the 
high-end model in the summer of 2003 were 
stymied by what appeared to be production 
delays. It was only revealed later that Apple had 
siphoned off some of those systems to send to 
Virginia Tech for use in System X, which was 
assembled and bench-tested in time to qualify 
for last year’s Top 500, a ranking of the world’s 
fastest supercomputers presented by the 
Universities of Mannheim and Tennessee and 
the National Energy Research Scientific 
Computing Center (NERSC). 

Apple introduced the Xserve G5 at Macworld 
Conference & Expo in San Francisco in January 2004. Later that 
month Virginia Tech indicated that it would upgrade, and Apple 
began shipping the Xserve G5 in quantity in March. 

A factor Virginia Tech cited in its decision to upgrade is the 
Xserve G5’s use of RAM that employs Error Correcting Code 
(ECC) protection — a feature absent from the Power Mac. 

Despite the upgrade, System X didn’t retain its number three 
spot in this year’s Top 500 list: other more powerful systems have 
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come online since 2003 that knocked System X back to seventh 
position. % Peter Cohen 

QuarkXPress 6.5 released 

In mid-October Quark announced QuarkXPress 6.5, a free update 
to its flagship desktop publishing software application. It is 
available for download from Quark’s web site now. 

QuarkXPress 6.5 includes new features like the QuarkVista 
image editing plug-in, which allows users to apply scale, crop, 
angle and skew transformations, import graphic files and 
manage colour space conversions. Native multi-layer Photoshop 
file import and layer editing is now supported with PSD Import, 
and QuarkXCIusive has been updated — a Mac OS X-only 
XTensions module used for variable data printing. The PSD 
Import Xtensions module and the updated QuarkXCIusive 
module will both be available for download for no charge shortly. 
• Peter Cohen 

Virtual PC 7 updated 

Microsoft’s Macintosh Business Unit has issued a patch for Virtual 
PC 7 that fixes a problem that occurred when running the software 
on Power Mac G5 computers with more than 2GB of RAM 
installed. Previously, Virtual PC 7 would not run on those 
computers, causing a fatal error that crashed the application. 
Microsoft also noted that Virtual PC 7.0.1 offers stability 
improvements, although it wasn’t more specific than that — some 
users have reported problems with using USB devices and other 
issues. • Brad Cook 

Firefox 1.0 released 

The Mozilla Organisation has released Firefox 1.0, the full version of 
the web browser previously available as a widely popular preview 
release that netted a total of more than eight million downloads. 
Firefox features popup blocking, tabbed browsing, privacy and 
security features, “Smart Keyword” searching, live bookmarks with 
RSS integration, a customisable interface and other features. 
Improvements since the preview release offered in September 
include better tabbed browsing control, language localisation for 14 
languages, and a large number of bug fixes. 
Firefox is free, and available for Mac OS X, Linux 
and Windows platforms. Mac system 
requirements call for a 604e/266MHz or faster, 
72MB hard disk space and Mac OS X vlO.1 .x or 
later. • Peter Cohen 


Wozniak joins Consumer 
Electronics Hall of Fame 

Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak joined ten 
other inductees at the Consumer Electronics 
Association’s (CEA) Hall of Fame awards dinner 
at the end of October. 

“As one of the honored, I was in incredible 
company of people changing lives in positive 
ways. One of my fellow inductees, Jerry Kalov 
said ‘we build fun devices.’ My goal in life has been to build the fun, 
often found in other consumer electronics devices, into computers,” 
said Wozniak. 

Wozniak was honoured alongside Sony Corp.’s Norio Ohgo, 
loudspeaker designer Paul Klipsch, Pioneer founder Ken Kai, cell 
phone system architecture designers Joel Engel and Richard 
Frankel and others. A complete list of this year’s inductees is 
available from the CEA web site (see “Hot links”). • Peter Cohen 
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■ SECURITY 

® 

HotUnks 

www.mi2g.com 

Digital risk specialist 

OS X and BSD "world's 
safest” systems 

L ondon-based mi2g Intelligence Unit has released a report that 
says Mac OS X and Berkeley Standard Distribution (BSD) 
Unix are the “world’s safest and most secure 24/7 online 
computing environments.” Linux operating systems offer the worst 
track record, according to mi2g, with Windows coming in second. 

“More and more smart individuals, government agencies and 
corporations are shifting towards Apple and BSD environments 
in 2004,” said DK Matai, Executive Chairman, mi2g. Matai calls 
adoption of Mac OS X and BSD Unix “an accelerating paradigm 
shift” thanks to professionals who “don’t have the time to cope 
with umpteen flavours of Linux or to wait for Microsoft’s 
Longhorn when Windows XP has proved to be a stumbling block 
in some well chronicled instances.” 

The study analysed 235,907 break-ins against permanently 
connected computers around the world, spanning a period from 


November 2003 to October 2004. The systems broken into run 
the gamut from home and small office machines to small, 
medium and large corporations - everything from computers 
connected to the internet without the benefit of a firewall, oper¬ 
ating by individual users, to firewall-protected enterprises with 
dedicated IT staff, intrusion detection systems and other protec¬ 
tive measures in place. 

Less than five percent. Of the 235,907 successful break- 
ins researched as part of this study, 65.64 percent, or 154,846, 
were made against Linux-based systems. Microsoft Windows 
computers accounted for 25.19 percent of all break-ins recorded, 
while Mac OS X or BSD-based computers accounted for just 4.82 
percent of all breaches recorded. 

Mac OS X and BSD Unix represent a smaller installed base of 
computers than Windows. This has led to what some security 
experts and industry pundits call “security through obscurity:” 
since there are fewer Macs, fewer hackers will tiy to exploit them, 
since they’re likely to have a less widespread impact and aren’t as 
familiar with the operating system. Mi2g makes no attempt to 
weigh in on this issue. 

Malware costs insignificant to Mac users. Mi2g also 

concluded that environments running Mac OS X, as well as BSD 
Unix and Linux, have not experienced “any significant economic 
damage” from malware attacks, such as viruses, worms and 
trojan horses. • Peter Cohen 


POSHM Masters MacOS X 




The best point of sale & inventory manager now takes full advantage 
of the world's best operating system. 


11 Robust and odaptable...POS'IM edges out in front when it comes to i i i i 

hitting the ground running and (providing) flexibility for your needs. T T T T 
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Choose your Mac 


Install POS-IM 


Plug in a printers 
barcode scanner 


Start Retailing! 


Easy to Use 
Single and Multi User 
Multi Store, Multi Site 
Mac and Windows compatible 


POS-IM 

POINT OF SALE 

INVENTORY MANAGEMENT 


Barcoding options 
Customisable reports 
Stock, Invoicing, Debtors... 
Integrates w/accounting software 










Call Symbiotic Australia on 03 9895 2999, or email sales@symbiotic.com.au 
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■ VIRUS SOFTWARE 

© 

Hot Links 

www.mcafee.com 

Anti-virus maker 

Cure causes 
disease? 



A few days after McAfee released the new version of its 
/ \ antivirus application Virex in late August, reports started 
JL ^.pouring in that the software’s e-mail-scanning function 
deleted users’ entire e-mail in-boxes when it found certain types 
of viruses. The problem was particularly troubling because Apple 
includes Virex with every .Mac account. What went wrong? A 
bug that McAfee wishes it had caught before it shipped Virex 7.5. 
“Similar problems were reported in McAfee’s beta-testing 
process, and the company believed that the 
problem had been corrected,” says 
Teney Takahashi, a market 
analyst at the Palo Alto, 
California-based Radicati 
Group. “However, a small 
percentage of viruses 
were still able to trigger 
a mailbox deletion in the 
final version.” 

McAfee and Apple 
pulled the product from 
their respective web sites. 
Candace Worley, McAfee’s 
director of security products 
management, says the problem 
is currently being fixed — 
Virex 7.5.1 should be available 
by the time you read this. The 
update will eliminate the problematic 
e-mail-scanning function. “It’s not 
optimal, but it’s the only short-term solu¬ 
tion that would ensure the delete risk was 
removed,” Worley says. “But this doesn’t mean there’s no protec¬ 
tion at all; if someone were to open an e-mail with an infection, 
the active scanner would catch it.” 

Worley says that future versions of Virex will include archi¬ 
tectural changes expected to eliminate the flaw altogether. 
Unfortunately, there’s no remedy for those users who lost entire 
in-boxes - that data can’t be recovered. 

Still, analyst Takahashi says McAfee reacted well to the 
problem, quickly accepting responsibility. “The company has been 
prudent in pulling its product and working towards a solution,” 
she says. “The impact for most users will be minimal, as only a 
small percentage of mailboxes were affected.” • Adelia Cellini 




MEDIA 


High-quality Analog-to-Digital Video Conversion 

Measuring just three inches wide and five inches long, 
ADVC55 is the world's smallest analog-to-digital video 
converter. Ideal for notebook video editing, ADVC55 
requires no additional power supply when connected to 
a 6-pin FireWire port.* 

Key Benefits 

> Connects VHS, Hi8 and other analog video equipment 
to any DV camera, deck or editing system 

> Compatible with video editing and DVD authoring 
applications including Canopus EDIUS, 

Canopus Let's EDIT, Final Cut Pro®, iMovie®, 

Vegas® Avid Xpress® DV, Adobe® Premiere® Pro, 
Pinnacle LiquidEdition™ and Ulead® MediaStudio® Pro 

> Compatible with Windows and Mac OS 


The ADVC55 AC Kit (sold separately) is required when connecting 
to a 4-pin IEEE 1394 port 


Mac Windows 


ADVC 55 


Advanced Digital Video Converter 


Small in size, 
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c. The Beatles’ recording company - Apple Corps - 
in 1989, for the similarity of its name to Apple’s 
user group division. 


7. Whom did Apple pay for rights to use the Macintosh name 
for its computer? 

a. The Oregon State Apple Growers’ Commission. 

b. The heirs of Charles Macintosh, the chemist who invented 
the first waterproof raincoat. 

c. Audio equipment manufacturer McIntosh Laboratory. 


8. What was the nature of the $US5000 bet Steve Jobs and Lisa 
product manager John Couch made in 1981? 

a. That the Mac would make it to market before the Lisa. 

b. Who could abstain from showering the longest. 

c. Who could charge the most for a slow, 
underpowered computer. 


9. How did former Apple CEO Gil Amelio respond when asked, 
“If you were going to prescribe a medicine for Apple, 
what would it be?” 

a. “Frankly, I’d administer a heavy dose of 
morphine to Steve.” 

b. “Give everyone a free bag of pot every day.” 

c. “There’s nothing wrong in Cupertino that a 

little caffeine couldn’t fix.” 


10. About whom was Jef Raskin, “the father of the Macintosh 
project,” speaking when he said, “He would have made an 
excellent king of France”? 

a. Jean-Louis Gassee, Apple’s vice president of 
product development. 

b. Steve Jobs, Apple’s chairman. 

c. Gaston Bastiaens, the head of Apple’s Personal Interactive 
Electronics Division. 


11. What was Compaq’s vice president of corporate develop¬ 
ment Robert W. Stearns talking about when he said, “They are 
smoking dope. There’s no way it’s going to work”? 

a. The “Star Trek” project - Apple’s attempt to port the Mac 
operating system to Intel processors. 

b. The Newton MessagePad’s handwriting recognition. 

c. The alliance between Apple and IBM to develop the 
PowerPC processor. 


■ 20 YEARS OF THE MAC 

© 

Hot Unks 

www.owenink.com/ac/contents.html 

A closer look at Linzmayer’s book 


Hands on buzzers 


A lot can happen in two decades. 

To mark the end of 2004 — the 20th-anniversary 
year of the Mac — we tapped Owen W. Linzmayer, 
the author of Apple Confidential 2.0: The Definitive 
History of the World’s Most Colorful Company (No 
Starch Press, 2004), to stump you with 20 tricky 
trivia questions. Once you think you know the 
answers, turn to page 25 to see how your 
knowledge stacks up. 

1. What was the first product Apple co-founders Steve Wozniak 
and Steve Job sold together? 

a. Blue boxes for illegally making free telephone calls. 

b. Blueprints for the Apple I computer. 

c. Pints of blueberries at Casa de Fruta in Gilroy, California. 


2. When did Macintosh revenue first surpass that of the vener¬ 
able Apple II product line? 

a. 1984. 

b. 1985. 

c. 1986. 


3. When did Steve Jobs first become a billionaire? 

a. In 1981, after Apple went public. 

b. In 1995, after Pixar went public. 

c. In 1996, after he sold NeXT to Apple. 


4. To what was Roger Heinen, manager of Mac software archi¬ 
tecture at Apple, referring when he said, “All the MBAs in the 
world can’t convince us it’s a good model”? 

a. Licensing the Mac operating system in 1985. 

b. Adopting Unix as the underpinning of Mac OS X in 1998. 

c. Porting System 7 to run on Intel processors in 1992. 


5. On what computer did the proprietary Apple Desktop Bus 
(ADB) make its debut? 

a. The Mac SE in 1987. 

b. The Apple IIGS in 1986. 

c. The Lisa XL in 1983. 


6. Who was not sued by Apple? 

a. Steve Jobs in 1985, for dereliction of duties as chairman 
when he resigned from Apple to form what would become 
NeXT Computer. 

b. Microsoft in 1988, for appropriating elements of the 
Macintosh graphic interface and using them in Windows 2.03. 
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Hertzfeld speaking when he said, “He was a total 
poseur”? 

a. Apple CEO Michael Spindler, for demanding 
$3.7 million in severance pay. 

b. Apple CEO John Sculley, for appointing himself 
Apple’s chief technology officer. 

c. Apple CEO Gil Amelio, for insisting on being called 
Amelio” because he had earned a Ph.D. in physics. 

13, Which of the following was not designed by 
Jonathan Ive, now Apple’s vice president of industrial 
design? 

a. The Newton MessagePad 110. 

b. The eMate. 

c. The MacTV. 

14, Who or which of the following did not sue Apple? 

a. Folk singer Bob Dylan in 1994, to prevent Apple from 
releasing the Newton’s programming language under the 
name Dylan. 

b. Fig Newton producer Nabisco in 1992, to prevent Apple 
from releasing its PDA under the name Newton. 

c. Xerox in 1989, challenging the validity of Apple’s 

copyrights covering the Lisa and the Mac 
\ graphic interface. 


15, To what was former Apple software evan¬ 
gelist Guy Kawasaki referring when he said, 
“Medicine will cure death and government will 
repeal taxes before Steve [Jobs] will fail. You 
can quote me”? 

a. The Power Mac G4 Cube. 

b. The Macintosh Portable. 

c. The NeXTStation. 








16, Which of the following quotes was not uttered by feisty 
Frenchman Jean-Louis Gassee? 

a. “We don’t want to castrate our computers to make them 
inexpensive. We make Hondas, we don’t make Yugos.” 

b. “One’s experience with the personal computer should be 
better than the greatest orgasm you could have.” 

c. “Forcing Apple to buy its next-generation operating 
system from Be makes my nipples hard.” 


17. To what was Apple’s director of Mac platform 
marketing Michael Mace referring when he said “[It] is 
the most over-hyped product in the history of the PC 
industry”? 

a. Microsoft Windows 95. 

b. The NeXT computer, aka “the Cube.” 

c. The original Bondi blue iMac. 



Dell 


Balmer 


Jobs 


18, Who said, “If I were running Apple, I would milk the 
Macintosh for all it’s worth — and get busy on the next great 
thing. The PC wars are over. Done. Microsoft won a long time 
ago.” 

a. Dell Computer CEO Michael Dell in 1997. 

b. Microsoft president Steve Balmer in 1998. 

c. NeXT CEO Steve Jobs in 1996. 

19. What did Apple CEO John Sculley predict in 1992 would 
become a $3 trillion market by the beginning of the 21st 
century? 

a. Personal digital assistants. 

b. Digital music downloads. 

c. Macintosh clones. 

20. Complete this quote by Apple CEO 

Michael Spindler: “If anybody makes a Mac 
cheaper than we do from a cost stand¬ 
point, with our volume of a couple million 
machines...” 

a. “...we should be shot.” 

b. “...we’ll buy the company.” 

c. “...I’ll resign to go pick edelweiss in 
Germany.” 

For answers turn to page 25. 


































■ VIDEO 

® 

Hot Links 

www.pinnaclesys.com 

Pinnacle Systems 

www.aja.com 

AJA Video 

www.decklink.com 

BlackMagic Design 

www.auroravideosys.com 

Aurora Video Systems 

www.heuris.com 

Heuris HD video tools 

www.lumierehd.com 

Lumiere HD 


this year. (Even standard FireWire 400 has plenty of bandwidth 
for DVCPRO HD.) 

Although DVCPRO HD cameras are still in the professionals- 
only price range, you can capture that professional-quality video 
into Final Cut Pro HD using a Panasonic AJ-HD1200A HD deck. 
The deck costs less than half of what you would have paid for an 
HD deck before this one came out. The system requirements are so 
basic that you can use a PowerBook to capture and edit HD. 

Final Cut Pro HD also has the ability to play HD footage out to 
a Cinema Display or a DVI projector. The 23- and 30-inch Apple 
Cinema Displays work particularly well with this feature, since 
their optimal resolution settings surpass the HD pixel count. 


Your high-def Mac 

H igh Definition (HD) video - once limited to people with 
very deep pockets — is catching on as financially viable for 
even the most modest budgets. By renaming its profes¬ 
sional video-editing software Final Cut Pro HD, Apple has also 
acknowledged the growing popularity and viability of HD 
on the Mac. Last month we introduced you to the world 
of HD video; now let’s take a look at how Mac users 
can get in on the game. 


FOP the pros. HD falls into two main 
camps: professional production level — with 
expensive equipment, superb quality, and high data 
rates — and consumer level, which is typically more affordable 
and highly compressed. 

Professional HD facilities usually edit with uncompressed HD, 
which requires staggeringly high data rates. A 1080i HD signal, 
for example, needs 160 MBps of throughput (to compare data rates 
for several common formats, see the table “Data deluge”). As a 
result, editing uncompressed HD requires a hefty Final Cut Pro 
system, preferably with a dual-processor G5, and large and very 
fast RAID storage - an hour of that uncompressed 1080i HD video 
gobbles up more than half a terabyte of hard-drive space. 

Editing HD video in Final Cut Pro has been possible since the 
introduction, back in the OS 9 days, of Pinnacle Systems’ 
CineWave HD capture card - which now supports Power Mac G5s 
and Final Cut Pro HD in OS X. But Pinnacle has plenty of compe¬ 
tition. AJA Video and BlackMagic Design are releasing second- 
generation versions of their HD cards that support both Standard 
Definition (SD) and HD video: the Kona 2 HD and DeckLink HD 
Pro, respectively. Aurora Video Systems has entered the HD space, 
with its PipeHD card. 

Apple finally tacked the HD onto the Final Cut Pro name in 
April 2004 because editing professional HD content without any 
extra hardware or drives had finally become possible. How? With 
FireWire. 

Panasonic has an HD format, DVCPRO HD, that is based on DV. 
In fact, people in the industry sometimes call this format DV100 
because it uses DV-type compression to record to tape at 100 
Mbps (four times the rate of normal DV). Two years ago, Apple 
vowed to support the Panasonic platform and Panasonic vowed 
to add FireWire to all its decks - the result was HD over FireWire 



For the rest of US. Non-professionals - whether they’re 
watching an HD signal from satellite, cable, or over-the-air 
sources, or recording with an HD video camcorder — never deal 
with uncompressed HD. Highly compressed video formats (usually 
HD MPEG-2) are far more manageable and easier to store, in the 
range of 2.4 MBps. Because this signal is so highly compressed, 
you can easily capture it to stock hard drives. 

Consumer HD got a big boost when JVC introduced the first 
HDV camcorder, the GR-HD1, in 2003. (HDV is HD for 
the masses - it lets users record very compressed HD 
MPEG-2 video onto DV tapes, as both 720P and 1080i. The 
quality for the price is astounding, and the data rate is in the 
same ballpark as conventional digital video’s.) The GR-HD1 was 
followed by the HD10U. And Sony’s HDR-FXI should be out soon. 

These HDV camcorders also come equipped with a FireWire 
port that lets users transfer footage to computers to edit and also 
send video to HD DVHS tape. Unfortunately, the editing program 
that JVC currently includes with its HDV camcorder supports only 
Windows XP. MPEG-2 is notoriously difficult to edit because of 
its inter-frame compression, but Apple has promised native 
support of HD MPEG-2 in a future update to Final Cut Pro HD. 
Currently, if you want to edit HDV in Final Cut Pro HD, you’ll 
need a third-party application such as Heuris’s XtractorHDV (part 
of the Indie Tool Kit; see “Hot links”) or Lumiere HD’s epony¬ 
mous product (see “Hot links”) to import and use the footage. 

There’s more good news for Mac video creators - with Mac OS 
X 10.4, Apple plans to add support for H.264/AVC (Advanced 
Video Coding) video, one of the video types approved for the new 
HD DVD standard — which will make HD content even easier to 
distribute. • Anton Linecker 


As video quality increases and less compression is used, video data 
rates are skyrocketing. Here are rates for some common video formats.* 

Video Format 

Data Rate 


(MBps) 

HDV, ATSC HD broadcast 1 

3 

DV (25) 1 

3.6 

DVCPRO HD 720P 24-fps (native) 1 

5.8 

DVCPRO HD 1080i 30-fps (native) ■ 

14 

Uncompressed SD 10-bit 30-fps ■■ 

27 





* All capture rates include sound. 
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Off the net 

Latest shareware and free downloads 


■ Gimp.app 
2.0.5-2 
Freeware X 
(10.3 or later) 

If you can’t 
afford 

Photoshop but 
need a powerful 
image editor, 
Gimp might do. 
It’s a bit trickier 
to use but very powerful. It needs Apple 
X11 installed (on the third Panther CD, or 
from Apple’s web site). 

■ Zoe 0.6.1 Freeware X 

Uses the powerful open-source Lucene 
search engine to pre-index your mail as it 
arrives, allowing you to Google search for 
mail on your desktop with instant results. 

■ Trash It! 3.5.1 Freeware X (10.2 or later) 

Deletes stubborn files from within your trash. 

■ StopStart 0.3 Freeware X 

Allows you to put an application to sleep, 
freeing up the CPU completely from that 
program. The program can be brought 
back to life instantly. Great for big programs 
like Photoshop which are a pain to quit 
because they take so long to reload. 

■ Disk Order 0.9.5 $US22.57 Shareware 
X (10.2.4 or later) 

Two-paned file manager, for people who like 
Windows Explorer, or find the OS X Finder 
cumbersome for organising files. 

■ Clix 1.4 Freeware X (10.2 or later) 

Helps you learn the OS X command line by 
giving example command lines and 
explaining what they do. The examples are 
grouped by task. 


■ MacOS Classic Sound Pack 1.3 
Freeware X (10.2 or later) 

Brings back the OS 6 and 7 sounds to OS X! 

■ MacFreePOPs 1.5 Freeware X (10.2 or 
later) 

Download webmail from Yahoo, GMail, 
Hotmail and others into a standard POP3 
mail client. 

■ MPlayer OS X 2.0b8r3f Freeware X 
(10.3 or later) 

Competing for the world’s most complex 
version number, this upgrade to MPlayer 
provides one of the most complete open- 
source video players for Mac, handling 
most of the formats you’ll ever encounter on 
the internet (including the notoriously 
difficult Windows Media Video). 

■ iCIock 2.0 $US20 Shareware 
X (10.2 or later) 

Replace the underwhelming OS X menu bar 
clock with one that can show you different 
timezones, a calendar, stock ticker and more. 

■ Authoxy 3.1.2 $US10 Shareware X 
(10.2 or later) 

Lets you connect a Mac to a Microsoft 
Proxy Server in a corporate environment. 

■ Hold On 0.2 Freeware X (10.3 or later) 

Monitor your phone line through your Mac’s 
speaker using the inbuilt modem (get on 
with other work while you’re on hold!) 

■ Monolingual 1.2.7 Freeware X 

Delete all the extra system languages 
installed with OS X, freeing up to 200MB 
disk space. 


■ SAFT 7.2.0 $US10 Shareware X 
(10.3.5) 

Adds many features to Safari, including 
crash protection (restores browser windows 
to the state they were before a Safari 
crash), blocking of images and plugins, full 
screen mode and more. 

■ Measuring Cup 1.0 Freeware X (10.2.8 
or later) 

Easy to use OS X recipe manager with 
iTunes-like recipe organiser. 

■ Speed Freak 2.2 Freeware X (10.3.4) 

Makes your system feel faster by allocating more 
processor time to the front-most application. 

■ MSN Messenger 4.01 Freeware 
X (10.1.3 or later) 

Bug fix update to MSN Messenger 

■ Microsoft Remote Desktop Connection 
1.0.3 Freeware X (10.2.8 or later) 

Improves stability when using Microsoft 
Remote Desktop Connection to control a 
Windows PC — especially when restarting 
the remote PC, RDP now quits gracefully 
instead of hanging. 

■ Microsoft Office v.X 10.1.6 Freeware X 

Updates stability and security issues with 
Office v.X. 

■ Microsoft Office 2004 11.1.0 Freeware X 

Security and bug fixes for Office 2004. 

• Dan Warne 

® 

Hot Links 

www.ausmac.net 

Download the software in Off the net 



Quiz answers 

1: a; 2: c; 3: b; 4: c; 5: b; 6: c; 7: c; 8: a; 9: b; 10: b; 11: c; 12: b; 13: c; 14: b; 15: c; 16: c; 17: a; 18: c; 19: a; 20: a. 


Shop till you (don’t) drop. 

Online shopping for the astute IVIac user. 
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The view from the other 


Re:seller. 


side of the counter. 




No more be grieved at that which thou has done: 
Roses have thorns, and silver fountains mud. 


Hot Links 

www.apple.com.au/buy 

Find your local reseller 


Shakespeare. Sonnet 35. 


H OW do we love thee, Apple? Let me count the ways a reseller 
has to love Apple Computer. First let me say that is no contra¬ 
diction of other — similar — columns you might have read. 
Oh, no. For if is often, rightly, said there.is no light without darkness. 
No night without day. 

Apple, of all companies, despite a near-constant cloud of supply 
problems-that resellers — and others — say so much about, has 
some pretty neat advantages to counter any perceived negative 
aspects. If that were not true, the businesses of none but the most 
dyed-in-the-wool Macatistas would survive. 

Fact is, resellers aren’t blinded by their loyalties (and contracts) to 
Apple. They’re rightly proud of some truly great product. Pretty much 
anyone who didn’t suddenly start taking an interest in computers in 
the last two years was rather impressed by the 
decor and user-friendliness of the original iMac. 

I, personally, dug.the colours. Not having ever 
seen a computer pretty enough to put in my 
bedroom before, f remember spending at least 
six. months in my mis-spent 1990s plotting 
(unsuccessfully)-how to acquire one on my 
junior staffer’s income. 

Many resellers became enamoured of Apple 
long before starting in computer sales. Unlike 
other, more “human’’ infatuations, the love affair 
with Apple Computer seems to last more than 
the expected two years. In business, one might 
reasonably expect to develop a tolerance to 
those endorphins much sooner. 

More recently, the iPod has been a lightning rod for how resellers and 
customers alike feel about Apple. When people want to put a gloss on 
Apple’s sales performance, they point to the iPod for proof. When 
people want to criticise Apple, they do the same. 

The iPod is quintessential^ Apple. It is light, brfght and genuinely 
innovative. The iPod has even been coveted by the urban uber-cool 
— the "No Logo” crowd. That patina is now slowly fading; today, the 
iPod is so popular that those dudes swap the tell-tale white earbuds 
for generic headphones to avoid becoming "one of the crowd". 

The iPod is not a work of art. It’s a piece of plastic IT. That a little 
box could ever rise to such cultural heights shows exactly what is so 
special about it and about Apple — and why resellers will stick 
around, no matter what. 

Apple has led the pack more or less consistently from the 1980s to 
the 2000s in an industry where innovation is necessary, not an extra¬ 
curricular bonus. Apple innovations also keep selling, despite supply 
problems, support issues or any other challenges. I’d like to see Dell get 
away with that. I’d like to see Toshiba, or HR or Acer get away with that. 


Apple’s innovations generally perform well, and there’s no better 
product support a vendor can give a reseller. A retailer’s or solution 
provider’s worst nightmare would undoubtedly involve dissatisfied 
customers. Hell hath no fury like an IT consumer scorned. 

Dell sells cheaply and directly, but how many times have I heard 
service providers complain about Dell’s post-sales service? It’s just 
as well they sell direct, because how most resellers make money 
is by minimising the actual hours of support necessary. Apple fits 
that bill. 

Hewlett-Packard is probably the closest of the global vendors to 
Apple in terms of the diversity of its offerings, for both consumers 
and business. Yet HP has never been able to fire its well-funded, 
carefully targeted shafts right into end-users’ hearts the way Apple 
has, despite recent marketing ploys such as 
the "HP Invent” campaign. Users don’t really 
care whether they have HP computers, or Acer 
or IBM computers. 

They do care whether they have Macintoshes. 
When supply runs low, prospective Apple 
buyers don’t tend to run off and buy an IBM, 
Dell or HP version of the same thing. They wait, 
sometimes for months, in a world where we 
increasingly bemoan our ever-shortening 
mental fuses and attention spans. Apple’s point 
of difference is obvious and long-lasting despite 
the continuous commoditisation of IT. 

The other big thing resellers like is solid finan¬ 
cial results. Generous profits supported by 
strong revenue and sales growth promote end-user confidence. 
Apple has just delivered ten consecutive quarters of growth, its 
highest revenue in nine years, and doubled its profits year on year in 
the last fiscal quarter. 

The company reported robust sales of iBooks, PowerBooks and 
iPods and better than expected results from education and even 
retail verticals to earn $US106 million on total revenue of $US2.4 
billion. This time last year, Apple earned $US44 million on revenue 
of $US1.7 billion. More tnan two million iPods were sold in the fourth 
quarter, up from just 860,000 in the third quarter of 2004. 

Next Byte told me last month it had closed its Melbourne NBPC 
store nary a year after it first opened. It wasn’t going so badly really, 
boss Adam Steinhardt told me, but it seemed silly to feed money 
into a separate operation for PCs when his core business — selling 
Apple computers — was so strong. ^ 


Fleur Doidge is a longtime observer of the Mac reseller channel in Australia. 
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Surrounded by sound. 3D positional 

surround sound is gaining traction in Mac games, 
thanks to M-Audio’s Revolution 5.1 card and 
OpenAL. Gamers looking for real 3D sound that 
won’t annoy roommates or co-workers will 
appreciate Zalman’s ZM-RS6F Theatre 6 
Surround Headphones, which use the discrete 
front, centre, and rear inputs on sound cards 
such as the Revolution 5.1 to generate 3D sound 
— no signal-delay trickery here, as on cheaper 
sets. Great for LAN parties, too. 

$US50; Available online. 
www.zalmanusa.com 


By various authors. 


The Mac is famously 
“lickable” — and today’s 
Mac-compatible gadgets are 
enough to make you drool. This 
selection of our favourites — a 
feast for the Mac lover’s senses 
— includes products that have 
universal appeal and products 
designed for a particular type of 
person. So read on to find the 
perfect gift for everyone: office 
workers, photographers, 
moviemakers, nature lovers, 
travellers, gamers, music 
lovers, new parents, teens, and 
geeks. And after you’ve 
crossed the last name off your 
list, reward yourself with your 
favourite Mac treat. 
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Seeing Nemo. Your eyes may be 
looking at the bluest water you’ve ever swum 
in, but your camera sees only grey, blurry 
splotches. When your photo explorations take 
you into the ocean, invest in a waterproof 
housing for your digital camera. The Olympus 
PT-016 features easy-to-press controls (great 
for zooming) and a flash diffuser, and it’s 
waterproof down to 40 metres. A viewfinder 
hood lets you preview your images while 
you’re still underwater, rather than making 
you wait until you’re landlocked at home. 

Note that the PT-016 fits only three Olympus 
cameras; for a long list of other housings and 
compatible cameras, see below. 

$399; Available from good camera stores. 

www.olympus.com.au 

find.macworld.com/0123 


This medium is the message. 

You don’t make movies — you create 
cinematic masterpieces. When you burn 
them to DVD, you want your media to be 
special, too. With a look that mimics 
traditional film reels, Verbatim’s 
DigitalMovie DVD-Rs and DVD + Rs mark 
you as the auteur you are. The 4.7GB 
discs, which hold as much as two hours of 
your sequel to Citizen Kane, come in packs 
of three, five, or ten. 

Available from good stationers and 
computer stores. 
www.verbatim.com 


Stop-motion movies, it's cold 

outside, and you’ve exhausted every possible 
subject in your house. Time to unleash your 
inner Ray Harryhausen. With a digital 
camcorder, a few cans of Play-Doh, and 
Boinx Software’s iStopMotion, you can make 
stop-motion movies reminiscent of 
Harryhausen’s movie monsters. Create 
shapes, add a few toys, and film their 
interactions one frame at a time using 
iStopMotion’s intuitive interface. Then dump 
the footage into iMovie for editing, and 
squoosh the Play-Doh into coloured, swirly 
blobs. (To watch an example, see the first 
URL below.) 

$US40; Available online. 

www.necoffee.com/imovievqs/ 

movies/DumpTrek3.mov 

www.istopmotion.com 

www.play-doh.com 
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Second helpings. Digital video has 
become the monster that eats everything in 
its path. Remember when a 4.7GB DVD disc 
seemed like a lot of space? Ha! That’s a 
mere appetiser today. To keep up with digital 
video’s insatiable appetite, LaCie’s d2 burner 
handles newer DVD+R DL (also known as 
DVD+R9) media, which can store up to 
8.5GB on one dual-layer disc. That’s roughly 
four hours of MPEG-2 DVD video, which most 
DVD-ROM drives and consumer DVD players 
can play back. One downside: to turn on the 
d2, you have to push the power button in and 
to the left. Once you’re beyond that, this drive 
should keep digital video at bay ... for now. 
$399; LaCie, 02 9669 6900. 


Thanks for the memory. No longer 
must your Swiss Army Knife be reserved for 
carving walking sticks or trimming tent ropes. 
The SwissMemory is a pocket knife with a 
blade, a nail file, a screwdriver, scissors, a 
ballpoint pen, and 64MB or 128MB of 
removable USB flash storage. It also comes 
in a version without the pointy objects that 
cause problems at airports. 

64MB, $119; 128MB, $149; 64MB airport- 
safe $100; 128MB airport-safe $139; 
Sheldon and Hammond 02 9482 6666. 
www.victorinox.com 


Java jive. Say you want to keep a 
beverage hot while you work, but you don’t 
have access to a microwave because you’re 
on the road. A USB Cup Warmer plugs into a 
Mac’s USB port and warms your mug for 30 
minutes, providing heat directly from your 
computer. This gadget is also great for lazy 
office workers. Try and Byte is also a great 
place to find wacky devices like musical 
snowmen and Christmas trees that light up 
— all on USB power. 

$20; Try and Byte 02 9906 5227. 
www.tryandbyte.com.au 


www.lacie.com.au 
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Spyware. You’re an international spy 
entering the villain’s headquarters incognito. 
The guards search you. “She’s clean,” they 
say. “Nothing but a ballpoint pen.” Minutes 
later, you slip into the control room, plug your 
“pen" into a computer’s USB port, and 
download the bad guy’s plans for world 
domination. As you leap to freedom through 
the plate-glass window, you shout, “Thanks 
for Edge Tech’s 32MB DiskGO USB 2.0 Flash 
Drive Plus Ink Pen, Q!” (Editor’s note: also 
handy for transporting work files and writing 
nasty notes to the person who’s stealing your 
lunch from the fridge.) 

$US36; Available online. 
www.edgememory.com 


On the Case. Professional laptop users 
share a single lament — laptop bags never 
have enough pockets. You won’t hear that 
complaint from owners of the Cobra XM, by 
Booq. Its numerous pockets and 
compartments should carry anything and 
everything you want to toss in — it even 
expands to allow more room if necessary. 
Also included is a padded laptop sleeve to 
keep your PowerBook doubly secure. It’s 
functionality without compromising on style. 
$299; Powermove 03 9499 2744. 
www.power.com.au 


Satisfy a sweet tooth. If you’d like to 
treat a hard-core Mac gamer to the sweetest 
eye candy, ATI Technologies’ Radeon 9800 
Pro Mac Edition card is just the thing. It 
supports the pixel and shading effects you’ll 
see in the latest games; includes DVI, VGA, 
and 128MB of VRAM; and even has an S- 
Video connector so you can hook up your 
Mac to a TV. There’s also a Power Mac 
G5-only Special Edition version that doubles 
the VRAM to 256MB and nixes S-Video and 
VGA support, but adds an ADC connector for 
Apple’s older Cinema Displays. 

Mac Edition, $799; Special Edition, $899; 
Palaeographies 03 9532 4855. 
www.ati.com 
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Bend it, shape it. Thanks to Apple's 
GarageBand, closet rock stars can now 
afford to make music at home. Recording 
vocals for your creations is easy and 
affordable with the MacMice MicFlex. It’s a 
unique USB microphone that you can use for 
everything from voice-overs to lead vocals to 
acoustic-guitar ballads. The flexible steel tube 
bends into many configurations, and you can 
remove the mike from the base and plug it 
directly into your Mac. 

$95; MacSense 02 9319 2288. 
www.macmice.com 


USB juicer. Do you know Mac users 
whose mobile phones always run out of 
juice? The Zip-Linq Wireless Phone Charger 
can restore their gift of gab. It plugs into a 
Mac’s USB port and includes a 6-volt 
booster. There are two versions (I and II), 
so check the lists of compatible phones on 
the company’s web site before you buy. 

For more powering options, you can pair the 
charger cable with the company’s wall-outlet 
and car adapters. 

Versions I and II, $27 each; 

Available online. 
www.ideliverit.com/ziplinq.asp 


Share the love. True music fans aren’t 
happy just enjoying their tunes alone; they 
want to recruit new disciples of their latest 
melodic discoveries. Two portable speaker 
systems from Flarman Multimedia let the 
audiophiles in your life share their tunes 
wherever they go. The JBL OnTour is a slick 
little package that hooks up to computers, 

MP3 players, CD players, and more through a 
stereo minijack. It should ship in Australia early 
next year. For better sound you can buy right 
now, try the JBL OnStage, a donut-shaped 
docking station; its included adapters can 
accommodate all iPods. (A stereo minijack lets 
you connect almost anything else.) 

JBL OnTour, pricing not finalised; JBL 
OnStage, $299; Available through the 
Apple Store online and, from January, 
through Conexus 02 9975 2799. 
www.apple.com.au/store 
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Instant pictures, with constant 
feedings, burping, and diaper changes, it’s a 
small miracle if parents can manage to take a 
shower, let alone get pictures made from 
digital images of their little bundle of joy. 

Help out with a printer that makes creating 4x6 
prints of their baby as easy as can be. 

Harried parents can pop most digital cameras’ 
memory cards into the Epson PictureMate and 
have pictures in minutes. 

$399; Epson 1300 361 054. 
www.epson.com.au 


Moving pictures. Your newest 
grandchild, niece, or nephew may live 
hundreds of kilometres away, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t see the baby just about 
anytime, through the miracle of video chat. 
Give the parents a tiny, easy-to-use Apple 
iSight video camera, and you’ll be able to see 
and hear the little one — spit-up and all — 
through a broadband connection. The new 
family will think the gift is for them, but you’ll 
know better. 

$259; Apple Computer 133 622. 
www.apple.com.au/isight 


The watcher. Road warriors who enjoy a 
spot of TV viewing between meetings will love 
this. The EasyWatch, by Satelco, uses a PC 
Card connected to an antenna that hooks on 
to your PowerBook screen to view DVB-T 
(that’s terrestrial digital television) signals 
wherever they’re broadcast. What’s more it 
comes with a modified version of EIGato’s 
EyeTV software, allowing you to make 
recordings of the shows you watch and view 
them later. Other functions of EyeTV, such as 
pausing, rewinding and fast-forwarding live TV 
broadcasts, are also supported. Cool. 

$699; MemSol 03 9645 3806. 


www.memsol.com.au 
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Beam me up, iPod. Sure, you’ve got 
all the cool accessories that make your iPod all 
that it can be — but I bet you never saw this 
one coming. The Griffin Technology iBeam kit 
includes a flashlight and laser pointer, each of 
which attaches to your third-generation or 
fourth-generation iPod or your iPod mini. Use 
the flashlight to make sure you’ve got the right 
door after a night on the town, or pop on the 
laser pointer when you find yourself giving an 
important presentation or need to amuse the 
cat without getting up. 

$44 for the set, MemSol 03 9645 3806. 
www.memsol.com.au 


All-around camera. For parents with 
a new baby, every coo, giggle, and step is 
priceless documentary material. They can 
build a digital archive with Canon’s five- 
megapixel digital camera, the PowerShot A95. 

It boasts 14 shooting modes (including a video 
mode that can capture a full three-minute 
giggle test, walking attempt, or crying jag) and 
enough pixel power to print images larger than 
8.5x11 inches. Nice touches like a rotating 
LCD monitor, variable autofocus frame 
selection, and manual shutter and aperture 
options ensure they don’t miss a moment. 
$649; Canon 02 9805 2000. 
www.canon.com 


Not just a pretty face. Kids today! 
They like bling, but they aren’t careful with it. 
Happily, the Olympus ji mini digital camera is 
here to save you from another repetition of the 
“When I was your age” lecture. Its shiny, funky 
body (which comes in six colours) will please 
the most trend-conscious teen, and it’s rugged 
enough to withstand splashes of water and life 
in the bottom of a backpack. 

$599; Available from good camera stores. 
www.olympus.com.au 
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New Games for your Macintosh 










Project Nomads 

Coming Soon-$Call 


Massive Assault 

Now Shipping -$66.00 


World of Warcraft 
Due 23 Nov -$89.95 


F/A-18 Op Iraqi Freedom Myst IV: Revelation 

New! Shipping! - $89.95 K Now Shipping -$84.95 j| 


the# 


printshop 

F O R M A C 


HEINCREDI 


* l 




BIG 


Printshop for OS X DOOM 3 for OS X 

Now Shipping -$89.95 9 Due Late Dec.- $69.95 


Railroad Tycoon 3 Rise of Nations 

Now Shipping -$89.95 m Due Late Nov. - $89.95 


The Incredibles 

Due Late Nov. - $44.95 


New Games Due for Christmas — Doom 3 Title 


Price Title 


Price 


Men of Valor • Chessmate 9000 • Lego Bionicle 
Call of Duty United Offensive • Ford Racing 2 
CSI • Big Metal Box 2 • Family Fun Pack 2 

See our website for more details 

New Releases & New Prices 

Bold = New Release * $Red = New Low Price 
Title _ Price 

007 Nightfire. $44.95 

Age of Empires II Gold Edition.$89.95 

Age of Mythology.$99.00 

Alien Vs Predator 2.$69.00 

Alien Vs Predator Gold. $19.95 

Baldur's Gate II - Shadows of Amn.$69.00 

Baldur's Gate II - Throne of Bhall add on.$49.95 

BattleField 1942 .$69.95 

BattleField 1942 Secret Weapons Add-on. $44.95 

Big Metal Box - Feral Bundle Pack.$79.95 

Bugdom 2.$69.95 

Call Of Duty. $69.95 

Championship Manager 5 (Season 03/04) .... $29.95 

Command & Conquer Generals.$69.95 

Civilization III Game of the Year Ed.$89.95 

Delta Force: Black Hawk Down.$59.95 

Emperor's Mahjong.$29.95 

Enemy Engaged. $59.95 


Europa Universalis II. 

Family 4 Fun Pack - Feral Bundle Pack. 

Formula 1 - EA Sports. 

Ghost Master. 

Halo. 

Harry Potter Deluxe Edition. 

Hearts of Iron. 

IceWind Dale. 

Indiana Jones & Emperor's Tomb. 

Knights & Merchants. 

Leave the Lights On Collection. 

The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King. 

Medal of Honor - Deluxe Edition. 

Medal of Honor - Spearhead Expansion. 

Medal Of Honor - Breakthrough Add On.. 

Myst IV: Revelation. 

NeverWinter Nights. 

N.Winter Nights Shadows of Unrentide .. 
N.Winter Nights Hordes of the Underdark 

No One Lives Forever 2. 

Oni Mac. 

Rayman 3. 

Republic - The Revolution. 

Shrek 2: The Game. 

Sim City 4. 

Space Colony. 

Spiderman2 . 

Star Trek: Voyager: Elite Force II. 




Available from your local AppleCentre or directly from Try & Byte 

To find your nearest AppleCentre, go to: http://store.apple.com.au/buy/ 


$39.95 Star Wars Jedi Knight: Jedi Academy. $59.95 

$74.95 Star Wars - Galactic Battlegrounds.$39.95 

$34.95 Star Wars - GB - Clone Campaigns Expansion... $39.95 

$29.95 Star Wars Knights of the Old Republic.... $69.95 

$99.00 StrongHold.$54.95 

$59.95 The Sims. $66.00 

$39.95 The Sims - Deluxe Combo Pack. $77.00 

$19.95 The Sims - Hot Date Expansion. $34.95 

$34.95 The Sims - House Party Expansion. $34.95 

$19.95 The Sims - SuperStar Expansion. $34.95 

$44.95 The Sims - Unleashed Expansion. $34.95 

$34.95 The Sims-Vacation Expansion. $34.95 

$79.95 The Sims - Makin Magic Expansion. $34.95 

$44.95 Tiger Woods PGA Tour.$59.95 

$44.95 Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six 3: Raven Shield. $59.95 

$84.95 Tom Clancy's Ghost Recon.$59.95 

$99.00 Tomb Raider - Angel of Darkness.$59.95 

$59.95 Total Immersion Racing. $29.95 

$59.95 Tropico Mac. $34.95 

$44.95 Tron 2.0. $59.95 

$34.95 Unreal Tournament 2004.$89.95 

$29.95 Victoria. $54.95 

$59.95 Warrior Kings. $29.95 

$34.95 Worms 3D. $29.95 

$59.95 Worms Blast. $19.95 

$34.95 X2 Wolverine's Revenge.$39.95 

$44.95 Zoo Tycoon. $59.95 

$34.95 Zoo Tycoon - Marine Mania -Add on.$49.95 

E&OC. PricK and specifications subject to dung? without notice. Prices do not indude deiivefy. 

Shop 4/401 Pacific Highway, Artarmon NSW 2064 
Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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Media mogul. Your Mac may be the 
centre of your digital lifestyle, but the TV is 
where the sofa is. Now you can view photos, 
and movies or listen to music in the comfort of 
your lounge room with the TViX from DViCO. 
Featuring component, composite and SCART 
connectors for just about any home theatre 
system, the TViX can display JPEGS or play 
movies in DivX, XViD, MPEG-1 and MPEG-2 
formats, as well as IFO and ISO images of 
DVDs (though you’ll have to obtain the 
software for getting those yourself). Audio 
formats supported include MP3, WMA and 
Ogg-Vorbis. All you do is connect it to your 
Mac using FireWire (it also acts as an external 
hard drive) and copy your gigabytes of 
multimedia across. Then plug it into the TV, hit 
the remote, and enjoy. 

$465 80GB; $509 120GB; $525 160GB; 
$605 200GB; $745 250GB; MacSense 


Shark attack. You know those radio 
shows you always miss because you’re at 
work? RadioShark to the rescue. Simply plug 
the Shark — an AM/FM radio tuner that looks 
like a cross between an iPod and a shark fin 
and behaves like a radio version of EyeTV — 
into any USB port. Then record any program 
or schedule the Shark to record specific 
programs for you. Its time-shift recording 
feature lets you pause live broadcasts and 
return to them later. Just as RadioShark frees 
you from time constraints, the ability to 
download the programs from iTunes to your 
iPod destroys location limits. 

$142, MemSol 03 9645 3806. 
www.memsol.com.au 


Pocket rocket. You’re on the road, 
away from your desk, and your iPod needs 
charging. Or you want to hook it up to a stereo 
for a quick ad hoc jukebox. Or maybe you just 
need to sync up some new appointments. 
Then tragedy strikes — you’ve left your iPod 
dock at home. Never fear, PocketDock is here. 
Available in three versions featuring FireWire, 
FireWire and USB 2 or FireWire and audio line- 
out, the PocketDock crams the functionality of 
Apple’s supplied dock into a much smaller 
unit. As a bonus, they allow you to use 
accessories designed for older iPods with 
newer 3G and 4G iPods. If your favourite Mac 
geek has an iPod (and who hasn’t?), they 
need one of these. 

USB/FireWire $55; FireWire only $55; 
FireWire/audio $59; Palaeographies 
1800 289 622. 

www.palaeographics.com.au 


02 9319 2288. 


www.macsense.com.au 
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PEEDBRLL 




PREVENTS 

OVERHEATING 


- ; HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 


REMOVABLE 

ANYTIME 


HIGH TENSION 
MATERIAL 


LIFT my hip 
& COOL 
my chip! 11 


Sole Distributor: Gadget Gear Website: www.gadgetgear.biz Email: speedball@gadgetgear.biz 
Available in selected Apple Centres and Stores. Resellers are welcome. 


ORDER FORM 


Select Speedball Colour and state quantity required (A$24.95 each) Postage is FREE! 

O Green»Quantity [ ] @ Gold »Quantity [ ] O Pink » Quantity [ ] O Blue » Quantity [ ] 

Q White » Quantity [ ] O Graphite » Quantity [ ] ^ Black » Quantity [ ] 


Name 



[ ] My cheque to Gadget Gear is enclosed 

Job Title 

Company 


[ ] Please charge my credit card 

Address 



[ ] Mastercard [ ] Visa [ ] Bankcard 

Suburb 

State 

Postcode 

Name on Card 

Daytime Phone 

Fax 

Mobile 

Card no GDDD DDDD □□□□ □□□□ 


Email Signature Expiry 


Phone your order (08) 8266 2540 Fax your order (08) 8266 1679 Mail your order PO Box 171 Greenacres SA 5086 For email order, visit www.gadgetgear.biz 
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The ways of the web. 


NetWorth. | 


By Dan Warne. 


© 

Hot Links 


Slash your phone bill 

V # OICE over internet protocol (VoIP) is emerging as the “killer 
' app” for broadband internet users, according to Cisco’s Chief 
Technical Officer. It’s not hard to see why: people are fed up 
with shelling out $30 a month just for the privilege of having a phone 
line, and there’s little competition between the big landline telcos 
on call prices. 

Where making a phone call over the internet may once have 
sounded like the equivalent of the two callers with socks stuffed in 
their mouths, speaking over a tin can and a piece of string, the sound 
quality achievable over broadband is fine — it’s on par with normal 
landline calling. 

In fact, many large companies already use VoIP for their call 
centres. When you call your ISP for help, 
chances are your call is already being carried 
over the internet — that’s how so many 
companies can now afford to offer 1300 
numbers: they no longer have to foot the long 
distance bill. 

Consumers in the US have had VoIP calling 
deals for some time now. The big telcos there 
have had great success introducing “all you 
can eat” calling packages, where subscribers 
can make unlimited long distance calls for a 
set price every month. 

Australians are now getting access to the 
same sorts of deals, and fixed price offers are 
slated for introduction in the first quarter of 2005. 

Coupled with wireless or cable internet, 
there’s the lucrative opportunity for people to 
get rid of their phone lines altogether, saving 
the $30 monthly fee. People who make a lot 
of long distance phone calls stand to save 
even more. For example, Australian VoIP 
provider Engin now offers untimed calls between capital cities for 10c 
a pop. If you’re calling another VoIP user, the call is completely free. 

What yOU need. Internet calling is actually nothing new. Many 
people would have tried it out with a wobbly PC microphone and 
pair of headphones five years ago, when the “information super¬ 
highway" was going to be the next big thing, and every large 
company was scrambling to put .com after their name. 

Fortunately, those days are over. Now, you can either use your 
existing analogue phone with a VoIP adaptor box, known as an 
Analogue Telephone Adaptor (ATA), or you can buy a phone with 
VoIP circuitry built into it, called an IP phone. 

Both ATAs and IP Phones bypass the phone plug altogether, plug¬ 
ging directly into your broadband router. Both cost about the same: 


www.ozvoip.com 

Find an Australian VoIP provider 

www.voip-info.org 

Useful info about VoIP 


W-\ 


$140 to $200. Since IP Phones have some fancy features like a built- 
in LCD display and voicemail indicator, they’re good value compared 
to ATAs. ATAs have the big advantage that you can plug a cheap 
cordless analogue phone into them to get hassle-free wireless VoIP 
If you want to give VoIP a go without paying for the hardware, you 
can still use VoIP calling software on your Mac. The most popular 
program for Mac is X-Ten X-Lite. 

All these options, whether hardware or software, make calls over 
the internet using a standard method called Session Initiation 
Protocol (SIP). Think of SIP like POP3 for e-mail — every ISP uses 
this method of retrieving mail, so you can be sure your e-mail 
program will work properly with your ISP’s e-mail servers. In the 
past, internet calling has been a mish-mash 
of proprietary standards that didn’t work 
well together. SIP solves that problem. 

You might have heard of Skype: a VoIP 
program from the makers of Kazaa. It has 
become popular because it’s extremely easy 
to use and it has been widely promoted. 
Although a Mac version is now available, we 
wouldn’t recommend you use it, because it 
only uses a non-standard protocol that locks 
you into Skype’s system. Consequently, you 
can’t use any VoIP hardware with your Skype 
account, and you can only make free calls 
to other Skype users. 


T 




Ringing the right number The 

biggest development in making VoIP truly 
useful is the ability to ring people on normal 
phones. This is because there are now VoIP 
providers operating in Australia that can 
connect your call at high quality into the 
public telephone network. You can also get a real phone number for 
your VoIP phone, so anyone with a regular phone can call you. This 
is called "direct inward dialling". 

One of the big side-benefits of the calls being sent over the internet 
is that your phone will ring wherever you are in the world, though 
your phone number will stay the same. 

That might sound like it’s only a benefit for globetrotters, but in fact 
it’s a boon for anyone with family interstate. If you’re in Sydney and 
your family is in Melbourne, simply signing up for a VoIP service in 
Melbourne will allow your family to call you as often as they like at a 
local call cost. 

Next month I’ll discuss how to set up VoIP 

Dan Warne is passionate about the state of broadband in Australia. 
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By Seamus Byrne. 


Hot Links 


www.apple.com.au/store 

Where you’ll find almost everything we’ve mentioned. 

www.streetwise.com.au 

www.frequency.com.au 

www.buymac.com.au 

www.epowermac.com.au 

More authorised online resellers. Good prices on offer covering everything discussed. 

www.sony.com.au/production/ 

Sony professional video monitors. Find your local reseller here. 

Dreaming of a suite Christmas 

A shiny new video-editing suite might be just the ticket this season — 
no matter what your budget 


H AVING your own editing suite opens a whole new world 
of possibilities for any video editor. For the amateur or 
enthusiast who may have some exposure to video editing 
through school, hired equipment or someone else’s suite, it offers 
the chance to spend some serious time getting deeply acquainted 
with non-linear editing and advancing their skills at an expo¬ 
nential rate. For the professional, it opens the door to a world of 
freelance and personal work that offers greater reward and 
creative freedom than the average work project. 

There isn’t a system in the Apple line up that can’t be dedi¬ 
cated to video editing. It all depends on your budget. Final 
results will not suffer because you’re on an eMac rather than a 
dual-processor G5. The main issue you’ll face is how quickly 
you can get the results you want or how you need to work with 
the software in order to achieve the effect you need. Like many 
skills, you’ll probably not even get a sense of what you’re 
missing until your skills progress to a point where you need 
more power. 


Keep in mind, you don’t need to spend all your money now for 
something you’re going to use 70 percent of. Save the money and 
upgrade when your skills demand it and be rewarded with a far 
greater system in the future. 

So what are some of the keys to keep in mind? Regardless of the 
base system you’re going for, the big three to focus your atten¬ 
tion on are RAM, hard drive and video. Get as much RAM as you 
can afford and then squeeze a little more. You’ll work a lot better 
if your baseline is 1GB. Then get as much hard drive space and 
speed as you can. The first time you have to work a project across 
multiple discs and data swaps is the last time you’ll ever want to 
do it. Finally, video almost goes without saying. The best video 
card available will help you work in real-time where possible, 
which is a lot more fun than rendering out every time you tweak 
an effect. 

I’ve put together specs on some system ideas for different 
budgets and different needs. Take a look at what your next edit 
suite might look like. 


The budget system <$3000 


■ $1,599 

eMac SuperDrive 

■ $344 

1GB RAM 

■ $153 

160GB HDD 

■ $499 

Final Cut Express 2 

■ $299 

Soundtrack 1.2 


For those coming in with very little budget 
or for those just starting out, the eMac is a 
great option. For less than $3000 you can 
have your base system complete with Final 
Cut Express and Soundtrack. These apps 
are excellent for cutting your teeth in 
genuine video apps while still giving plenty 
of power to grow into. By taking on both 
Final Cut Express and Soundtrack, you can 
deliver results that show attention to detail 
in both video and audio departments. 


Your system comes with iLife ’04, so you’ll 
have GarageBand to play around with, but 
Soundtrack’s integration with video editing 
makes it an excellent audio production 
tool. For the video editor who isn’t so 
much of a musician, the loops available 
through GarageBand and Soundtrack will 
help you generate good quality backing 
audio for your projects without sounding 
like a total amateur. 

The eMac may sit at the entry point of 
Apple’s current line up, but the 1.25GHz G4 
engine with SuperDrive is more than many 
professionals on a two- or three-year-old 
system would be working with. SuperDrive 
also allows you to output your projects to 
DVD using iDVD, which has plenty of options 
available for those new to DVD authoring. 



It’s been good to see Apple bring its RAM 
pricing into line with reality in recent times, 
so you can order your system direct with 
1GB of RAM installed without breaking the 
budget. This will give your eMac an excel¬ 
lent performance boost over the standard 
256MB on offer. 

By boosting your hard disc to 160GB, 
you’ll have room for more than half a day 
worth of uncompressed DV footage. You 
should have room for cutting all but 
feature films in that space. 
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Serious hobbyist <$7000 

■ $3,199 

20" iMac G5 

■ $363 

1GB RAM 

■ $154 

250GB HDD 

■ $1,999 

Production Suite 

■ $474 

GarageBand Jam Pack 1-3 


When we were still talking about the G4 
iMac it was harder to justify the additional 
cost over an eMac. With the new iMac G5 
you’re getting a very powerful system 
complete with an excellent piece of screen 
real estate. Take a look at what you’d have 
to pay for a 20" widescreen LCD and you’ll 
see you’re paying an extra $1,000 to get a 
G5 system thrown in. This is perfect for 
anyone keen to have the best perfor¬ 
mance but still watch the budget. It prob¬ 
ably helps that this will make your home 


studio look great should a client drop by 
to see what you’re up to. 

If you feel the need to move forward to 
G5 performance you should be going for 
the Production Suite. You’re only spending 
$500 more than the cost of Final Cut Pro 
HD to get DVD Studio Pro and Motion as 
part of the deal. This gives you a genuinely 
first-class set of tools to work with. 

Soundtrack ships as part of Final Cut 
Pro HD, so you’ve got your audio needs 
taken care of. If you’re looking to work 
with your audio in even more detail then 
you should consider the purchase of 
Logic Express. Don’t let the “Express” 
name fool you, Logic Express is not 
merely a GarageBand upgrade nor is it 
parallel to Final Cut Express. It offers 
integrated video along with many tools 



from Logic Pro that Soundtrack just can’t 
compare with. Here we’ve also recom¬ 
mended the purchase of all the Jam 
Packs, giving you thousands of loops 
across many styles so you can generate 
great tracks for any project style that 
comes your way. 

Again we’ve boosted the RAM to 1GB 
and the hard disc to the maximum avail¬ 
able. These add a lot of performance for 
very little extra investment. 


Top five peripherals for superior performance 


Here are some must-have extras to make your new computer a 
genuine editing system. You may get by without them, but 
you’ll produce a different class of work and experience a 
greatly improved workflow once you make the investment. 
Logic Keyboard Keyset for Final Cut Pro. A dedicated keyboard 
is the way to make a real commitment to Final Cut. The replace¬ 
ment keys come with a tool to swap the keys on your Apple 
keyboard with keys that are colour coded and marked out with 
all the keyboard commands available in Final Cut Pro. This will 
cut down on reference time and let you get on with the job. $119 
Microsoft Intellimouse Explorer Tilt Wheel. As long as Apple 
sticks with the one-button mouse, editors will either struggle 
onward or they’ll grab a new mouse with a set of buttons befit¬ 
ting the 21st century. Editing with a right-click and a scroll 
wheel really does make life a lot easier. With the tilt wheel for 
side scrolling, the whole job gets even more efficient. $90 
ShuttlePRO V.2. The ShuttlePRO offers a programmable 
ergonomic interface for editing, which also comes pre-config- 
ured for Final Cut. With jog/shuttle and fifteen buttons, you can 
shift a lot of functions for one-handed operation. It might take 
more than a few minutes to get used to this control system, but 
it is worth the effort. $299 

A good set of external speakers. All too often an inexperienced 
and poorly-equipped editor will remix their audio levels on bad 
speakers, resulting in seriously flawed sound when the final 


product is played back through a real A/V system. The Altec 
Lansing MX5021 is THX certified, which is a good indication 
that you’ll get excellent reproduction of the sound in your 
project. Working with surround? Better step it up to a 5.1 
speaker set. 

Altec Lansing MX5021 THX 2.1 : $399 
Logitech Z-680 THX 5.1 : $799 

The right video converter. Most digital camcorders sold today 
offer a “pass-through” mode for converting analogue signals to 
digital ones, compatible with your Mac. The results you get 
vary widely from one camcorder to another, but they’re never 
as good as you’ll get from a dedicated converter. 

There are a number of such converters on the market, but I like 
the Canopus ADVC series for its range of options in terms of 
price and capability. The ADVC-55 is relatively inexpensive and 
offers straightforward conversion from analogue to digital 
signals. The ADVC-110 offers a few more options, including the 
ability to convert in the other direction: from digital back to 
analogue for Nan’s VHS copy. The top-of-the-line ADVC-300 
offers a great deal of fine control over the video and sound 
quality as you convert and should be considered by anyone 
doing this semi-professionally. 

Canopus ADVC-55: $399 
Canopus ADVC-110: $649 
Canopus ADVC-300: $999 
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Mobile system — <$9000 


■ $4,762 

15" PowerBook G4 

■ $763 

1GB RAM 

■ $76 

128MB Video 

■ $76 

80GB@5400rpm 

■ $1,999 

Production Suite 

■ $569 

LaCie d2 250GB Extreme 

■ $199 

Sennheiser Evolution eH2200 


Headphones 

■ $398 

Extra battery and extra AC adapter 



If you’re looking to edit anywhere, anytime 
then a PowerBook G4 will serve you well. 
This is perfect for the guerrilla editors out 
there looking to get fast results and for 
those who need to turn raw footage into 
final product while on location. Through 
the Production Suite package of applica¬ 
tions you’ll get excellent results, but key to 
this is ensuring you have the hardware 
necessary to produce high quality work. 

As usual, we’ve upped the RAM to 1GB 
for premium performance. Pay attention to 
the cost per DIMM of RAM, as in this case it 
wasn’t much more to go for one 1GB DIMM, 
leaving the room for further expansion later. 

We’ve taken the fastest hard disc speed 
available for better data rates, though 


5400rpm still isn’t optimal for video perfor¬ 
mance. By working with your video files on 
a dedicated FireWire hard disc you’ll get 
the best from your mobile editing system. 
You can then get a 7200rpm hard disc 
offering high bandwidth data rates to meet 
the needs of uncompressed video work, 
as well as having the capacity to store 
large volumes of work. 

Here in the PowerBook we’ve also 
upgraded the video memory to 128MB. 
This will just help to squeeze that much 
more performance out of the machine, 
which will give you a longer lifespan on 
this system before you feel the need to 
move on to an upgrade. 

Another important option is to get a 


good set of headphones for reliable audio 
monitoring. PowerBook speakers just 
won’t cut it, so you should invest in quality 
headphones with closed cans. These will 
cut a great deal of external noise, which 
could be an issue in some locations. 

Investing in an extra battery and an extra 
AC adapter is a good idea. This allows 
you to get a lot more work done when in 
the field — there is a big difference 
between 3-4 hours and 7-8 hours when 
you’re away from power and you need to 
get a job done on the spot. Having the 
extra AC adapter means you don’t have to 
pack up the one adapter wherever you go. 
Having one at home base and another for 
travel also saves on cable wear. 





Logic Pro 7 


Dream Machine— <$17,000 


■ $5,299 

Dual 2.5GHz G5 

■ $748 

2GB RAM 

■ $76 

128MB Video 

■ $704 

2 x 250GB HDD 

■ $748 

GeForce 6800 Ultra DDL 

■ $3,499 

23" Cinema Display 

■ $1,999 

Production Suite 

■ $1,499 

Logic Pro 7 

■ $2,200 

Sony PVM14L2A (OR $7,920 


Sony BVMD14H5A) 


Here we are at the top of the line with 
unequalled performance from a desktop 
machine. After considering the various 
Power Mac G5 configurations, the dual 
2.5GHz system really offers the stand out 
performance at a surprisingly reasonable 
price considering the additional power on 
offer. To get the best possible lifespan, 
going for the top of the line is the right 
choice at this price. 

If you’re not sure of whether you should 
go all the way, then you should consider 
whether or not the iMac G5 could do what 


you need for the next couple of years and 
then step up to more power down the 
track. Keep in mind Motion recommends a 
dual 2GHz G5 with 2GB RAM for full 
performance. The 2.5GHz G5 is better 
value than the 2GHz, so the extra invest¬ 
ment will be well rewarded. 

Putting 2GB of RAM in this system will 
give you the power to run Motion at peak 
performance, which is a must for getting 
everything you can from Apple’s 
Production Suite. With the GeForce 6800 
you’ll add a lot to the real-time perfor¬ 
mance available to your system. 

The 23" Cinema Display is a fantastic 
screen to work with without utterly blowing 
budget on the massive 30" option — though 


the GeForce 6800 does mean you could 
choose to go all the way! By taking the 23" 
you’re going to have room left on your desk 
for an external video monitor, which will help 
get a true feel for final product. Sony has a 
good range of monitors: its PVM series for 
general professional use and its BVM series 
for broadcast quality. You can find a local 
dealer for professional gear through the 
Sony’s web site. 

At this level you should also be consid¬ 
ering Logic Pro 7 if you need to produce 
all audio and video work from your own 
system. Logic Pro is going to help you 
produce sound designs befitting the high- 
end visual production quality you’ll be 
getting from the rest of your suite. 
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Feast your eyes on the most technically advanced series of monitors in the 


NEC MultiSync monitors 


NEC's MultiSync FE991SB and FP2141SB incorporate the very latest in CRT advancements. NEC's patented 
circuit technologies and Aperture Grille Technology, offering you a totally flat screen, free of distortion, with 
excellent precision for users who run graphic-intensive applications, including CAD/CAM, graphic design, 
animation and web design. 

Make a smart investment with NEC... after all, image is everything. 


Cali 131 632 from anywhere in Australia 
or for more information visit: www.nec.com.au 


GKADS 7449 






















PARTICIPATE IN THE MACWORLD 
ONLINE READER SURVEY AND 
YOU COULD WIN ONE OF 
THESE FANTASTIC PRIZES! 

Take 10 minutes to fill out our questionnaire and you 
will enter the draw to win one of the following: 


1st prize 

Samsung Digimax V50 

Features: 


• effective 5.0 megapixels 

• 15X zoom (3X optical,5X digital) 

• rotating large 2.0" LCD 

• MPEG-4 movie clip with audio [VGA30/15fps] 

• multi memory card slot supporting capabilities 

• optional conversion lens and lens adapter 

• world first with nine different power sources. 

For more information on the Samsung 
Digimax V50, visit www.samsungcamera.com. 


2nd prize stm Large loop backpack (17") 

It's not easy to carry around a 17" notebook - you need a bigger than average bag, extra protection and disguise against 
theft. We have created a bag that provides all this and more. The large loop has a zippered laptop section with a movable 
false bottom, creating a space that is perfect for most laptops with screens up to 17". The zipper on the laptop section is 
waterproof and all fabrics are water resistant, providing protection against the elements. There's loads of space for books, 
folders, gym gear, etc, and padded pockets for your music player, PDA, camera and mobile phone. Features include: 

• adjustable laptop section for most laptops with screens up to 17" 

• front section with loads of pockets 

• back section for books and folders 

• headphone portal and padded pockets to protect delicate possessions 

• waterproof zipper on laptop section 

• ergonomic and comfortable back system and shoulder straps 

• removable key clip and waist strap 

• contoured rubber handle 

• 35 litre capacity. 

For further information, visit www.standardtm.com.au. 

HERE’S HOW 



To register to win, visit <www.austmacworld.com.au/> and fill in the survey. 

Prize winners will be drawn on 28 February, 2005 and winners will be announced in the April 2005 edition of Macworld. 
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Truly impressive. The 12.4 megapixel D2X 
digital SLR from Nikon. 


Nikon unveils 

AT the world-renowned biannual 
/ \ Photokina trade show in Germany 
/\ during late September and early 
October, Nikon unleashed a wide range of 
camera products for both professional and 
consumer markets, as well as announcing 
some important technical innovations. 

The key product announcement was the 
release of the D2X digital SLR camera, 
which incorporates a mind-boggling 12.4 
megapixel (4288 x 2848) resolution capa¬ 
bility. Perhaps one of the more amazing 
aspects of the D2X is that it can shoot in a 
continuous mode at five frames a second 
at its full resolution, or you can choose to 
shoot at eight frames a second at 6.8 
megapixels (3216 x 2136). 

As well as being able to capture images in 
the standard TIFF and JPEG formats, the 
D2X is capable of storing images in Nikon’s 
own 12-bit RAW format, which can be 
uncompressed or compressed. Interestingly, 
the Nikon D2X has the flexibility to support 
both sYCC colour space (through JPEGs) 
and the Adobe RGB colour space. The 
sYCC colour space is being introduced into 
many new colour printers and it’s claimed 
that it will enable users to print images which 
more accurately reflect the pictures they 
take. The Adobe RGB colour space is 
primarily for professional photographers and 
has a wider gamut than the sRGB used in 
many digital cameras these days. 

Utilising a USB 2.0 interface, image 
transfers are quite fast with the D2X, and 
even the write speed to a memory card 
has been increased up to 7MB/sec when 
the appropriate cards are used. Another 
truly impressive feature of the D2X is the 
multiple exposure function, which allows 
you to construct an image by overlaying 
up to 10 exposures, one on top of the 


huge new range 

other. The camera calculates the exposure 
for each image in such a way so as to 
prevent over-exposure in the final picture. 

Nikon has prided itself on keeping the 
weight down on all its professional equip¬ 
ment, and it has designed the D2X, and 
lenses for it, with that philosophy in mind. To 
complement this, Nikon has developed 
some precision teleconverters that allow 
users to carry only one or two lenses for 
most shooting environments and situations. 

The Nikon D2X is compatible with a 
couple of optional wireless transmitters, 
the WT-1 or WT-1 A, both of which support 
the 802.11 standard. The WT-1 uses 
802.11b while the WT-1 A utilises 802.11 g. 
What’s particularly cool about this feature 
is that it can be combined with Nikon’s 
own software, Nikon Capture 4, to allow 
you to control the D2X wirelessly within 
802.11 range from your Mac. 

All of this combined with a high-contrast 
2.5 inch colour LCD screen on the back, 

11-area auto-focus system, and a sophis¬ 
ticated 3D Colour Matrix Metering capa¬ 
bility ensure that the Nikon D2X is one of 
the most advanced digital SLRs on the 
market. As yet, pricing has not been deter¬ 
mined, but it is expected to be shipping in 
Australia by January 2005. 

Also introduced at Photokina were a pair 
of eight megapixel cameras, one with an 
ultra-wide lens and one with a VR (Vibration 
Reduction) lOx optical zoom. The Nikon 
Coolpix 8400 is capable of capturing 
images at up to 3264 x 2448 pixels in reso¬ 
lution and incorporates a 3.5x optical zoom 
(24mm to 85mm, 35mm equivalent). 
Predominantly targeted at users who take 
photographs of building exteriors and inte¬ 
riors, such as real estate agents, the 
Coolpix 8400 features Nikon’s D-Lighting 


045 



Shake down. Incorporating Nikon’s Vibration 
Reduction technology, the lOx optical zoom on 
the Coolpix 8800 will get your pictures without 
the image blur. 

technology, which can be selected while 
viewing photos on the camera’s 1.8 inch 
colour LCD. D-Lighting can be used to 
compensate automatically for overexpo¬ 
sure or excessive backlighting. 

Images captured on the Coolpix 8400 can 
be stored as RAW files, TIFFs or various 
types of JPEG. While there are some stan¬ 
dard JPEG compression modes used, 

Nikon has developed a JPEG Extra file 
format that improves image quality by only 
compressing images by half, making it an 
efficient way to store high-quality pictures. 

The Coolpix 8800 shares many of the 
same characteristics as the 8400, yet 
features a lOx optical zoom (35mm to 
350mm, 35mm equivalent). By using 
Nikon’s Vibration Reduction system, the 
Coolpix 8800 is able to detect and 
compensate for small movements in the 
camera that might contribute to image blur, 
particularly when it is fully zoomed in. Also 
included in the Coolpix 8800’s arsenal of 
features is a time-lapse movie function, as 
well as a standard movie creation capa¬ 
bility. Both the Coolpix 8400 and Coolpix 
8800 are expected to ship by the end of 
the year. The Coolpix 8400 will be available 
for around $1500, while the Coolpix 8800 
will retail for about $2000. For further 
details, contact Maxwell on 1300 366 899, 
or 1300 366 499 if you’re in NSW. ^ 



The outdoors type. Ideal for photographing 
building interiors and exteriors, the Coolpix 
8400’s ultra-wide lens captures it all. 
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www.olympus.com.au 

Australian home of Olympus products 


Olympus bolsters its D-SLR product line 


T HIS is another major month for 
Olympus, which announced the 
release of a new digital SLR camera. 
The E-300 is Olympus’s consumer- 
focused digital SLR camera, and it 
features an eight-megapixel image sensor 
which allows images to be captured at a 
resolution of 3264 x 2448. 

Based on much of the same technology 
and lens system as Olympus’s E-1, the E- 
300 incorporates the Super Sonic Wave 
Filter (SSWF) dust reduction system that 
was also developed originally for the E-1 
camera. Essentially, the SSWF system 
helps to prevent image degradation caused 
by dust contamination of the E-300’s image 
sensor, which can sometimes be exposed 
to dust while changing lenses. This system 
therefore prevents users having to worry 


about cleaning the image sensor itself, a 
task that is best left to professionals. 

Olympus has also based its digital SLR 
range around the concept of using only 
lenses specifically designed for digital 
photography, and these are its Zuiko 
Digital lenses. Olympus claims that lenses 
designed for film cameras lack resolving 
power on the periphery when used with 
digital cameras, hence the Zuiko Digital 
lenses have been designed to reduce 
distortion and improve colour fidelity. 

With the inclusion of Olympus’s TruePic 
TURBO image processor, the E-300 
reportedly has a shutter release time lag 
of just 0.06 seconds, making it ideal for 
quick, no-fuss shooting. The E-300 is 
capable of shooting at 2.5 frames per 
second, and is able to shoot at ISO 


settings of 100, 200 and 400, as well as 
800 and 1600 using a boost function. 

The Olympus E-300 digital SLR camera 
will be available by Christmas, but no 
price has been set as of press time. For 
further info, you can contact Olympus 
Australia on 1300 132 922. E^ 



One for the masses. The consumer-oriented 
Olympus E-300 digital SLR packs a lot into a 
small form factor. 


Canon floods the market with PIXMA 


W f ELL, obviously, it’s that time of the 
year. Canon has also taken the 
wraps off its new product range, 
which includes nine dedicated printers, all 
under the platform name of PIXMA. At its 
most basic level, PIXMA refers to the 
advanced print head technology of Canon’s 
new printers, also known as FINE (Full- 
photolithography Inkjet Nozzle Engineering). 

At the entry level, Canon has introduced 
the IP1000, IP1500 and the IP2000 
printers. All three printers are capable of 
printing at 4800dpi x 1200dpi resolution, 
with the IP1000 using drops as small as 
five picolitres, and the IP1500 and IP2000 
able to print with two-picolitre dots. The 
IP1000 printer can print at 14ppm (pages 
per minute) in black or 11 ppm in colour, 
while the IP1500 can print at 18ppm in 
black and 13ppm in colour, and the 
IP2000 is able to print up to 20ppm in 
black and 14ppm in colour. The IP2000 
also incorporates a dual-tray system for 
loading both plain paper and photo paper 
at the same time. The USB connectible 


IP1000, IP1500 and IP2000 are priced at 
$89, $129 and $179 respectively. 

At the mid range, Canon has the IP3000, 
IP4000 (and IP4000R) and the IP5000. Both 
the IP3000 (four colours) and IP4000 (five 
ink tanks, including a photo black) print at 
4800dpi x 1200dpi resolution and can print 
directly to printable CDs and DVDs. The 
IP4000R is essentially identical to the 
IP4000 except that incorporates an 802.11g 
wireless network adapter for wireless 
printing. The IP5000 is touted as Canon’s 
no compromise mid range printer as it can 
print at 9600dpi x 2400dpi resolution, 
features a five-ink system (one photo black) 
and has a dual paper pathway. The IP3000, 
IP4000, IP4000R and IP5000 are priced at 
$249, $299, $449 and $349 respectively. 

At the high end, there is the 4800dpi x 
2400dpi resolution IP6000D, which incor¬ 
porates a media reader (for direct 
printing), a six-ink system (with photo cyan 
and photo magenta), and a 2.5 inch LCD 
for viewing images off solid state memory 
cards. At the very high end of the PIXMA 


range is the eight-ink system IP8500 
printer, which natively supports Canon’s 
RAW format. This allows users to connect 
professional-level digital SLRs to the 
IP8500 through PictBridge and print out 
the results. The IP6000D and IP8500 are 
priced at $499 and $599 respectively. 


Contact Canon on (02) 9805 2000. E^ 



The direct printing king. The Canon IP6000D 
has all you need to print your images without 
the use of your Mac. 


© 

Hot Unks 

www.canon.com.au 

Australian home of Canon products 
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Computers Now Catalogue 





6 Months Interest Free!* 


NEW! iMac G5 17" 

1.6Ghz/256MB/80GB/Combo 

Where did the computer go? Inside the 
beautiful new 2" slim iMac G5 body you 
will find the entire computer! 

Bose Companion 2 Speakers 

Broad, full-range sound — 

for music, gaming and eo<r«-sox*/ 
streaming audio. (79696) 


NEW! EPSON STYLUS PHOTO 
RX430 Multi Functional Photo 
Printer, combining the latest EPSON 
photo printing, scanning and copying 
technologies. Bonus Paper Pack - page 15 

(79384) 

Extra 256MB RAM - watch your 
applications fly with double the 
memory! (77514) 


AppleCare Protection Plan- 

the cheapest Service Part you'll ever 
buy! Get peace of mind with AppleCare 
Protection Plan as it extends the 
complimentary coverage on your iMac 
to 3 years. Includes 3 yrs priority phone 

Support. (M8851FE/A) 

.n„ $3,090 


Upgrade Bundle to: 


iMac G5 17" SuperDrive 

add $300 

iMac G5 20" SuperDrive 

add $1,000 

Available with 6 month 
interest FREE finance* 


6 months Interest Free! 



(M9445G/A) 


NEW! 
iSpecial Edition 
black U2 iPod. 


Get your 
collector's edition 
while you can. 


Xmas 2004 


AppleCentre 


iPod Socks (M9720G/A) 

This set of six knit socks provides a 
stylish, fun, and practical way to protect 
your iPod. Supports all iPods. 

$48 




MacAlly Retractable 

Earphones (79764) 

$29 


COMPUTERS 

































Photo libtary £3 


with 12 month 
warranty 


with 12 month 
warranty 


iPod Photo 


iPod Photo lets you carry an entire library of up to 25,000 
photos or u to 15,000 songs. A delight for the ears and a feast 
for the eyes! The new iPod Photo comes in two sizes: a 40Gb 
model and a huge 60GB model - yet it is no bigger than a pack 
of playing cards and weighing only 181 grams. For Mac and 
Windows. Also acts as an external hard drive 


Offering up to 12 hours of battery life and weighing in at just 
158g & 176g for the 20 & 40 respectively. Slips into your pocket 
with ease and lets you carry your entire music library with you 
wherever you go. iPod — available in 20GB and 40GB models 
— for Mac and Windows. Also acts as an external hard drive 


iPod 40GB 


iPod Photo 40GB iPod Photo 60GB 

$799 


20GB 


(M9268X/A) 


(M9282X/A) 


(M9586X/A) 


with 12 mth warranty 


with 12 mth warranty 


$9.69 p.w. f 

ind. 2 year warranty! 


$11.31 p.w. f 

ind. 2 year warranty! 


IPod 

HI 

H223BB 

Entros 

> 

Settings 

> 

Shuffle Songs 


Backlight 




Macally Podwave $69.95 

Ultra-portable, battery operated mini stereo 
system for your iPod. (79768) 



Macally Podio Pro - Noise 
Reduction Headphones $139.95 

Intelligent, adjustable ambient noise reduction 
headphones. Soft leather ear cushions and 
adjustable headband. (79709) 



JBL On Tour $229 

Fully portable, highly sleek and stylish. Battery 
or AC power also standard 3.5mm jack. (79765) 


o o 
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Altec Lansing inMotion Portable 
iPod Speakers $250 

This tiny, ultra-portable, battery-operated 
stereo system is the first powered audio 
system designed exclusively for the iPod. 
(76751) 



Booq PodPaq nappa $99 

Crafted from high-quality Nappa leather & 
non-scratching lining. Suits 20GB or 40GB 
models. 3rd Gen (75188), 4th Gen (78889) 



Action Jacket (Gen 4) $59 

Sporty neoprene jacket for iPod featuring an 
armband, swivel belt clip & clear vinyl window. 
Suits 20GB or 40GB models. Grey, Red, Blue, 
Black 



STM Cocoon $50 

A hard shell case including skins to fit 3G,4G & 
mini iPods.The Perfect travel case for your 
iPod - Australian made. (77057) 



iSkin Evo 2 (Gen 4) $55 

Offers all-round surface protection and 
includes a screen protector and removable 
rotary belt clip fits 20GB or 40GB models. In a 
range of colours. 



Macally Waist Podcase $59.95 

Sports waistband PodCase. Made from high 
quality moisture resistant neoprene. Super 
strong velcro strap to ensure firm fit. (79710) 


Griffin RoadTrip $146 

All-in-one car solution for iPod & iPod mini. 

Play your iPod through your car stereo. Power & 
charge from cigarette lighter. (78730) 


Lillipod $94.95 

The only truly waterproof case for the iPod. 
Ideal for the beach, skiing, rock climbing or 
wherever your iPod requires additional 
protection. (79711) 


Booq Denim iPod Case $69 

sewn from high quality soft Denim, great 
protection for 4G, U2 or Photo iPod, incls 
removable flap w. internal neoprene pouch & 
ext. leather pocket, plus removable belt clip. 
(79798) 
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with 12 month 
warranty 


with 12 month 
warranty 


iPod mini 


U2 iPod Special Edition 


Extras 
Settings 
Shuffle Songs 
Backlight 


Everything you love about iPod just got tinier. iPod mini — 
available on Mac and Windows — lets you bring along 
enough music for a three-day weekend getaway in a package 
so small you'll forget you're carrying it. Until people ask you 
about it. Available in silver, gold, green, pink and blue. Also acts 
as an external hard drive. 


$5.54 p.w. f 
with 2 year warranty 


Special Bonus 

Purchase and register your 
AppleCare Protection Plan for iPod 
for $99 (M9404 fe/a) and receive a 
bonus! 0 


The distinctive new black iPod U2 Special Edition. 

Like no other, iPod U2 Special Edition stands out. Jet black, it 
bears a prominent red Apple Click Wheel and, on the flip side, 
the autographs of each U2 band member. Available in 20GB size 
and comes with the signature white iPod earbuds and dock. For 
Mac and Windows. Also acts as an external hard drive. (M9787X/A) 

$7.62 p.w. + 

with. 2 year warranty 


with. 2 year warrai 

For the iPod mini you will receive a 
bonus iPod Dock for you iPod mini - 
valued at $59 (M9467G/A) 


For iPod you will receive a bonus 
iPod Remote Control/Earphone - 
valued at $75 (M9128G/A) 



JBL On Stage Portable Speakers 
$299 

Compatible with all versions of the iPod, 
including the iPod mini. Brilliant sound! 
(B9112X/A) 


InMotion mini $299 

Tiny, ultra-portable, battery-operated stereo 
system designed exclusively for the iPod mini 
(79445) 


inMotion 3 $349 

Portable Speakers with Remote and built in 
dock (79574) 


Bose SoundDock $499 

Bose quality sound from your iPod or iPod 
mini. Simply dock and play for vibrant, detailed 
sound that will revolutionize the way you 
experience your iPod. Gloss white. (79667) 






iSkin mini $45 

Offers all-round surface protection and 
includes a screen protector and removable 
rotary belt clip 


STM iPod mini skin $15 

Keeps your iPod mini clean and scratch free. 
Can be worn around neck.Transparent colour. 
(78417) 


mini Jam Jacket PRO $49 

Translucent silicone jacket with transparent 
screen protector and removable armband for 
mini iPod. 3 pack also avail. $89 (78900) 


STM XS Drift $55 

A tiny courier bag with space for iPod, camera, 
mobile, etc. Ideal for travelling or a day out on 
the town. Black/forest (76222), 
Charcoal/atlantic (76223) 



f 
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Griffin iBeam $45 

Snap-on flashlight is great for finding keys in 
the dark. Plus class IIIA laser pointer. Both units 
attach to any keychain. (79388) 


Limited edition U2 black Griffin 
iTrip $79 

FM transmitter for the iPod requires no 
batteries - play your iPod through any FM 
radio or car stereo. (79587) White: $69 (74533) 
and Mini $69(77399) 


Belkin iPod Media Reader $199 

When your digital camera's memory card is 
full, transfer the images to your iPod via the 
handy Belkin Media Reader. Great for travellers 
on the go. (75402) 


FMXTRA - FM stereo radio tuner 
$49 

Portable FM Stereo Radio Tuner for iPod. 
Automatically scans and locks on FM channels, 
with inbuilt quality earphones. (79691) 
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Airport Extreme 

with built in 56K V.90 modem 

$329 (M8799X/A) 

Airport Extreme with range-extending antenna 
connector & power over Ethernet option $429 

(M9397X/A) 

With AirPort Extreme, you can create a 
turbocharged wireless network accessible to 
both Macs equipped with the AirPort or AirPort 
Extreme Card and Wi-Fi-compliant Windows 
PCs, as well as other network devices like 
printers. 


Allows up to 50 Macs and Windows PCs to 
connect wirelessly to each other; 

Employs the 802.11 g wireless standard - 
delivers data rates nearly 5 times faster than 
the 802.11b standard; 

Gives you blazing connectivity speeds up to 
54 Megabits per second; 

Range up to 50 feet at 54 Mbps and up to 
150 feet at 11 Mbps; 

Share a single USB printer connected to USB 
port on the Base Station; 

WAN port and LAN port to connect to 
Ethernet network 


AirPort Express Stereo 
Connection Kit with 
Monster Cable 

$65 (M9573X/A) 

Connect AirPort Express to your stereo or 
powered speakers.The kit also includes power 
extension cord and digital Toslink cable. 


AirPort Extreme Card 

$129 (M8881FE/A) 



For Macs that are AirPort Extreme ready. Allows 
your Mac to communicate with local AirPort 
Extreme networks or other Wi-Fi certified 
802.11b or 802.11g 
networks, including earlier 
versions of Apple's AirPort 
Base Station. 
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Software for Digital Music, 
Photography, Moviemaking, 
and DVD Creation. 

Create digital masterpieces 
quickly and easily with this 
totally new edition of Apple's 
award winning iLife suite. 

(M9364Z/A) 

IPhoto 4; iMovie 4; iDVD 4; 
Garageband; iTunes 4.2 


GarageBand Jam Packs 


| . 
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GarageBand Jam Pack 1 M9696Z/A 

Fresh sounds, effects and guitar amp settings includes variety of popular 
instruments and genres. 


GarageBand Jam Pack 2 Remix Tools M9604Z/A 

A diverse collection of beats, bass lines, synth hooks and keyboard riffs. 


GarageBand Jam Pack 2 Rhythm Section M9607Z/A 

Includes: drum kits, basses, guitar, percussions and and additional Apple 
Loops and Software Instruments. Offers songwriters a complete 
backing band to help build a professional sounding foundation for any 
type of music 
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iMac G5 


Where did the computer go? Introducing the futuristic iMac G5 in 17" and 20" 
widescreen models. The entire computer, including a G5-based logic board, slot 
loading optical drive, hard disk, speakers, and even the power supply — dwells 









17" 1.6GHz/256MB/80GB/Combo (DVD/CD-RW) (M9248X/A) $2,199 $23.31 p.w. 

17" 1.8GHz/256MB/80GB/SuperDrive (DVD-R/CDRW) (M9249X/A) $2,499 $26.08 p.w. + - 

20" 1.8GHz/256MB/160GB/SuperDrive (DVD-R/CDRW) (M9250X/A) $3,199 $33 p.w. 1 

iMac Extra Specials! When purchased with machine 


AppleCare Protection Plan 
$242.00 (M8851FE/A) 

Save $27.00 


Harman Kardon"s SoundSticks II 

$329.00 (77854) 

Save $36.00 


Belkin SurgeMaster Surge Protector 

$1 1 8.95 (78935) 

Save $21.00 


BONUS! Buy before Christmas and 
get 200 hours Free dial-up Internet* 


256MB RAM (77514) 

$108 

512MB RAM (76727) 

$200 

1GB RAM (79334) 

$399 

2GB RAM (79335) 

$998 

Free installation when purchased 

with your iMac. 


Save $33! 



eMac 


Offering the value and performance you're looking for, eMac offers a simple, 
clutter-free, all-in-one design and comes with everything you need for work and 
play — right out of the box. Includes the award-winning iLife '04. 


17"CRT 1.25GHz/256MB/40GB/Combo (DVD/CD-RW) (M9425X/A) $1,299 $13.85 p.w. f 

17"CRT 1.25GHz/256MB/80GB/SuperDrive (DVD-R/CDRW) $1,599 $16.85p.w. + 


Emac Extra Specials! When purchased with machine 
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AppleCare Protection Plan 

Emac stand 

JBL Creature Speakers 2 

Belkin SurgeMaster 

$242.00 (M8851FE/A) 

$79.00 (M8784G/A) 

- white or silver 

Surge Protector 

Save $27.00 

Save $31.00 

$1 79.00 (78617/78684) 

$59.95 (78934) 




Save $20.00 

Save $10.00 
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BONUS! Buy before Christmas and 
get 200 hours Free dial-up Internet* 


RAM 

256MB RAM ( 72020 ) 

$108 

512MB RAM ( 72021 ) 

$200 

1GB RAM (72021x2) 

$400 

Free installation when purchased 

with your eMac 


Save $33! 



AppleCare Protection Plan 

• Extended warranty - with your computer you gain 
an additional 2 years and with your iPod you gain 
one more year. 

• On site service for desktop computers 

• International carry in for iBooks and PowerBooks 

• TechTool Deluxe - a lite version of TechTool Pro 
(RRP $219) 


Unlimited phone support for all Apple hardware & 
software, including iLife 04, iMovie, iPhoto, iTunes, 
iDVD,GarageBand. 

World Class Apple trained expert technicians 
You are NOT put on hold, and you speak to 
technicians in Australia 
Technicians performance are measured on 
resolution rate, not just the inbound calls 
Dedicated access to web-based resources 


Extend your coverage to 3 years of 
Apple-certified repairs and expert telephone 
support 


AppleCentre 
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Live wirelessly for less.The New iBook 

Like to carry around a notebook that delivers exceptional power at an affordable price? 

Then pick up an iBook G4,the world's best-loved consumer portable. Airport Extreme 
built-in on all models. Includes the award-winning iLife ’04. 


12" 1.2GHz G4/256MB/30GB/Combo ( m 9623 x/ai $1,695 $18 p.w. f 

14" 1,33GHz G4/256MB/60GB/Combo ( m 9627 x/a) $2,049 $21.69 p.w. 1 

14" 1,33GHz G4/256MB/60GB/SuperDrive (M962sx/a) $2,399 $24.92 p.w. f 



BONUS! Buy before Christmas and 
get 200 hours Free dial-up Internet 


iBook Extra Specials! When purchased with machine 


if 


AppleCare Protection Plan 
$377.00 (M8852FE/A) 

Save $42.00 


JBL Duet Speakers 

$89.00 (available in white or 

silver 77852/77853) 

Save $10.00 


Belkin MasterCube 
Surge Protector 
$33.95 (78933) 

Save $6.00 


Griffin iCurve laptop 
stand. 

$99.00 (72823) 

Save $11.00 




256MB RAM (73232) 

$108 

512MB RAM (73233) 

$220 

1GB RAM (79340) 

$657 

Free installation when purchased 

with your iBook 


Save $33! 




STM glove. Quality neoprene protects your laptop. 

$44.00 Save $5.00 (available for both the 1 2 " & 14" models. 75145/75146) 

12" STM Small Drift Bag 
$49.00 Save $6.00 (76223) 





14" STM Medium Curve Bag 

$134.00 Save $15.00 (charcoal/red or charcoal/atlantic 76218/75768) 

12" STM Alley bag (avail, in carbon or olive 69085/69086) 

$63.00 - Save $7.00 


PowerBook 


Ultra-light. Ultra-compact. Ultra-desirable. 

G4 processor speeds up to I.SGhz, better graphics,4x DVD Burning and 
Airport Extreme standard.Housed in a sleek, lightweight aluminum alloy 
enclosure, the PowerBook G4 is resistant to stains and scratches. 
Includes the award-winning iLife ’04. 


PowerBook 12" 1.33GHz/256MB/60GB/Combo (DVD/CD-RW) M9183X/A 
PowerBook 12" 1.33GHz/256MB/60GB/SuperDrive (DVD-R/CDRW) M9184X/A 
PowerBook 15" 1.33GHz/256MB/60GB/Combo (DVD/CD-RW) M9421X/A 
PowerBook 15" 1.5GHz/512MB/80GB/SuperDrive (DVD-R/CDRW) M9422X/A 
PowerBook 17" 1.5GHz/512MB/80GB/SuperDrive(DVD-R/CDRW)M9462X/A 

PowerBook Extra Specials! When purchased with machine 

W £ & 


$2,599 

$27 p.w. 1 

$2,999 

$30.92 p.w. 

$3,299 

$33.92 p.w. 

$3,999 

$40.15 p.w. 

$4,499 

$45.23 p.w. 


FREE Airport Express 

With all purchases of 
any new PowerBook - 

you get a free Airport 
Express valued at $219 @ 


AppleCare Protection Plan 
$521.00 (M8853FE/A) 

Save $58.00 


Bose Companion 2 
speaker system 

$179.00 (79696) 
Save $20.00 


Belkin SurgeMaster 
Surge Protector 

$1 1 8.95 (78935) 
Save $21.00 


Griffin iCurve laptop 
stand. 

$99.00 (72823) 

Save $11.00 



STM glove. Quality neoprene protects your laptop 

$44.00 - Save $5.00 (for all 12",15"&17" models 75147/75148/75149) 

12" STM Alley bag (avail, in carbon or olive 69085/69086) 

$63.00 Save $7.00 





15" STM Profile bag (black/lime or charcoal/mango 76824/76825) 

$89.95-Save $10.00 

1 7" STM Brink bag (charcoal/red or black/charcoal 77723/73034) 

$76.00 - Save $9.00 



RAM 

256MB RAM (78097) 

$108 

512MB RAM (72993) 

$220 

1 GB RAM (79295) 

$657 

2GB RAM (79295x2) 

$1,314 

Free installation when purchased 

with your PowerBook 

Save $33! 
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Mobile Accessories 



J 

Apple Wireless Mouse $119 

Using Bluetooth wireless technology the 
Apple Wireless Mouse provides a 
reliable, secure connection to your Mac 
with no cable clutter. (M9269ZM/A) 


nil 
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World Travel Adapter Kit $75 

Designed to fit your portable power adapter 
for laptops or iPod. Includes set 6 power 
adapter AC plugs for most places in the world. 
(M8794G/B) 


Optical 2 Button Mouse White 
$45 

Innovative high precision scroll wheel - also 
works as third button. (76783) 


Lind 12V Power Adapter $259 

Charge your laptop from a car cigarette lighter 
or airline in-seat power sources( 70009) 



iSight $259 

iSight is state-of-the-art video camera 
that's the easiest way to video 
conference over broadband. (M8817ZP/B) 



iCurve $110 

Laptop stand - design for both 
PowerBook and iBook. (72823) 



Apple Wireless Keyboard $119 

Using Bluetooth wireless technology 
with no cable clutter. (M9270LL/A) 



D-LINK Bluetooth Adapter $89 

Enables short-range wireless data 
connectivity between computers and 
Bluetooth enabled devices. (71690) 



Pretec iDisk Tiny Thumb Drive 

Slim and stylish USB 2.0 Drive 

64MB $49.95,128MB $79.95,256MB 
$119.95,512MB $199,1GB $360 


EasyWatch TV $699 

Insert mini-receiver in PCMCIA/CardBus slot, 
clamp the antenna on PowerBook display and 
enjoy watching or recording TV. (79779) 


iBreeze $79 

Dual fan cooled, USB powered, clear desk 
stand for your laptop with passthrough USB 
port. (79746) 



Shintaro 4.7GB 

DVD-R 4X Media $50 

Suitable for DVD video & data. Playable on 
both DVD players & DVD-ROM drives. 

50 spindle (76603) 


IKUar 



iKIear Laptop & LCD Screen 
Cleaner Kit $50 

The #1 selling LCD screen cleaner in the world 
with surface preservation technology. Includes 
sachets for on the move. (72075) 



Extra laptop battery $219 

Don't get caught out on the road with a flat 
battery. For all current model iBooks and 
PowerBooks 


Belkin Retractable 

USB lamp $29.95 

Light your keyboard anywhere with this USB 
powered LED lamp (78938) 



Belkin Miniscroller 

USB Mouse $29.95 

Mini Optical mouse features a compact design 
ideal for mobile users (79755) 



STM Diva $75 

fits 14" laptops 

Black/Camel (leather). (74273) 





STM Medium Curve $149 

fits 15.5" laptops 
Charcoal/Red (76218) 
Charcoal/Atlantic(75768) 


STM Journey Wheel Bag $199 

Fits 17" laptops Black/Charcoal (76220) 
Charcoal/Red (76221) 


Booq Cobra XM $299 

fits 16" laptops 

Made from the toughest 1680D Ballistic Nylon. 
(79611) 



Crumpler Hymns $90 to $100 

Hard case with zip up protection; Red, Silver, 
Blue & Black for all PowerBooks 


Booq Vyper Laptop sleeve $69 

Hard case laptop protection in this cool looking 
sleeve in 12", 15" and 17". Doubles as a stable 
table so you can use your notebook on your lap. 
Vyper 12" (79799), Vyper 15" (79800), Vyper 17" 
(79801) 


Crumpler McBains 

Available in a variety of colours 
Up to 12" $90 
Up to 15" $100 
Up to 17"$110 



Booq PowerSleeve 

From the toughest 1680D Ballistic Nylon -12" 
Black (75829) & GreyA/Vhite (79610) $99.95 
15"Black(75180) $109.95 
17"Black(75182) $119.95 


AppleCentre 
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The new Power Mac G5. 

Engineered for the creative class. 


The new Power Mac G5 line extends as far as you require. Up to two 64-bit 
G5 processors reaching top speeds of 2.5GHz, room for up to 8GB of main 
memory, pro performance graphics cards and ultrahigh-bandwidth system 
architecture will give you more results than systems costing twice as much 
Photoshop runs nearly two times faster than a Pentium 4-based system. In 
fact, for most creative endeavours, the Power Mac G5 simply has no 
competition in its class. Includes the award-winning iLife '04. 


PowerMac 

Power Mac G5 1. 8 GHz/ 256MB/ 80GB /SuperDrive (M 9555 x/a) 

Power Mac G5 1. 8 GHz DP/256MB/80GB/SuperDrive/NVGF5200 (M 9454 X/A) 
Power Mac G5 2.0GHz DP/512MB/160GB/SuperDrive/NVGF5200 (M 9455 X/A) 
Power Mac G5 2.5GHz DP/512MB/160GB/SuperDrive/ATI9600XT m 9 457 x/a) 


$2,699 $28.15 p.w. f 
$3,599 $36.92 p.w. f 
$4,499 $45.23 p.w. + 
$5,299 $51.23 p.w. + 



Buy before 
Christmas and 
get 200 hours Free 
dial-up Internet 


Power Mac Extra Specials! When purchased with machine 


AppleCare Protection Plan 
$377.00 (M8850FE/A) 

Save $42.00 



Bose Companion 3 speakers 

$404.00 (79697) 

Save $45.00 



Belkin SurgeMaster Surge Protector 

$135.95 (78937) 

Save $24.00 


RAM 

512MB RAM ( 79333 ) 

$217 

1GB RAM (79334) 

$399 

2GB RAM (79335) 

$998 


Free installation when purchased 
with your Power Mac 

Save $33! 


Apple Displays 


Formac Displays 



Apple 17" Studio Display m 7649 zm/b $1,299 

Apple 20''Cinema Display LCD M9177X/A $2,299 

Apple 23"Cinema HD Display LCD m9i?8x/a $3,499 
Apple 30" Cinema HD Display LCD M9179X/A $5,999 



$13.85 p.w. + 
$24.92 p.w. + 
$36.00 p.w. f 
$57.92 p.w. f 


The stunning new Raven 19" LCD color monitor. Utilising the latest 
available technology the Formac screen is a must have for serious 
computer users. With DVI and ADC connectors and a contrast ratio of 
700:1 they are one of the highest spec monitors on the market. 

Formac Pixel policy: Formac provide a 3 year warranty on their new Raven products 
which allows for a maximum of 1 pixel anomaly and 12 months warranty on the 

backlight. (79767) 
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Adobe Creative Suite. 

The complete design environment 
for print and Web publishing. 

Built for Mac OSX 


The new Adobe® Creative Suite is an integrated design environment that combines full versions of 
Adobe's latest creative tools with innovative file-management features, a smooth Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) workflow, and comprehensive design resources to let you create and 
publish content for print and the Web faster and easier than ever before. 


Standard Edition 

$1,899 

(includes Adobe Photoshop CS with Adobe 
ImageReady CS, Adobe Illustrator CS, Adobe 
InDesign CS, Version Cue) (77343) 


Premium Edition 

$2,499 

(includes all software from Standard Edition 
plus Adobe GoLive CS and Adobe Acrobat 6.0 
Professional) (75108) 


Photoshop owners can upgrade to the Premium Edition! 77273 )for $1,479 or 
the Standard Edition ( 77272 ) for $1089. 



Last Document State 


Profile + warped text 


Purple Profile 


Alternate Model Shot 



QuarkXPress 6.5 Special Offer 

Save $450 inc GST off Quark 6.5 when purchased with 
a new PowerMac G5 or PowerBook G4' 

QuarkXPress v6.5 expands the power, versatility, and creative possibilitiesof the world's most widely 
used professional page layout software. New features have been developed in direct response to 
user requests, QuarkXPress 6.5. Normally $2,300, reduced to $1,850 with mail-in rebate^ 







Production Suite 

Includes Final Cut Pro HD, DVD Studio Pro 3,and 
Motion, Production Suite is the essential software 
suite for film and video production that delivers real¬ 
time editing, motion graphics, audio and authoring 
tools in one comprehensive and integrated package. 
$1,999 (M9480Z/A) 


Logic Pro 7 

The industry-leading application for music 
creation and audio production dramatically 
broadens the capabilities of computer-based 
studio environments with Logic Pro 7. 
$1,499 (M9664Z/A) 


AppleCentre 


Logic Express 


Logic Express provides a step up from 
GarageBand for aspiring musicians, producers 
and composers without breaking the bank. 
With the same flexible layout as Logic Pro, you 
can dive deeper into the creation and 
manipulation of audio and MIDI, for just 
$499 (M9670Z/A) 
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You Control 

You Control is a collection of 15 powerful, yet 
flexible menu utilities that allow you to create 
custom menus that extend the functionality 
and usability of your Macintosh. (77263) 

$99 



MacBurn 

The easiest way to burn data DVD's, multi- 
session data CD's, audio CD's, erase CD-RW’s & 
create disc images. (78794) 

$49.95 



PhotoEdit 

Breathe life into photographs with powerful 
image editing and painting tools that go 
beyond basic photo enhancement. (78797) 

$49.95 


OLSK^KJOK 





DlskWarrior 3.0 

The safest, the most technologically advanced, 
and the most powerful utility to prevent and 
eliminate directory damage available for any 
computer. (73594) 

$160 



ClipArt & More 2.5 Million 

If you're looking for the finest collection of top- 
quality, royalty-free images, look no further than 
ClipArt & More 2.5 Million! (79095) 

$69.95 



TreeTracker 

TreeTracker makes it easy for family historians 
and genealogists to track and organise family 
photos and their lineage. (78793) 

$49.95 



Norton Systemworks 

Eliminates viruses automatically, Keeps your 
hard drive running smoothly, Backs up files 
and reclaims disk space, Keeps itself updated 
(73848) 

$199 



Norton AntiVirus 9 

Removes viruses automatically, Cleans infected 
Internet and email downloads, Automatic 
updating defends against new viruses. (73590) 

$119 



Norton Internet Security 3.0 

Norton AntiVirus™ protects your Macintosh 
from viruses, Norton™ Personal Firewall 
defends against hackers, Norton™ Parental 
Control, Norton™ Privacy Control keeps your 
data private and secure, Aladdin iCIean™ 
removes Internet clutter (73814) 

$145 



TechTool Pro v4 includes Virus 
Barrier X - Limited Time only 

TechTool Pro 4 is a fully-featured hardware and 
software diagnostic/repair utility for Mac OSX. 
Version 4 features disk optimization, emergency 
volume creation, and S.M.A.R.T. tools. (73734) 

$218.90 


Sweet Deal on .Mac 

Buy any Mac and save $59 off RRP 
on .Mac Internet essentials. 


Purchase a Mac and get 
.Mac for just $99 % . .Mac will 
revolutionise the way you 
use the internet, .mac 
membership includes: Virex 
anti-virus; Website creation; 
250MB online storage. 





Portfolio V7 $329 

(77809) 

For Mac & Windows 

With Portfolio 7, creativity knows no bounds. New automated features 
provide for more intuitive and streamlined cataloguing and a suite of 
new workflow optimising tools makes organising, accessing and sharing 
your digital files easier than ever before in a digital asset management 
application. 

Features include: 

Catalogue files stored anywhere - even offline, One-Click CD, 
Publishing/Archiving, Built-in image conversion, Extract and store file 
metadata, Contact sheet printing 


Suitcase XI $235 

(75272) 

For Mac & Windows 

Suitcase font manager combines professional-level font management 
features with its intuitive interface and tools for simple, efficient 
previewing, activating and organisation of all your fonts. Suitcase is a 
must-have font management application for serious font users. 

Features include: 

Auto-activation (Mac), Corrupt font detection and repair (Mac), Resolves 
duplicate font issues (Mac), Speed and stability, Font previews, Print 
sample pages 

Suitcase XI Upgrade - $89 ( 75273 ) 
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jo! PC for Mac 


LiaIPCfor Mac 


Pun Microsoft Windows based cpp&cot/ms on your Mac 


Virtual PC for Mac Jal PC f or Mac 


jalPCfor Mac 


Virtual PC 


"I tested Virtual PC 7 on a new, powerful Apple iMac G5, 
and found it ran all the Windows programs I tried 
flawlessly, 

Walt Mossberg, Australian Financial Review 19 October 2004 

" .. when I need to work with Window files, the iMac's G5 
processor is strong enough to run.. Virtual PC for Mac... 
which tricks the Mac into thinking it's a Windows 
machine. A cruel trick, for sure, but it works in a pinch. 
That way I can have fun with the iMac,..., and work with 
Windows-based files and application..." 

Peter Lewis, Fortune 15 October, 2004 


Maximize Your Mac 

Even though you're loyal to your Mac, there are times when you may need to cross 
that bridge to the PC world. With the help of Microsoft Virtual PC for Mac v.7, you 
can access PC-only software, files, networks and devices faster and more intuitively 
with your Mac. 


79231 Virtual PC for Mac 7.0 Win XP Pro $499 

79238 Virtual PC for Mac 7.0 Win XP Home $449 

79763 Virtual PC for Mac 7.0 Win 2000 (Dec'04) $499 

79703 Virtual PC for Mac 7.0 Upgrade $199 

79702 Virtual PC for Mac 7.0 $299 


f fn. Microsoft* 

Office: mac 

2004 

Manage your information. Share your ideas. 
Create projects with confidence. 

• Improved user interface with Quartz effects 

• Record audio notes in Word to MPEG-4 Audio 

• Work in 30 languages with improved Unicode text 

• Automate Office via new AppleScript dictionary 

Built for Mac OS X 



Office 2004 

Student and Teacher Edition ( 77607 ) 

$299 

Installs on 3 PC's! • Non-commercial use only 


Office 2004 
Standard Edition ( 77605 ) 

$699 

Upgrade $449 (77606) 


Office 2004 

Professional Edition (78546) 

$899 

Also includes Virtual PC. Upgrade $599 (79253) 


Includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Entourage 2004 
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World Of Warcraft 

Four years have passed since the aftermath of 
Warcraft III: Reign of Chaos, and a great tension 
now smolders throughout the ravaged world 
of Azeroth (79780) 

$89.95 



Eighth Wonder Of The World. 

8TH WONDER OF THE WORLD takes place 
some years after the end of "Northland". 
(78779) 

$69.95 



Celtic Kings 

Celtic Kings is a real time game that blends 
strategy, role-playing and adventure elements 


(78085) 

$59.95 



Massive Assault 

Take the command of the "Free Nations Union 
" and defeat the secret alliance "Phantom 
League" on one of 6 distant planets. (78089) 

$69.95 



Sim City 4: Rush Hour Expansion 

‘Requires SimCity 4 to play. Your City is on 
the move! Take complete control of your 
city's transportation system including 
roads, rail, air, and waterways. (77807) 

$49.95 



Tom Clancy's Splinter Cell 

Two undercover CIA agents, covertly 
monitoring the activities of a rogue political 
faction, vanish suddenly. (76721) 

$69.95 




MTX: Mototrax 

Become the ultimate MX athlete in the fastest, 
most complete motocross game offering a 
thrilling career mode to boost your fame, 
fortune and adrenaline!(78658) 

$49.95 



MYSTIV: Revelation (Limited 
Collectors Edition) 

Limited Collectors Edition comes complete 
with MYST IV: REVELATION On 2 DVD's Bonus 
DVD:- 25 Min Making Of. Soundtrack of MYST 
IV, and a Set Of Special 32 Playing Cards (79246) 

$99.95 



Spiderman 2 

Spider-Man 2™ The Game follows the same 
storyline as the blockbuster feature film, and 
places the gamer into the web-slinging, web¬ 
swinging world of the Manhattan 
metropolis.(78657) 

$49.95 



Republic: The Revolution 

Starting with a very small base of local 
support, you must build up a nationwide 
faction powerful enough to overthrow the 
President and rule the Republic of Novistrana. 
(78789) 

$79.95 



Enemy Engaged 

With Enemy Engaged you're in for the ultimate 
helicopter flight and combat experience. 
(78777) 

$69.95 


Victoria 

Guide your nation from the era of the absolute 
monarchies of the early 19th century to evolve 
into a fully industrialized Great Power at the 
dawn of the 20th century! (78092) 

$59.95 



Kasparov Chessmate 

Chessmate is powered by an advanced chess 
engine that is designed to provide hours of 
thrilling challenges for players of all skill levels. 
(78442) 

$29.95 



Shrek 2 

Shrek, the loveable green ogre is back and 
this time he's bringing friends. (77743) 

$49.95 



Delta Force: Black Hawk Down 

Delta Force operative participate in a number 
of daring and intense raids against the 
oppressive Somali warlords in and around 
Mogadishu. (77804) 

$44.00 



Ford Racing 2 

Features the best Ford cars since 1949, from 
legends like the 1956 F-100 pick-up and 1968 
Mustang GT to future classics like the super-car 
slaying Ford GT. Choose between 32 different 
super-detailed cars. (79781) 

$49.95 



Battlefield 1942: Secret Weapons 
Of WWII (Expansion) 

You control lethal experimental weapons from 
World War II. Requires Battlefield 1942 to play. 
(79196) 

$49.95 



Star Wars Knights of the Old 
Republic 

Can you master the awesome power of the 
Force on your quest to save the Republic? Or 
will you fall to the lure of the dark side? (77747) 

$79.95 



CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 

A murdered woman...a slain police officer...a 
mysterious arson case. What do these crimes 
have in common? Enter the gritty world of CSI 
and search for the truth with Grissom, Catherine, 
and the entire Crime Scene Investigation team 
$49.95(77737) 



Big Metal Box 2 

Contains full versions of Warrior Kings, Total 
Immersion Racing, XIII and Championship 
Manager 03/04. (79783) 

$89.95 



Lego Bionicle 

Based on LEGO'S most successful toy of recent 
years, BIONICLE is a fast-paced action 
adventure game of good versus evil. (79782) 

$59.95 



GAME ON! ACTION PACK 

Tomb Raider Chronicles, Freedom Force, 
Incoming, No One Lives Forever, Spy Hunter, 
Star Trek Voyager: Elite Force (76723) 

$69.95 



GAME ON! FAMILY PACK 

Burning Monkey Mahjong, Burning Monkey 
Solitaire, realMyst, Snowball Run,Tony Hawk's 
Pro Skater 3, Zoo Tycoon (78792) 

$69.95 



Nostromo™ SpeedPad n52 

Built to conquer your enemy, the Nostromo SpeedPad 
n52 puts keyboard and gamepad functionality into one 
small and easy-to-use device. Mac or Windows 

$79.95 (78940) 




DOOM 3 is coming! 

What do the experts think? 

“A NEW Classic” - PC Gamer 
"One of the most immersive games 
the industry has seen" - cnn.com 
"five out of five stars " - MAXIM 
"One of the scarest games ever made" 

- The Associated Press 
"Elevates gaming as an art form" 

- Computer Gaming world 

"Too lifelike for comfort "- Time magazine 

"Theperfect alone-in-the-dark nightmare"- Rolling Stone 

Pre Order your copy NOW! 

$69.95 (79771) 
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Musical Christmas Tree$1 9.95 

USB powered. Cycles through 6 
colors. Plays a short Xmas song at 
the push of a button. ( 79576 ) 

1 



Belkin Hi-Speed 7 port USB 2.0 
hub$79.95 

Saves desk space with stackable, slim¬ 
line design. Also has optional power 
Supply. (79234) 


Glowing Musical Snowman 
$19.95 

Glowing USB powered Snowman plays a 
short Xmas song at the push of a button - 6 
changes of colour (79577) 


Griffin 4-Port USB Audio Hub $89 

Functional USB 4-Port Hub that works 
unpowered or with included power supply, 
first hub designed with audio recording and 
playback in mind. (79109) 


Griffin RadioSHARK $140 

USB powered RadioSHARK adds an AM/FM 
radio to any Mac or PC, can record any radio 
broadcast in real time. (77949) 




MacMice 3 button Bluetooth 
mouse $119 

For Mac & PC, featuring a standard left 
button, a right button, under-the-wheel 
scroll wheel button (79286/79287) 


Belkin Enhanced Keyboard 
(USB) $29.95 

Smooth design. Low, symmetrical 
profile to complement your home 

Or Office. (69728/78941) 


Belkin Pure AV Audio Splitter $40 

One 3.5mm to two RCA connectors 
for connecting standard earphone 
jacks to your stereo. (78931) 



Canopus ADVC55 Analogue-to- 
Digital Video Converter $399 

Preserve your memories. Import 
your VHS footage directly to your 
Mac or PC. (76991) 


USB Massage Ball $24.95 

For those long days at the 
office.1.8m cable even reaches your 
feet. ( 79194 ) 


Formac Studio TV-R $599 

The Formac Studio TV-R DV/TV Analogue 
converter with TV tuner. Record TV straight to 
your Mac or convert analogue to digital. (79770) 


M-Audio 49e USB 

Midi Keyboard $249 

Perfect USB MIDI controller keyboard for 
getting started with music on your Mac. 

(T9095LL/A) 



NETGEAR DG632 ADSL 
Modem Router 

All-in-one Modem, Router, and Firewall 
with USB and Ethernet Connectivity 

$139 


NETGEAR DG834G 54 Mbps 
Wireless ADSL Firewall Router 

Wireless ADSL Firewall Router with 
4-port 10/100 Mbps switch 

$269 


NETGEAR GS605 5-port 
Gigabit Ethernet Switch 

Gigabit Speed for Powering Up 
Small Networks 

$199 


Key Features 

• Speeds up to 140 times faster than dial-up 

• Simultaneous Ethernet and USB connectivity. 

• Network Address Translation (NAT) 

• VPN pass-through (IPSec, PPTP, L2TP) 

• Smart Wizard install assistant interactive guide 

Combination 2-port router, modem, and firewall plugs 
directly into your ADSL line for instant connectivity -- 
Supports up to 8 Mbps downstream (upgradeable to 
24 Mbps with ADSL2+) and 800 Kbps upstream. 
Includes free Ethernet and USB cables for connecting 
your first computer. 

(79754) 


NETGEAR 


Key Features 

• Combines modem, router, switch, 802.11 g 
access point, and SPITrue Firewall 

• Up to 5X faster than 802.11b 

• True Firewall with Stateful Packet Inspection 
(SPI) & Intrusion Control, Denial of Service 
(DoS), Virtual Private Network (VPN) pass¬ 
through 

• Smart Wizard detects/connects to your ISP 

• Works with both 802.11 g & 802.11 b 

Combination ADSL modem, router, 10/100 LAN switch, 
802.11 g access point, and SPI True Firewall lets you 
instantly and safely download large files, 
videoconference, and distribute and play high-quality 
digital movies, photos, and MP3s. Directly connects 
four computers and/or printers and protects your 
network against intruders. Smart Wizard interactive 
install assistant guides you for easy setup. 

(76585) 


Key Features 

• Five 10/100/1000 Mbps Ethernet ports 

• Stylish Design- looks great flat or in provided 
stand 

• Smart- honors 802.1 p priority tags, great for 
VoIP applications 

• Flexible- great for PC or Macintosh® 
computers 

• Silent- noise-free operation for a peaceful 
work environment 

This sleek, affordable powerhouse lets you build a 
small scale, high-speed network that moves even very 
large files across your network instantly. It allows you 
to mix-and-match 10/100/1000 Ethernet devices for 
flexibility and seamless migration to Gigabit Ethernet. 
Packed with ease-of-use features, it's also self-cooling 
and operates quietly without a fan. 

(79753) 


' 
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LaCie DVD±RW 16x, Design by F.A. Porsche 

FireWire, with Double Layer recording technology. DVD+R DL (Double 
Layer),DVD-R, DVD-RW, DVD+R, DVD+RW, CD-R and CD-RW. Compatible 
with Win 2000/XP & MacOSX 10.2.3 & above. Includes Toast 5.2 & 6.0 lite 
software. 

$349 (79060) 


LaCie d2 DVD±RW16x 

FireWire, DVD+R9 (Double Layer),DVD-R, DVD-RW, DVD+R, DVD+RW, CD-R 
and CD-RW. Includes full version of Toast® Titanium 6 (RRP $199). 
Compatible with MacOSX 10.2.3 & above. 

$409 (79037) 



40GB LaCie Mobile Hard Drive, Design by F.A. 
Porsche 

Bus powered, USB 2.0 and FireWire. For Mac & PC 

$349 (79739) 



160GB LaCie Desktop Hard Drive, Design by 
F.A. Porsche 

FireWire 400. For Mac & PC 
$359 (75114) 



80GB LaCie Desktop Hard Drive, Design by 
F.A. Porsche 

FireWire 400. For Mac & PC 


$279(75113) 



250GB LaCie d2 Hard Drive Extreme 

Triple Interface, USB 2.0, FireWire 400 & FireWire 
800. Up to 50% faster than first generation 
FireWire 800 drives. For Mac & PC 

$569 (79035) 


NEW 



NEW! Personal Anti-Spam X3 

The Ultimate Spam Fighting Tool 


Experts say that in 2005,80% of email sent around the world will be spam.To fight 
this scourge of the internet, Intego introduces Personal Antispam X3:the first 
intelligent program for eliminating unwanted email from your in-box. Works with 
Apple Mail or Microsoft Entourage. 

Doesn't slow down your Mac • Keeps your in-box spam-free • Learns from the spam you receive. 

$99 (79784) 






NetBarrier X3 

Every Mac on the Net should have 
NetBarrier on it. YOU ARE BEING 
WATCHED! If you think you are safe 
from prying eyes then seriously 
think again? 

$99 (79785) 


VirusBarrier X - Panther Ready 

The new Antivirus solution for your 
Macintosh. Eliminates all known 
viruses from your Mac: System and 
macro viruses. 

$99 (73577) 


ContentBarrier X3 

Internet Content Filtering Software 
Mac OSX. A number of dangers and 
threats to children and adults are 
lurking out in cyberspace. 

Among them: - Viruses, Loss of 
Privacy, Predators, Pornography, 
Theft 

$90 (73576) 

Techtools 


Personal Backup X3 

Incremental Backup, Restore, 
Synchronize your data. Clone your 
OSX volume. Personal Backup X3 
has a full range of backup and 
restoration features, to protect your 
data simply and easily. 

$99 (79786) 


NEW 


ChatBarrier X3 

The First Encryption Solution for 
iChat Instant Messaging. Intego 
ChatBarrier works in conjunction 
with Apple’s iChat instant 
messaging software to provide two- 
way, real-time encryption of text 
chats. 

$64.95 (79787) 
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EPSON PictifteM 

$418 


1 (79678) 


te personal photo lab 


EPSON 



Simple, Convenient, Quality Photos.. .Anywhere and Anytime 
Lab quality 10x15cm border free photos without the need for a computer 
Supports most available digital camera memory cards 
EPSON UltraChrome ink ■■■■*&* 

Print photos directly from your PictBridge 
compatible digital camera 
Convenient, go anywhere carry handle 
Create frames and borders using EPSON Print 
Image Framer (included) 

Cost Effective - at home convenience - 
photo lab affordability 


EPSON STYLUS C65 

$154 (77888) 

Vibrant, Sharp documents, and Photo Quality Prints for 
the Home User. 

The STYLUS C65 features include: 

Print speeds up to 17ppm in black text 
High quality 5760 Optimised dpi (using RPM 
Technology) 

Individual ink cartridges 

EPSON DURABrite Ink for sharp, vivid document and 

photographic prints 

USB and Parallel interfaces 

BorderFree edge-to-edge printing on 100 x 150mm 
photo size paper 


EPSON CX3500 Multi Function 
Printer/Scanner/Copier 

$259 (79495) 

The Plain Paper, Photo-Quality Multi Functional Printer 
for the Home & Office 
Features include: 

Print speeds up to 15ppm in black or colour text 
DURABrite Individual colour ink cartridges 
Easy to use stand alone copying and scanning 
functions 

High quality 5760 x 1440 dpi printing 

Photo restoration software to rejuvenate old photo 

Border free photo printing from 4"x 6" to A4 size 

Web page printing to fit page 

EPSON PhotoQuicker for easy photo printing 

EPSON Print Image Framer for increased creativity 

USB interfaces 


EPSON STYLUS PHOTO RX630 

$630 (79752) 

The EPSON STYLUS PHOTO RX630 is the ultimate all-in- 
one premium photo centre for the photo enthusiast. 
Features include: 

High resolution printing up to 5760 dpi 
2.4" High Resolution Colour LCD viewer screen. 

PC free copying and printing from memory cards 
Scans film and slides directly to memory card or print 
out 

Stand alone copy, printing and scanning functions 
Photo restoration software to rejuvenate old photo 
and film 

Economical Individual colour ink cartridges 
Border free photo printing from 4"x 6" to A4 size 
PictBridge and Bluetooth compatible 
External USB port for storage devices 


E Bonus Paper Pack 

Purchase an EPSON Stylus C65, EPSON CX3500, EPSON Stylus Photo RX630 or 
— EPSON Stylus Photo RX430 and receive from EPSON a bonus photo paper pack. § 
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MYOB Business Management Software 

' 



MYOB FirstEdge 

Easy business and accounting software for small or home- 
based business on the Mac. Run all your basic management 
tasks from the one easy business program. MYOB FirstEdge 
simplifies the way you quote, track and invoice your jobs, 
simultaneously tracking your transactions and GST, and 
providing you with over 70 reports to help you understand 
your business. 

(72568) 


MYOB AccountEdge 

Business management software for Mac users. Issued with 
a single user licence and with unlimited additional licences 
available, MYOB AccountEdge gives you the power to manage 
even the most complex medium-sized business, with a 
powerful multiple pricing level inventory, multiple currency 
transaction functionality, integrated payroll, and more. (71295) 


Find out why more than 300,000 Australian business choose to use MYOB 


North Sydney 

222 Pacific Highway 
Tel: 02 9951 7979 
Fax: 02 9957 4325 
sales_nthsyd@compnow.com.au 

South Melbourne 

64 Clarendon St 

Tel: 03 9684 3600 

Fax: 03 9682 2902 

sales_sthmelb@compnow.com.au 


Chadstone 

Chadstone Shopping Centre 
Tel: 03 9568 8655 
Fax: 03 9568 2255 
sales_chadstone@compnow.com.au 

Malvern 

1465 Malvern Rd 

Tel: 03 9824 8544 

Fax: 03 9824 8598 

sales_malvern@compnow.com.au 


South Yarra 

409a Chapel St 

Tel: 03 9827 5011 

Fax: 03 9824 2786 

sales_chapelst@compnow.com.au 

Geelong 

255 Moorabool St 

Tel: 03 5223 1550 

Fax: 03 5223 2021 

sales_geelong@compnow.com.au 
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All prices in the catalogue include GST. E&OE. All items in this publication have been included in good faith on the basis that the products, as described, will be available at the 
time of sale. Failure by a supplier to deliver in accordance with sample, description or at all or other unintentional causes may result in some product being unavailable. Whilst 
every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in this catalogue, we reserve the right to change incorrect prices resulting from a printing or typographical error. Pictures are for 
illustrative purposes only. Prices are current at the time of publication, however Computers Now reserves the right to alter pricing at its discretion.* Six month interest free 
terms available to approved customers from TFF as authorised agent for Lombard Finance. For advertised bundle only. Establishment fee of $120 applies, payable upon receipt 
of goods.See in store for further details. tWeekly amount payable monthly, based on 36 month rental finance through Flexirent to approved Customers. /Via mail-in rebate 
direct with Apple when a full version of Quark 6 is purchased. Offer expires Jan 10,2005.Terms and conditions apply. Upgrade to version 6.5 supplied as free download. 
©Customer must complete and either fax or post the Rebate Form & Proof of Purchase Apple Computer Australia. All rebate forms must accompany an APP enrolment 
number, and be received by Apple Computer Australia before Friday 21 st January 2005. #Free dial-up Internet offer through Westnet - available nationally. Does not include 
dial up call cost or any telephone line installation. §Buyers of EPSON STYLUS C65 and CX3500 receive 1 x EPSON DURABrite Photo Paper 4 x 6" 50 sheet pack. Buyers of EPSON 
STYLUS PHOTO RX630 AND RX430 receive 1 x EPSON Premium Glossy Photo 4 x 6" 50 sheet pack. Customers need to register online www.epson.com.au and log into Club 
EPSON to complete online registration form and submit purchase details. Offer ends February 25,2005. @Purchase any new (current model) PowerBook and receive an Airport 
Express for no additional charge. Offer ends 17th December, 2004. %After mail-in rebate direct with Apple Computers. Offer expires 10 January, 2005. After the first year, .Mac 
membership is $158 inc GST a year. All promotions in this catalogue are not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


AppleCentre 


PP34074200143 


















Sagitron by Andrew JONES 

Concept artist, Nintendo 

Made by hand with Corel® Painter™ 


The FASTEST Version of Painter. EVER. 


For full product information and 30-day trial version go to 



www.corel.com 









Amazing Power. Amazing Tools. Amazing Value. 


Buy any Professional package from My Mac Professional and you'l 
also get real-world experience, advice you can trust and support 
for the entire solution. 


PowerMac G5 Dual 1.8GHz 

+ Apple 

Production Suite 

$5,249.00 



* 


While stock lasts. M9454X/A + M9480Z/A 
Including Final Cut Pro HD, Motion, DVD Studio Pro, 
Soundtrack, LiveType, Cinema Tools, Compressor & QuickTime Pro. 






< 
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PowerMac G5 Dual 1.8GHz 

+ Adobe 
Creative Suite 

$5,495.00* 


Adobe Creative Suite 

Premium 

The complete design environment 
for print and web publishing 


Plus this My Mac Limited Offer A - Act now. 

QuarkXPress 6.1 Upgrade - from version 3 $1,229.00 

QuarkXPress 6.1 Upgrade - from version 4 $899.00 

QuarkXPress 6.1 Upgrade - from version 5 $599.00 

QuarkXPress 6.1 $2,299.00 

Adobe Creative Suite Upgrade - from Photoshop $1,299.00 

Adobe InDesignCS Upgrade - from version 2 $329.00 

Adobe PhotoshopCS (Version 8) Upgrade $329.00 


While stock lasts. M9454X/A + ALD9431 
Including Adobe InDesignCS, PhotoshopCS, 
IllustratorCS, GoLiveCS, Acrobat Professional, 
Acrobat Distiller, ImageReadyCS & Version Cue. 



AppleCentre 


* Excluding display. A Orders placed in November only. Prices include GST & exclude delivery 


salespro@mymacaustralia.com.au 
My Mac Australia 192 Flinders Street Melbourne 



My Mac Professional 

03 9663 9444 
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Hot Links 

www.apple.com.au/logic 

www.apple.com.au/logicexpress 

Highly logical 

Apple unveils its Logic 


L AST month AMW covered the 

release of Cubase SX 3. Following 
closely are major updates for Logic 
and Digital Performer (see separate story). 

Logic in some ways is the most inter¬ 
esting digital audio application for the 
Mac, by dint of it now being an Apple 
product. The latest release takes Logic to 
version 7, and very much puts Apple’s 
stamp on the product. 

What version 7 does is take the word 
integration to new heights. The standout 
new feature is Distributed Audio 
Processing. It sounds bland, but it’s one 
of the more interesting innovations to 
occur in music technology in a long time. 
Anyone who uses digital audio applica¬ 
tions is aware of the load it can put on 
your CPU. Add a bunch of plug-ins and 
you can really start to push your Mac’s 
limits. With the Distributed Audio feature, 
you can spread the load of your audio 
project across multiple Macs via gigabit 
Ethernet or FireWire. One Mac has the 
Logic application on it, with other Mac 
nodes running the plug-ins. All you needs 
to do is network the Macs, install a small 
node application on each Mac without 
Logic and away you go. The only down¬ 
side is that the node Macs needs to be 
G5s. This means the Logic application will 
be run from your slower Mac (unless you 
have multiple G5s you lucky devil). This 
may seem a little counter-intuitive — 


running the main application on the slower 
computer — but it does show how much 
CPU resources plug-ins can hog. The 
obvious use of this feature is for those 
with G4 PowerBooks who also have a G5 
desktop as their workhorse. It’s the sort of 
feature a non-pro user may love as it to 
some extent avoids the need to buy 
outboard DSP cards. 

Other improvements and features in 
version 7 are numerous. You have access 
to any Apple Loops you may already have 
purchased for GarageBand. There are 
also new software instruments supplied. 

Sculpture is a software instrument that 
models sounds. For example, to create a 
violin sound you don’t just need to create 
the tone of the instrument, you need to 
also replicate the vibrations of the strings. 
That’s what Sculpture does. Modelling 
instruments have been around for years 
but it’s noteworthy that it’s being supplied 
as part of the basic package. Ultrabeat is a 
fully featured drum machine, utilising an 
interface similar to some of the classic 
machines from the eighties. You have 
access to 24 drum voices and one that 
can be used for bass lines. Any sound can 
then be tweaked using the range of effects 
and filters that are built into the instrument. 

On the effects side there are also some 
new additions. For the guitarists out there, 
Guitar Amp Pro provides some excellent 
sonic opportunities. This effect unit 

emulates eleven classic 
guitar amplifiers. You simply 
plug your guitar into your 
Mac or an audio interface 
and then select the ampli¬ 
fier emulation you’d like. 
Aside from the eleven 
amplifier options you also 
have nineteen virtual ampli¬ 
fier cabinets to choose 
from, which alters the 
sound of each amplifier. 



Ringshifter is an effects unit that replicates 
two modulation effects called ring modula¬ 
tion and frequency shifter. You can create 
anything from unique phasing effects to 
bizarre robotic sounds. Staple stuff for 
anyone creating electronic music. 

Speaking of robots, the Vocal Transformer 
effects plug-in allows you to manipulate 
vocal lines in a number of ways, from 
robotic/vocoder effects to full pitch- 
shifting effects. Add further stuff like Linear 
Phase EQ, Pitch Correction (think the 
vocal effect Cher used on “Believe” a 
couple of years back), Multimeter and 
Match EQ and you have an impressive 
effects suite. As far as general productivity 
features go there’s been the usual evolu¬ 
tionary steps with the arrange window, 
increased template functionality and file 
management features. The one I’m most 
excited about is the Caps Lock Keyboard. 
You can now play your Mac’s keyboard 
like a MIDI keyboard. For the Logic user 
on the go this will be of major benefit. 

Version 7 of Logic is a real coming of 
age on the integration side of things, and 
also offers one of the most comprehensive 
suites of software instruments and effects 
to come standard with an application. 
Logic’s younger sibling, Logic Express, 
contains most of the features, but lacks 
most of the new effects and software 
instruments. If you just want to dip your toe 
in the music technology water then Logic 
Express may be the better starting point. 

Logic and Logic Express 7 require OS 
10.3 or above, 512MB of RAM, DVD drive 
for installation and a G4 processor or 
above. You’ll also need a free USB port for 
the copy protection key and 4GB of hard 
drive space for installation. Logic Pro retails 
at $1499 or $499 if you are upgrading from 
a previous version. Logic Express will cost 
you $499 or $199 for an upgrade. Both are 
available from Apple direct, resellers or 
your local music technology store. ^ 
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Hot Links 

www.sony.com.au 

Where to find the next-generation Walkman 

Sony stays in 

S ONY has released a further update 
to its flash-media based digital 
music players. The NW-E50 (you’ve 
got to love that catchy name) has 128 
megabytes of flash memory, with the NW- 
E70 having 256 megabytes. Both are no 
larger than your average matchbox, making 
them small enough to attach to a key ring. 
Sony has managed to fit a backlit LCD 
display on both models, and you can 
search for music by artist and title. Up to 70 
hours of battery life is claimed on one AAA 
battery. Up to five hours and 50 minutes of 
music can be stored on the E50, but that is 
using Sony’s proprietary ATRAC format, 
which can’t be easily handled by your Mac. 
Sony has also started supporting MP3 in its 
players, which is a positive for Mac users 
but limits the amount of music that can be 
stored on the E50 to two hours (at 128 kbps 
encoding). Obviously you can double that 
for the 256 megabyte E70. Connection to 
your Mac is via USB, with no Mac-compat¬ 
ible software supplied. This means any file 
transfer would be a manual process. 



the game 

Also on the market now is the NWHD1, 
Sony’s first hard-drive based portable 
audio player. It has a 20-gigabyte 
capacity and is the size of a credit card. 
Connection is via USB 2.0. I’m not going 
to mention a lot more because unlike the 
E50 and E70, there's no MP3 support, 
which makes Mac compatibility 
non-existent (if someone would 
like to prove me wrong on 
creating ATRAC files on a 
Mac I’d be most grateful). It’s 
a shame because the specs 
look attractive and with a 
$599 price tag it’s also 
very competitive with the 
iPod mini. 

Given the relative Mac 
unfriendliness of these products, why 
would you bother? Well, for one thing the 
size of the players is a major plus, partic¬ 
ularly for active people like joggers or 
athletes. Second, flash RAM makes for a 
skip-free playback experience (although 
I’m yet to have my iPod do any serious 


skipping). Third, the price point is 
reasonable ($299 for the E50 and 
$399 for the E70). Finally, if you 
can’t afford the extra money for an 
iPod mini and you also work with 
Windows machines regularly in 
addition to your Mac, then you can 
use the software supplied on your PC to 
gain full functionality. The addition of MP3 
support is a positive step, and hopefully 
Sony may also recognise the Mac plat¬ 
form in future given the hefty competition 
the iPod is posing in the portable audio 
market at present. ^ 


Quite a performance 


I T’S either a drought or a flood with 
digital audio workstation software 
releases. Digital Performer (DP) is the 
third cab off the rank in the past month or 
so with version 4.5 being released by 
developer Mark of the Unicorn (MOTU). 

DP users are a very dedicated bunch that 
love the unique features that Performer 
offers over the other options, particularly 
in the MIDI domain. 

With version 4.5, MOTU has added a 
bunch of new features that really push the 
boundaries between audio and MIDI 
recording. The Beat Detection Engine 
automatically analyses any audio loop you 
bring into a project and determines its 
tempo. It will also match the imported 
audio to the project’s tempo (as occurs in 
Apple’s SoundTrack application). Plug-in 


latency compensation is also provided. 
Essentially what this does is eliminate any 
delay caused by the processing required 
of the audio from the moment it enters 
your Mac until you hear it through your 
speakers. It is impossible to avoid some 
latency, so the latency compensation 
feature is significant, and will most likely 
be mimicked in the near future by the 
other major players. 

Notable productivity improvements 
include direct export to MP3, improved 
scoring features (particularly scoring to 
film), improved DV playback and full Apple 
Loop functionality (drop an Apple Loop 
onto a track and it will match the project 
tempo). Another very nice addition to DP’s 
functionality is increased compatibility with 
the Pro Tools platform. DP 4.5 runs fully 


under the Digidesign Audio Engine, which 
means full use of your TDM plug-ins from 
within DP For the Pro Tools user this is a 
very attractive option as the advanced 
MIDI features of DP combined with the 
audio processing grunt of Pro Tools 
makes a killer combination. 

You’ll need a G3 Mac or higher running 
OS 10.2 with 128 megabytes of RAM for 
MIDI recording, 256 megabytes for audio 
recording. Digital Performer 4.5 retails for 
$1695 or $299 if upgrading from previous 
versions. It is distributed in Australia by 
Intelliware (08) 8277 1722. ^ 
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Hot Links 

www.motu.com 

Mark of the Unicorn 
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All FirelAlii*ed bp 

and ready to go wherever you go. 


In the studio. In the bedroom. 

At the club. On the kitchen table. 

Introducing the Digi 002 - 

the smoothest compact digital 
audio workstation / control surface/ 
portable standalone digital mixer 
you may ever get your hands on. 

For more information on the new Digi 002, 

call (03) 9654 6030 or visit www.tiicridesian.com/002 


10/04. Digi 002 and Digidesign are trademarks or registered trademarks of Avid Technology, Inc., or its subsidiaries or divisions. 
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Hot Links 

www.taniwha.org.uk 

Find appropriate scripts for your phone 


Mobile Bluetooth PowerBook surfing 


E VERYONE knows that it should be 
possible to connect to the net on 
the road using your Bluetooth- 
enabled PowerBook and a suitable 
mobile phone. Indeed, as we’re about to 
see, the process of setting up a connec¬ 
tion is fairly simple — but the complica¬ 
tions that can arise as a result of your 
particular combination of mobile service 
provider, Nokia phone and Mac can leave 
you flustered. 

This quick guide addresses most of the 
main pitfalls you’ll encounter while trying 
to make a connection of this type, and 
should get up and running online with a 
minimum of fuss 

These instructions should work for most 
Bluetooth-equipped Nokia phones and G4 
series PowerBooks. Our particular combi¬ 
nation included a 12" G4 867MHz running 
640MB of RAM and OS X 10.2.3, and the 
Nokia 6600. Both devices have Bluetooth 
built-in, but these instructions should work 
with a USB Bluetooth dongle as well. 

I Most people run into trouble right away 
because they don’t have the correct 
mobile phone scripts installed on their 
machine. Ross Barkman’s web page (see 
“Hot links”) features a wealth of scripts for 
a wide variety of phones. We used his 
Nokia GPRS scripts. 

2 Unpack the .sit archive to Macintosh 
HD:Library:Modem Scripts, where the 
scripts will be ready to go. 

3 Ensure your Bluetooth adaptor is acti¬ 
vated or plug your Bluetooth dongle 
into a free USB port. 

4 Enable the Bluetooth status on the 
menu bar from the Blutooth 
Preference pane. Choose Set Up 
Bluetooth Device from the menu icon and 


begin to follow the steps to pair your Mac 
with your phone. 

At “Step 4 of 5”, check “Access the 
Internet with...” and select the “Use 
data connection” option. Move on to “Step 
5 of 5” and type none (without quotes) in 
the GPRS CID String field, leaving every¬ 
thing else blank. 

Also in this step, select the “Nokia 
GPRS CID1” modem script. If it doesn’t 
appear as an option, you may not have 
unpacked the .sit archive into the right 
directory. Make sure the scripts are copied 
into Macintosh HD:Library:Modem Scripts 



Open the Network pane from System 
Preferences and choose “USB 
Bluetooth Modem Adaptor” (it will be 
called this even if you have Bluetooth 
built-in) to access further options. 


0 © USB Bluetooth Modem Adaptor 


Configuration: USB Bluetooth Modem Adaptor 

1R 

Service Provider: Optus GRPS Connection 

Telephone Number: (none) Optus GRPS Connection 


Alternate Number 


Name: 


Password: | 



_ Show modem status in menu bar 


These settings can be changed in Network Preferences, f Edit... ^ 


S«tus: idle fr Connect 4 


8 Select PPP and leave everything blank 
except Service Provider. Enter any text 
you like, descriptive of your connection (I 
connected through Optus). On the 
Bluetooth Modem tab, scroll through the 
enormous list of modem scripts until you 
find “Nokia GPRS CID1 ”. Clear all the 
checkboxes and turn Sound to off. 




9 Close all windows and you’re ready to 
connect. Start Internet Connect and 
choose “USB Bluetooth Modem Adaptor”. 
Choose the telephone number that most 
resembles the description of the 
Bluetooth connection you set up. Hit the 
Connect button. 

Internet Connect will begin 
“Contacting PPP Server...”, then 
dial, connect, and authenticate. On your 
phone you should be able to see the 
GPRS “G” symbol blink and turn solid 
once the connection is made. Enjoy 
your browsing! ^ 
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EPSON Excellence in 



Large Format Printing... 
with FREE Apple iPODs 

Epson large format UltraChrome 
printers are excellent for large 
format digital proofing, photo 
quality output, or fine art prints 
on a range of media including 
paper, vinyl, backlit or canvas. 

PLUS, Invest in an Epson large 
format printer from these EPSON 
resellers and get a FREE Apple 
iPod (or an extra discount!). 

For excellence in a large format 
printing and proofing with 
borderless photo-quality prints 
that last for over 75 years, call 
the Epson Pro-Graphics expert in 
your state today. 

Why Choose EPSON? 

• Full Control of Print Quality 

• Save Time & Money 

• Large Prints at Photo Quality 

• Long Life UltraChrome™ Inks 

• Extra Profits - Grow Your Business 


EPSON’ 


All prices Include GST # Free Apple iPod offer applies to these advertised purchase or rental prices only. Offer can be exchanged 
for an extra discount (call for amount). E&OE ’Visit www.epson.com.au for further information about lightfastness. # Based on 3 
year rental T.A.P. Rental prices include Delivery & Installation. A Colour RIP can be included for an additional rental fee. 


• Versatile Print Media 

NEW Epson A2 Stylus Pro 4000 

UltraChrome™ 17" (430mm) wide printer .$4,150 or Rent for $ 38 /wk* 

Indudes a FREE APPLE iPod Mini worth $399 

Epson A2+Stylus Pro 7600 , 

UltraChrome™ 24" (609mm) wide printer .$5,890 or Rent for $ j j/wk* 

Includes a FREE APPLE iPod 20GB worth $499 

Epson BO+ Stylus Pro 9600 . 

UltraChrome™ 44" (1117mm) wide printer... $11,950 or Rent for $ 95 /wk« 
Includes a FREE APPLE iPod 40GB worth $649 


NSW 

QLD 

VIC &TAS & SA 

DWMW1204RHP3 

LCIWV 

Ph: (02) 9951-7969 

1 Graphics Plus 1 

1 - t r J 

Ph: (07) 3367 1944 

Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

Ph: (03) 9706 8858 
















create: 

Announcing the Desktop Create: Awards 2005. 

Principally sponsored by 

OzEMAIL 


ic design is a powerful form of communication. It can 
* product, convey an identity, express an ideal, evoke 
rovoke a response, tell a story. Using media 
lustration, typography, photography, animation, 
a nd print, 

lelivers the message. 

atured in the 
nuary 2005. 



WIN $5000 in cash 
as the OzEmail 


IPm 


Designer of the Year 


xcellent prizes in 
different categories 


For competition details and to enter, go to <www.niche.com.au/create> 


PREMIUM SPONSORS SPONSORS 


SUPPORTER 


h.4SnTcL..« digital 


Adobe 


CGC 

computer graphics colkg« 


K.W.DOGGETT Fine Paper 


McKELLAR 
|F*j RENOWN 
Sfl PRESS 



MADMAN. 
















Apple and education in Australia. 


Education. 


By Martin Levins. 
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Back to basics 

E VERY now and then, the Back to Basics movement gains a 
little momentum and everyone reconsiders their philosophical 
roots. There is always some variant of this theme: a few 
decades ago someone tried "Forward to Fundamentals” but we saw 
through this almost immediately. 

The gist of these movements is usually a cry for attention to 
grammar and spelling because these form the structure of our 
language. In the same fashion, I want to address not punctuation or 
parsing but packets and protocols. I know, I know, this is not your 
inspiring “Inspiration and iMovie” approach to education, but every 
now and then we need to re-examine the infrastructure that supports 
our networks. 

We need to do this for a very important reason. 

Consider this scenario. A school has been at the forefront of 
ICT for over a decade, pouring money into its equip 
ment and staff development, but, like every , 
school, trying to save money where and when 
it can. Unfortunately, these savings have often 
been made on the networking infrastructure 
and the design faults and cheap, non-inter- 
operable switchgear are now causing 
malfunctions, or even loss of function. 

We’ve always made a point of Macs “just 
working” and in general, they do. They 
“just worked” on lousy wiring largely 
because of the inherent error management built 
into AppleTalk — the original networking protocol 
used by Macs. 

AppleTalk was a brilliant invention, sending smallish packets of 
data so that, should a packet fail to reach its destination or be 
corrupted en route, it could be retransmitted easily and quickly. It 
was designed to run on almost anything with one incarnation running 
over unused pairs of a phone installation. A piece of wet string would 
probably suffice. 

The protocol also worked a little like Rendezvous does now, 
discovering new devices as they were connected and broadcasting 
"I’m available” signals every now and then to aid the discovery 
process. Flence the frequent reference you hear to “chatty Mac 
networks" as if they are some sort of alien beings, sprawling their 
tentacles over other "real” networks. 

Because of the robustness of AppleTalk, cheap unintelligent 
switches or even dumber hubs worked well for simplistic networks, 
but are severely challenged when we start to take into account 
networked home directories and the combination of wireless and 
wired traffic. 


Hot Links 

computer.howstuffworks.com/lan-switch.htm 

Sponsored by Cisco, but applicable to all switching 

compnetworking.about.com/od/networkdesign/ 

More handy bits about networking 



Now that TCP/IP has become the true lingua franca of the networking 
world, referring to networks as “Mac” or “Windows" is false. Even if 
AppleTalk is still being used (because of legacy devices or services) 
the division is as artificial as saying that buses and cars can’t use 
the same road because they carry different numbers of people in 
different configurations. 

So when some schools have their networks at death’s door (or at 
least making an appointment with the receptionist), the risk for Apple 
is that a PC seller will quote on replacement machines with the rider 
“of course we’ll need to replace the Mac network as well”. Network 
upgrade complete, the school’s managers now praise its new PC 
installation, wondering why they didn’t get rid of "that Mac network” 
years ago (Mac aficionado weeps quietly in the corner). 

Now, I’m not wanting to proclaim doom and gloom or 
announce that the sky is falling just yet, but I have actually 
witnessed this happening. 

So what to do? 

The simple answer is to rip out all those bits of 
cable that were installed “just to get us by," and 
the unmanaged switches — or worse, hubs — 
s that have been installed and do some 
serious design thinking and replacement of 
antiquated gear. 

You’ll need to do some swift talking here, 
as money will not go into more flashing screens or 
shiny laptops. There won’t even be the opportunity 
for the boss to cut a ribbon like a politician opening 
a road. Just more blinking lights and populated racks. 
But be strong. Insist, cajole, whatever. It needs to be done irre¬ 
spective of platform. 

Would any city planner open large subdivisions without planning 
trunk roads and other essential services? (OK sensible city planner). 

You don’t have to do this yourself, but have a good look at some 
resources so that you know whether your supplier is talking rubbish. 
Remember, Apple doesn’t make switchgear, so you may not be able to 
rely on an educational “we will help you achieve your goal” approach. 

Time to make another partnership. Your local Apple dealer can 
supply expertise or assist you in finding a mutual partner. Apple 
could help through its Professional Services division. What about a 
white paper from Apple with some guiding principles? 

In any event, buy good quality gear. You are networking Macs 
after all. ^ 

As an educator, Martin Levins likes empowering people to create 
using computing technologies. 
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By James Christopher Murty. 

Automating speech from the 
command line 


Mac's got your tongue? 

T HE other day I became aware of a command line utility 
called “say” which allows you to send a string of text to 
the voice synthesis component of the accessibility archi¬ 
tecture built into Mac OS X 10.2 (and above). 

To make your computer speak via the default voice set in the 
Speech pane of System Preferences, open up a Terminal window 
and type say “Some text you’d like to hear.” 

You can also override the default voice and specify another 
using the "-v" option followed by one of the other voices listed 
in the Speech pane. For example: say -v Bruce "Hey there, 
I'm Bruce" or say -v Victoria "My name is Victoria." 
(A list of all the voices available is in the pull-down menu in the 
Speech preference pane.) 

The obvious question is: how can we take advantage of this 
new toy via the Unix side of Mac OS X? 

Silly pranks. Well, to be honest, the first thing I did was connect 
to another computer in my office via ssh to see if I could make it 
speak. It turns out that any valid account on the remote machine 
that you can login as will work, even if nobody is currently logged 
in or some other user account is in use. You don’t need admin 
access, just a regular account and obviously, remote access must be 
enabled. Via this simple, reasonably innocent prank, you can derive 
quite a lot of amusement, especially as anyone near the talking 
computer will assume that it can hear them talking back to it and 
will proceed to have a conversation with their computer. 

OK, but is there a more serious use of the technology? 

Setting reminders. A constructive use of speech is as a 
reminder system - sort of like alarmed events in iCal - only with 
voice synthesis instead. There’s a command line utility called 
sleep that halts operation for a specified number of seconds 
before continuing that can be used to this end. 

Typing something like ( sleep 30 ; say "here is your 
reminder )& will make your computer speak after waiting for 
30 seconds. The brackets and ampersand characters cause the 
sleep and say commands to be treated as a single operation that 
is executed in the background, giving you back a command line 
prompt as soon as you hit return. 


© 

Hot Links 

www.macdevcenter.com/pub/a/mac/2004/03/17/speech, html 

History of speech on the Mac 


If you find this useful, but you don’t want to type all those 
commands out each time you want to set yourself a reminder, 
you an make a little shell script to do it for you. Create a file 
called "reminder" using the text editor of your choice. In it 
place the following code: 

#!/bin/sh 

( sleep $1 ; say $2 )& 

When invoked, it reads two arguments from the command line 
- $1 and $2 — which correspond to the time in seconds before 
the reminder will be activated, and the text that will be spoken. 

When you’re done you’ll need to set the executable bit of the 
file by typing chmod +x reminder. 

To use your new command type something like . /reminder 
30 "here is your reminder". 

As in the previous example, your new command will activate 
speech in 30 seconds. If you think that you will use this script 
regularly, copy it to a directory that is in your path environment 
variable. Or make a bin directory in your home folder and place 
it in your path by adding something like: PATH=${PATH} :-/bin 
to your .bash_j?rofile file. This will allow you to type 
reminder 5 "my reminder" from any directory. 

A further improvement to this code could be to accept input in 
minutes instead of seconds. It might also be handy to have the 
command confirm that the reminder is set the way you want it. 
Try this version: 

#!/bin/sh 

counter="expr $1 \* 60" 

echo "a reminder \"$2\" will activate in 

$counter seconds" 

(sleep $counter ; say $2)& 

The '"' character appears above the tab key on your keyboard. 
They cause the expression - the arithmetic operation "expr" - 
contained betwen them to be evaluated and then assigned to the 
"counter" variable. 'V characters are necessary to "escape" 
certain other special characters like "*" and 
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If you later decide that you want to prevent the reminder from 
activating, type ps. 

It returns a list of all the active processes belonging to you and 
their corresponding process IDs. You should see two entries 
related to the reminder. One will be the sleep timer; the other will 
be the shell script itself. You can use the kill command followed 
by the appropriate process IDs to prevent them from activating. 
Stop the shell script first then the sleep command otherwise you’ll 
hear the reminder. 

I find this shell script extremely handy when I’m playing full 
screen games while waiting for a television program to start. As 
I’m immersed in the game — and don’t have the onscreen clock 
visible — I can miss the start of my program. By using this 
command, I get a spoken reminder layered over the top of the 
audio in the game letting me know that it’s time to quit. 

Automated notifications. Another possible use of speech is 
as an alert system that can let you know, unobtrusively, that 
something has happened. 

Imagine you’re waiting for a colleague to copy a file to your 
Public Drop box. One way to know when this file has arrived 
is to regularly check your Drop Box to see if the file has arrived 
- this method is time consuming and will surely distract you 
from any other work you may be doing. The other obvious 
method it to rely upon your colleague remembering to call or 
e-mail you to let you know the file is there — but what if they 
forget? It could be all day before you find out you have the 
file, and in any case surely your computer should be able to 
let you know. 

Here’s a approach that could solve this problem. The first part 
of the solution is to create a shell script that checks for the exis¬ 
tence of new files in your drop box folder and upon noticing 
them activates a spoken alert. The second part of the solution is 
to run this script on a regular basis via a crontab entry. 

Create a file using your favourite text editor called “newfiles”. 
Into this file type the following code: 

#!/bin/sh 

cd -/Public/Drop\ Box/ 

if [ "'Is'" 1= "" ]; then 

count='find * -newerct '5 minutes ago' - 

print | wc -1' 

if [ "$count" -ne 0 ]; then 

output=$count:" new files in drop 
box, " 
say $output 
fi 

fi 

The script works by checking to see if there are any files in your 
drop box using the "Is" command in the first conditional if/fi 
pair. If there are, it then checks to see how new they are using 
the find command. The -newerct argument specifies that it is 
looking for files that have changed in the last five minutes. The 
-print argument means that it should list those found files. The 


output from find is piped into a command called wc (wordcount), 
the -1 argument specifies that it should count the number of lines 
of output (its default is to list words, lines and characters) as there 
is one line for each file found. The result is placed into the vari¬ 
able "count". 

The second conditional if/fi pair activates only when count 
is not equal to zero. The resulting number of files is concate¬ 
nated, via the ":" characters, with the text " new files in 
drop box" into the variable "output". 

In the event that there are, as an example, five new files in your 
drop box, the resulting spoken alert will be “five new files in drop 
box”. If you’d like to get the script to tell you the names of the 
new files you could modify the lines between the second if/fi 
pair with something like: 

list='find * -newerct '5 minutes ago' -print' 

output=$count:" new files in drop box, ":$list 

say $output 

As with the earlier reminder shell script - you’ll need to chmod 
+x newfiles and place it somewhere in your path. 

Getting crontab to run the shell script every five minutes is as 
simple as typing crontab —e. 

By default this will create a table (tab) file with a text editor 
called vi - which can be a bit arcane for new users. If you are 
more comfortable editing with pico type EDITOR=pico before 
you type the crontab -e command. 

Note: You can set pico as your default editor permanently by 
adding EDITOR=pico to your .bash_j?rof ile file. 

Now, using whichever text editor you’ve chosen to edit your 
table file, enter the following: 

*/5 * * * * 

/usr/local/bin/newfiles 

The /*5 means every five minutes, the following four aster¬ 
isks mean every hour, every day of the month, every month and 
every day of the week. 

Test this either by copying or moving a file into your Drop Box. 
Or by typing touch ~/Public/Drop\ Box/testf ile which 
will create an empty file in your Drop Box. Sometime within the 
next five minutes you should be notified! 

Other ideas. These are just two simple ideas that you can use 
to take advantage of Mac OS X’s speech synthesiser. I’m sure that 
you will be able to see many variations on these two ideas that 
can be useful to you. 

As an example for further exploration, the full form of the say 
command allows for a -f argument and a -o argument which 
allow say to speak the contents of the nominated text file and 
output the results to the nominated sound file respectively. You 
can even pipe the output of some other process to say for it to 
speak, and the outputted audio could be further processed to an 
mp3 for listening on a portable audio device using iTunes or some 
other command line mp3 converter. ^ 
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How to. 


By Rob Griffiths. 


Overcome Office glitches 


© 


Hot Links 


14 Office problems solved 

Microsoft Office 2004 is, in nearly every 
way, a great step forward for the produc¬ 
tivity suite. That doesn't mean all is 
perfect. There are a few areas where 
Office doesn’t behave as you’d expect. 

Some (or all) of the Office 2004 applications quit at launch 
with no warning message at all. 

Incorrect file permissions on some files and folders on your hard 
drive can cause this problem. The easy fix is to use the Repair 
Disk Permissions tool in Apple’s Disk Utility program. Go to 
Applications: Utilities, and launch Disk Utility. In the left-hand 
column of the main application window, 
select your hard drive. Under the First 
Aid tab, click on Repair Disk Permissions. 

The process can take five to ten minutes, 
but when it’s done, your Office 2004 
applications should launch. 


www.pgp.com 

PGR a cross-platform alternative for secure file transfers 



I prefer to use the Reviewing pane when 
making comments. How do I edit a 
comment as I’m writing it? 

You can edit a comment in the Reviewing pane, 
which you access from the Reviewing toolbar 
(View: Toolbars: Reviewing), by clicking on the 
Show pop-up menu. You can’t do some things, such as 
dragging and dropping text to rearrange it or pressing delete to 
remove a word. Strangely, the forward delete key (F; delete on 
some third-party keyboards) works. If you need that kind of 
editing flexibility, you’ll have to enable the Track Changes 
balloons, which display comments and changes to the side of the 
main text. Open Word: Preferences, click on Track Changes in the 
left-hand pane, and select Use Balloons To Display Changes. You 
can see the balloons only in the Page Layout and Online Layout 
views (under View). 

When viewing a document with comments, I sometimes 
see brackets around text, and sometimes see an empty 
set of brackets. When the brackets are empty, I can’t get 


the Comment contextual menu to appear, nor can I click 
on the comment to make it show in the Reviewing pane. 

You get empty brackets when you add a comment without 
selecting text first. If you make a selection, comment brackets 
surround that text. There’s no way to hop to one of these “no text 
selected” comments in the Reviewing pane automatically, unless 
you already know which one you’re looking for. Instead, enable 
the Track Changes balloons to see and edit these comments. 

How do I disable Quartz text smoothing in Word 2004? On 
my slower machine, this made scrolling much faster. 

Unfortunately, the ability to disable Quartz text smoothing has 
been removed from every Office 2004 application, with the excep¬ 
tion of Excel. Smoothing is now handled by the system in the 
other applications. 

How do I open a document that was created 
and encrypted in Office 2003 for Windows 
and requires a password? 

Word 2004 doesn’t support Office 2003’s 
encryption features. To open the file, you’ll have 
to ask its creator to save it in a format that 
doesn’t use encryption. If the file’s security is 
important, the author could encrypt it with a 
cross-platform program such as PGP Personal 
Desktop, from PGP (see “Hot links”), after saving it. 

How can I copy and paste text from Word into Apple’s iChat? 
When I try, the pasted text is sent as a black rectangle. 

Due to an incompatibility between Office and iChat, you’ll have 
to make a detour through an intermediate application. Select and 
copy the text in Word or Excel and then paste it into another 
application, such as a new Apple Mail message or a blank TextEdit 
document. Select this newly pasted text and then copy and paste 
it into iChat, and it will work as expected. 

How do I enable an in-line spelling checker in Excel 2004? 

Excel can’t check spelling as you type. Instead, use Tools: Spelling 
on the entire worksheet or on a range of cells after you’ve entered 
your text. 
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Make sure Match is set to If 
All Criteria Are Met, and 
click on OK (see the screen- 
shot “Archive by date”). Also, 
create a new folder in your 
folder list and give it a 
meaningful name (such as 
Jan-Jun 04). When the 
custom view has taken effect, 
select all the messages in 
your in-box and then drag 
them to the Jan-Jun 04 
folder. Drag this folder to a 
location in the Finder, and 
wait while Entourage copies 
the messages. When it’s done 
(use the Finder to verify that 
it worked), delete the 
Jan-Jun 04 folder and the 
messages in your in-box. 


Archive by date. To create your own “archive by date” function in 
Entourage, start with a custom view. This one will find all e-mail between 
six months and a year old. Make sure you set the Match pop-up menu to If 
All Criteria Are Met, as shown. 

Why does the cursor move down a row after I press 
return? I’d rather have it stay in the same spot. 

Go to Excel: Preferences, and click on Edit in the left-hand pane. 
Deselect the Move Selection After Return option, and the cursor 
will no longer move after you press return. You could also change 
the default behaviour by changing the Direction pop-up menu 
from Down to another direction. 

When I want to print my calendar, it fails to print, giving 
me an “Error -30876” message. 

You probably have a corrupted printing form. Quit Entourage and 
go to Users: username: Documents: Microsoft User Data. Delete 
the entire Printing Forms folder therein - don’t worry; it will be 
re-created the next time you launch Entourage. 

When I’m in Month view and I want to see a particular day 
in detail, I double-click on it. But Entourage opens a new 
event on that date. I tried clicking on the Day view button, 
but that just takes me back to the current day. 

At the lower left of the Entourage window is a miniature calendar. 
Double-click on any date in this calendar, and that day’s detail 
view will open. 

How can I archive e-mails by date? The Export tool lets me 
export only items in a project or category, or all of my e-mails. 

Start by creating a custom view for your in-box (File: New: 
Custom View). In the dialog box that appears, enter a name for the 
view and add two criteria — both using the Date Received crite¬ 
rion from the leftmost pop-up menu. One is for the minimum age 
of the messages to archive; the other is for the maximum age. 


Why do dragged objects seem to jump to a new, some¬ 
what arbitrary location when I drop them? 

Make sure you’ve disabled Snap To Grid on the Drawing toolbar. 
Open that toolbar (View: Toolbars: Drawing); then click on the 
toolbar’s first object and make sure there’s no check mark next 
to the Snap To Grid menu item. You might try disabling the rulers, 
too. If they’re visible, select View: Ruler to disable them. Now you 
should be able to drop objects exactly where you want them, but 
this hasn’t worked for all users. 

How do I create a password-protected PowerPoint presen¬ 
tation that I can distribute for others to see but not change? 

None of the Mac versions of PowerPoint support password- 
protected presentations (nor can you open protected presenta¬ 
tions created in Windows). There are a few workarounds. Using 
the built-in PDF capabilities of OS X, save your presentation as 
a PDF via Print: Preview. You’ll lose the animations and transi¬ 
tions in it. You can also use the File: Make Movie option to 
create a stand-alone QuickTime movie of your slides. Unlike 
Keynote, PowerPoint can’t create interactive movies, so your 
audience will have no control over the slides. You could use 
File: Save As to save your presentation as a series of web pages 
— but you’ll need a server on which to save the pages for others 
to see. 

The embedded QuickTime movies in my presentation 
played perfectly with PowerPoint X. But in PowerPoint 
2004, they have very slow frame rates and choppy sound. 

Select the troublesome clip and then choose Format: Picture. 
Under the Size tab, click on the Best Scale For Slide Show option, 
set the Resolution pop-up menu to match your output device’s 
resolution, and then click on OK. This will probably change the 
size of your QuickTime movies, but it should make them play 
much more smoothly. ^ 
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By David Pogue. 

Solve common GarageBand problems 


© 

Hot Links 


Fix GarageBand glitches 


www.apple.com.au/ilife/garageband 

Right to the source 


GarageBand has been a breakthrough 
for aspiring Mac musicians. Thanks to 
its simplified interface and hard-to-beat 
price, even novices can start recording 
digital masterpieces. But things can go 
wrong in GarageBand — missing 
loops, silent instruments, and so on. 

Your loop browser is empty. Adding loops to GarageBand 
isn’t just a matter of stuffing them into a folder on your hard 
drive. You also have to make GarageBand aware of them. To do 
that, you must force GarageBand to index new loops, thereby 
building an internal catalogue of the loops and their locations. 

If anything goes wrong with GarageBand’s loop index, you may 
discover that all the buttons in the Loop browser are dimmed and 
no loops appear in its list. Some loops may exist in name only. 

In these situations, the solution is to rebuild the GarageBand 
loop index. 

Step 1. Quit GarageBand. In the Finder, open your hard drive 
and go to Library: Application Support: GarageBand: Apple 
Loops. Inside, you’ll see the text files that constitute your current 

Out with the old. If you’re having loop problems, trash your old loop 
index files. 


index (see the screenshot “Out with the old”). Drag these files to 
the Trash. 

Step 2. Restart GarageBand and click on the Loop Browser button 
(which looks like an eye). GarageBand will display the No Apple 
Loops Found dialog box. Click on OK and return to the Finder. 
Step 3. Open your hard drive and go to Library: Application 
Support: GarageBand. Drag the Apple Loops folder from the 
GarageBand folder into any visible portion of GarageBand’s Loop 
browser. GarageBand will dutifully re-create its loop index, based 
on the current location and contents of that Loops folder. 

Step 4. If you’ve installed the Jam Pack, drag its folder (also in 
Library: Application Support: GarageBand) into the Loop 
browser, too. 

No sound from a mic or a real instrument, if 

GarageBand doesn’t seem to be “hearing” anything from your 
microphone or line input, the Mac probably hasn’t been taught to 
listen to the right audio source. Open OS X’s Sound preference 
pane and click on the Input tab. Select the sound source you want 
to record, and then adjust the Input Volume slider for your 
singing or playing. (The loudest notes should briefly illuminate 
the rightmost bars.) Return to GarageBand and open its 
Audio/MIDI preferences. Click on the Audio Input pop-up menu 
and make sure that the correct input is selected. 

If the problem persists, tiy these steps: 



Apple Loops Index 


Qj everywhere 


ife Second Fiddle 


tm Desktop 
7 ^ Applications 
tt Jseff 

Documents 
|j| Movies 
& Music 
O Pictures 
p| Utilities 


EyeTV 

pl Final Cut E...ss Support 
P Final Cut P...m Support 
pl GarageBand 
0 iChatBetaReverter.pkg 
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pf Ircle 
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m LiveType 
m Logic Audio 
m Macaroni 

r 


o 


Apple Loops 
pf Apple Loops Index 
P Instrument Library 



[ij Search Ind... BAB3B6.txt 
U) Search Ind ...BAB3B6.txt 
I® Search Ind...BAB3B6.txt 


3 of 3 selected, 28.22 GB available 
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Lighting the way. The handy MIDI indicator A flickers blue whenever 
GarageBand is receiving note data. 

Step 1 . Make sure that you’re working with a blue Real 
Instrument track. If a green Software Instrument track is selected, 
GarageBand ignores your microphone or instrument. 

Step 2. Make sure that you haven’t muted this track or soloed 
another one. (The speaker icon in your track’s header should be 
blue, but no other instrument’s headphones icon should be lit 
up.) While you’re at it, make sure the track’s volume slider isn’t 
set to zero. 

Step 3. GarageBand may be set up to listen to the wrong channel. 
Double-click on the track header and examine the Input pop-up 
menu and Format (Mono/Stereo) settings. 

Step 4. If you’re using a mixer or an audio interface, make sure 
that its volume is turned all the way down. 

Step 5. Check whether you’re hearing any sound from the instru¬ 
ment. If it’s electric, make sure that it’s turned on, with the 
volume turned up. Also make sure all the connections are good 
— especially if you’ve incorporated plug adapters into the mix. 
Step 6. If you’re using a Griffin iMic adapter, make sure that 
you’ve connected the mic or instrument to the iMic’s input jack 
(the one with a microphone symbol). Also be sure to switch the 
iMic’s selector toward the microphone symbol. Open 
GarageBand’s Audio/MIDI preferences and choose iMic USB 
Audio System from the Audio Input pop-up menu. 

No sound from a MIDI instrument. Having trouble 
getting GarageBand to hear an external MIDI instrument, such 
as a keyboard controller or a MIDI guitar? If so, your MIDI status 
light can help you identify the culprit (see the screenshot 
“Lighting the way”). 

Status light doesn’t respond. If the MIDI status light doesn’t 
flicker when you play, MIDI information may not be reaching 
GarageBand. Make sure that the instrument is turned on and 
connected to the Mac. 

If a MIDI interface box is involved, double-check your 
connections. It’s very easy to get the MIDI In and MIDI Out 
cables confused. 

Open GarageBand’s Audio/MIDI preferences. The MIDI Status 
line should read “1 MIDI Input(s) Detected” (or however many 
instruments you have connected). If it doesn’t, your MIDI inter¬ 
face may require its own driver software. Visit the manufacturer’s 
web site to seek out an OS X-compatible driver. 

Status light does respond. If the indicator does flicker on and 
off, then everything is correctly hooked up. In that case, make 
sure that you’ve selected a green Software Instrument track. Also 
check that you haven’t muted this track or soloed another one. 

If you still encounter the problem, go to Window: Keyboard to 
open the on-screen keyboard. Click on a few keys to ensure that 


the selected track has a working instrument selected. You might 
also try double-clicking on the track header to open the Track 
Info dialog box. You should have an instrument and effects preset 
active in the top two lists. In the Details panel, try turning off 
your effects one by one until you find the problem. (It’s possible 
to fiddle with the effects so much that no sound emerges.) 

Finally, check whether you, in fact, have any Software 
Instruments available. Double-click on a track header to see if 
anything is in the list. If you or somebody else has been doing 
some naughty playing in the Library: Application Support: 
GarageBand folder, the files may be so dismantled that you need 
to reinstall GarageBand to get it going again. 

No sound from external speakers. Ordinarily, 

GarageBand plays back sounds through your Mac’s audio circuitry 
— either through your Mac’s built-in speakers or through speakers 
connected to its headphone jack. What if you’ve bought fancy 
USB speakers though? Or what if you’ve connected an audio inter¬ 
face box that’s hooked up to its own sound system? In those cases, 
you’ll need to adjust your audio options. Open GarageBand’s 
Audio/MIDI preferences. Click on the Audio Input Driver pop-up 
menu to select the name of your external speakers or interface 
box. If you don’t see it listed, you may need to install the appro¬ 
priate driver - this usually comes with the speakers or audio box. 

Panned tracks still play in both speakers, in 

GarageBand, you can use the Pan knob to place a certain track’s 
instrument all the way to the left or right side of the stereo field. 
If you do this but still hear the darned thing coming out of both 
speakers, there are two possible explanations. 

The likeliest culprit is an Echo or Reverb effect that you’ve 
applied to that track. When you select these options for an 
individual track, you’re not really applying a different echo or 
reverb to the track. Instead, you’re telling GarageBand how 
much of the master track’s echo and reverb to apply. As a 
result, you’ll hear your fully panned track reverberating 
through both speakers, courtesy of the master echo or reverb. 
The solution, then, is to turn off the panned track’s Echo and/or 
Reverb effect. Double-click on its track header, and deselect 
the corresponding options. 

This problem can also occur if you’ve used the Compressor 
effect. Turning on Compressor for the master track forces all tracks 
to play in both the left and the right channels. To solve the 
problem, turn off the master track’s Compressor effect. (Turning off 
Compressor for an individual track won’t make a difference.) 

By the book. This article is an excerpt from GarageBand: The 
Missing Manual, by David Pogue (2004; reprinted by permission of 
O’Reilly Media). 
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How to. 


By Christopher Breen, Adam C. Engst, and Ted Landau. 


Become the master of your Mac 



Cool geek tricks 


Hot Links 

www.barebones.com 

TextWrangler and BBEdit 

personalpages.tds.net/~brian_hill/ 

Pseudo 

www.pygmysoftware.com/7icar-info 

iCAR 

www.scriptsoftware.com 

iKey 


G EEKS are the magicians of the Mac community. Like 
Houdini, we use our knowledge to get out of bad situa¬ 
tions. Like David Copperfield, we use sleight of hand to 
dazzle the uninformed. With these three tricks, you can conjure 
up some magic of your own in the New Year. 

Resurrect lost print jobs. You printed something weeks 
ago - perhaps an airline-ticket receipt. Now you want to print it 
again, but you didn’t save a copy of the web page and can’t find 
the information on the airline’s site. What to do? Reprint it from 
your automatically saved backup of every document you’ve ever 
printed, of course. 

The first thing you need to know is that a piece of Unix software 
called CUPS (Common Unix Printing System) controls printing 
in OS X. CUPS includes an option that lets you save and reprint 
previously printed documents (print jobs). Here’s how: 

Edit the CUPS file. To enable the option, you have to access and 
edit a file named cupsd.conf (save a copy of the original). Select 
the Go To Folder command from the Finder’s File menu and type 
/etc/ cups. Locate the cupsd.conf file. 

If you have Bare Bones Software’s TextWrangler or BBEdit (see 
“Hot links”), you can open the file by dragging it to the applica¬ 
tion icon. If you’re using TextEdit, get Brian R. Hill’s utility Pseudo 
(see “Hot links”) and drag the TextEdit icon to its icon. This opens 
TextEdit with root access, which you need in order to save the 
edited file. (BBEdit and TextWrangler have this ability built in.) 

Next, locate the part of the document that says 
#PreserveJobFiles No. 

Change No to Yes and delete the hash symbol (#) at the start of 
this line. This tells the CUPS software to save print jobs and to 
treat the line as an active instruction rather than as a comment to 
be ignored. 


Now locate #MaxJobs 500. 

Change the line so it reads MaxJobs 50. (Again, you are deleting 
the hash symbol.) You don’t have to reduce the number, but your 
hard drive will thank you. Finally, save these changes. If you opened 
TextEdit using Pseudo, the document should save directly. If you’re 
using BBEdit or TextWrangler, OS X will ask for your password. 
Find a saved job. Your next step is to figure out how to locate 
and reprint a specific saved job. To access the web-based interface 
for the CUPS printing software, launch Safari (or your preferred 
browser) and type http: //localhost: 631 in the address field. 
Select do administration tasks. If you’re using OS X 10.3.4 or 
later, a sheet will drop down asking you to fill in your name and 
password. Do so and click on the Log In button. You now have 
administrative access to the CUPS software. 

Click on the Manage Jobs button. In the screen that appears, click 
on the Show Completed Jobs button. To see your most-recent 
print jobs, scroll to the bottom of the window that appears. To 
reprint a job, click on the Restart Job button next to its name (see 
the screenshot “Print. . . again”). 

Password hassles. If after you click on the Restart Job button, 
CUPS rejects your correct password, you may be mired in a 
Panther problem. Panther uses a new form of password encryp¬ 
tion that CUPS can’t decrypt. That’s a problem if you created a 
brand-new user account in Panther and you’re running OS X 
10.3.4 or later. 

Apple intends to fix this; in the meantime, you can delete the 
section of the cupsd.conf file that requires the password. Your 
Mac will be less secure, but you’ll be able to use the feature. 
Locate the following lines near the end of the cupsd file: 

Print... again. Once you’ve modified your cupsd.conf file, you can click 
on Restart Job to reprint a document even if you’ve since lost or deleted 
the original file. 
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<Limit GET> 

AuthType Basic 
AuthClass System 
</Limit> 

Delete these four lines, or add a hash symbol before each one to 
make them inactive. • TL 

Prevent server-log wipeout. Eveiy week, your web server 
kicks out a log file that you want to download with Interarchy 
and process with your log-analysis program. This sounds simple 
enough - but there’s a glitch. By default, Interarchy uses file¬ 
name extensions to decide how to download files. Your logs use 
the .log extension; therefore, Interarchy doesn’t recognise them 
as text files. What’s a webmaster to do? 

From an Interarchy file listing, select one of your log files and 
choose Listing: Get Info. In the Get Info window, choose BBEdit 
or your favourite text editor from the Application pop-up menus 
for Open, View, and Edit (in case you want to view or edit the 
file). Then choose Text from the Encoding pop-up menu, choose 
your log-analysis program from the Post Process Application pop¬ 
up menu, and close the Get Info window. Now Interarchy will 
download all your log files as BBEdit text files and process them 
automatically in your log-analysis program. • ACE 

Put iChat On autopilot. A friend of mine who recently began 
working from home told me he was terrified to step away from 
the computer in case the boss sent a message via iChat. I said 
bathroom breaks were acceptable. “Well,” he began with some 
hesitation, “what if I need to take the dog to the beach?” 

Obviously, he needed an iChat autoresponder that could identify 
a chat initiated by the boss and type a series of responses. Here’s 
how to whip one up using Pygmy Software’s free iCAR utility (see 
“Hot links”), an iChat plug-in for creating autoresponses, and Script 
Software’s iKey (see “Hot links”), a very cool macro utility. 

It works this way: in iChat you must click on a chat window to make 
it active. iCAR performs this service for you, but it also does some¬ 
thing once it activates that window - it sends a message or trig¬ 
gers an AppleScript. If it sends a message, it reveals to your 
correspondent that it’s autoresponding. Instead, you can set it to 
trigger an AppleScript - but you leave the AppleScript field empty. 
This generates an inconsequential error message that doesn’t appear. 
Then iKey steps in and types your phoney response. 

The setup. To access iCAR’s settings, install it and then open 
iChat. Choose iChat: Preferences, and click on the Auto-Reply tab. 
Set it to autoreply when your status is Available, Away, and Idle. 
Under Timing, choose Reply To Every Message. To keep iCAR 
from revealing that you’re autoresponding, switch off the Message 
Prefix option at the bottom of the window, which by default types 
Auto-reply:. Under Source, select AppleScript and leave the selec¬ 
tion field blank. 

Next turn to iKey to create the sequence of responses. First 
select Shortcut: New Set: Select An Application and navigate to 
iChat. When you find it, click on Select. Choose Shortcuts: New 
Sequence. In the Shortcut: Sequence window, enable the 
Programmed option and choose After Activate from its pop-up 
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Hey Penny, do you have those 
Post-It note requisition forms I 
asked you for last week? 

Hang on a sec, I'm on the 
phone... 

OK, but make it snappy! 

•- - --- 

Sorry, I'm still on the phoneZP) 

OK 


I'm really sorry, this is going to 
go on for a while. I'll get back to 
you as soon as I can. 


& 


Bye! 


A 


Fool the boss. The boss won’t wise up to those 45-minute coffee breaks 
you’re taking if you have a customised iChat auto-responder in place. Of 
course, you could use this technology for good instead of evil. If you can 
think of any non-evil applications, please send them to 
matthew.powell@niche.com.au 


menu. In the same window, select Defined from the Repeat pop¬ 
up menu and enter 10 in the Number Of Times field. 

Now click on the Sequence tab and select Shortcuts: Utility: 
Wait Front Window With Title. In the window that appears, click 
on the Utility tab, choose Wait Window Title Contains from the 
Action pop-up menu, and enter your boss’s iChat handle (what¬ 
ever appears in the title bar when you two chat) in the 
Title/String In Title field. This tells iKey to wait until your boss 
initiates a chat. 

In the same window, choose Shortcuts: Utility: Make A Pause, 
click on the Utility tab in the resulting window, and enter 8.0 in 
the Delay field. This tells iKey to pause in a natural manner before 
issuing its first response. 

Next, choose Shortcuts: Keyboard: Type Text. Click on the 
Keyboard tab in the resulting window and type Hang on a sec, 
I'm on the phone . . . (a busy but casual response). Choose 
Shortcuts: Keyboard: Type/ Press/ Release Keys. Click on the 
Keyboard tab, click on the Key field, and press the Mac’s return 
key. This sends the response to the boss. 

I’ve set up a number of responses in this way, with longer 
pauses between each one (see the screenshot “Fool the boss”). A 
quick way to do this is to simply copy, paste, and customise the 
steps you composed earlier. Finally, tell iKey to type Bye! to end 
it. Create a 4-second pause. And for some final insurance, use the 
Type/Press/Release Keys shortcut to type 3€-W and end the chat 
before your boss can ask questions. When you’re done with the 
sequence, click on OK. 

The caveats. Before you leave your Mac, make iChat the active 
application. iKey may not see the chat window if it’s running in 
the background. If your boss logs out of the chat before the 
sequence is complete, he or she is going to be suspicious when 
you continue to send updates about how your call is going. And 
if your boss tries to contact you later in the day and is greeted 
with the same scheme, you’re so busted. • CB 
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By Sean McNamara. 


Helpfolder 

We answer 
our readers' 
questions 


You have mail (somewhere) 



Each month Channelworx (1300 
883 882) gives a copy of Dantz 
Retrospect Desktop (valued at 
$259) to the Australian Macworld 
reader who submits the most 
intriguing Help folder query. 

Retrospect Desktop is the #1 
home and small office backup 
software for Macintosh. Don’t rely 
on manual drag-and-drop to 
protect your data — it misses 
important files, is performed 
sporadically at best, and cannot 
restore older or deleted files. 
Retrospect allows you to easily set 
up complete, scheduled backups 
of three networked Macintosh, 
Windows, or Red Hat Linux 
desktop and notebook computers. 
Client licenses are available to 
protect additional computers. The 
product CD contains both 
Retrospect 6.0 for backing up to 
Mac OS X (10.1.5 though 10.3 
“Panther”) and Retrospect 5.1 for 
backing up to Mac OS 9. 

Send your query to 
matthew.powell@niche.com.au 
for consideration for Help folder. 
Include your full mailing 
address to be eligible to win 
Retrospect Desktop. 

All queries and solutions are the 
sole property of Niche Media. > 

■ Sean McNamara is a Sydney- 
based consultant trading as 
MacAssist. 


© 

Hot Unks 

www.channelworx.com.au 

Query of the month sponsor 

www.microsoft.com/mac 

Tip of the month sponsor 

discussions.info.apple.com 

Apple discussion boards 

www.fixamac.net/software 

Fix a Mac 


■ I have a network of three 
computers. I generally check 
my e-mail on my main 
computer using Entourage but 
there are occasions when it 
would be more convenient to 
check my mail using one of 
the other computers (such 
times when the computer is 
occupied by other members of 
the family). At the same time I 
would like to have access to all 
the other saved e-mails from 
previous sessions. Is there a 
way of having access to the 
same “Main Identity” files from 
different computers? 

With a set-up like this, I 
believe that I can only access 
my e-mail from one computer 
at a time but that is no 
problem. One of the 
computers is set-up as a web 
server and is turned on all the 
time — can this help? I have 
not investigated the IMAP 
protocol. I’m using both 
Entourage 2001 and X. 

Per Hansen 
Port Melbourne, VIC 

There are potential solutions, 

Per, but I’m not sure they’re 
going to work for you, as there 
are always limitations that 
severely hamper usability in one 
way or the other. 

The first solution is to use 
IMAP at your service provider — 
this has the advantage of 
working with all versions of 
Entourage (and other e-mail 
programs), and extends beyond 
just your network. The main 
limitation with this is that most 
providers have fairly restrictive 
mailbox size limits which means 
you can only have a certain 
amount of e-mail in your 
mailboxes at any one time. Other 
limitations are covered in the 
third method below. 

The second solution is to have 
aliases to the other machine’s 
Main Identity folder in your 
Identities folder (you may want to 



change the identity’s name 
before making the aliases) — as 
you say, each identity can only 
be accessed by one computer at 
a time, but there are other 
limitations which may make this 
unworkable for you. The first is 
that you’ll have to be using the 
same version of Entourage on all 
the computers. The second is 
that this generally seems to 
make Office work slowly while an 
identity from another computer is 
being used — customers of 
mine who have tried this method 
have found it is unworkably slow. 

The third solution is to use 
your web-server as a mail server 
as well — it picks up the mail 
from your accounts then serves 
it via IMAP to your local 
computers. You won’t have the 
mailbox limits which would be 
imposed by a provider’s IMAP 
service, and it’ll be faster than a 
shared identity folder. 

There are several 
disadvantages of this method. 
You’ll need to download, install 
and setup IMAP server software, 
which may mean compiling and 
configuring it from the Unix 
command line — not something 
to be done every day. You’ll 
need to configure a method to 
get the server to pickup the mail 
and deposit it in the appropriate 
file locations — a command line 
tool included in Mac OS X, 
fetchmail, can do this, but it is 
also configured from the 
command line. Changing over 
from POP to IMAP will establish 
a second set of mailboxes in 
Entourage — moving messages 
from one set of folders to the 
other results in lost status 
(whether the message has been 
read or replied to, for example), 
so your existing mail will still be 
split between machines as it 
currently is. 

I’d be happy to hear if any 
other readers have a setup for 
sharing Entourage e-mail that 
they’re happy with. 
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■ I have an eMac, sometimes 
hooked up to a Hewlett- 
Packard and sometimes to a 
Canon printer, running Mac OS 
X vl 0.3 and current versions of 
all my software. 

Mostly it all works fine, but I 
have an ongoing printing 
problem. When I try to print 
any document from Safari, 

Mail, iPhoto or Preview, they 
print only a tiny image in the 
lower left of the page — and 
they all print exactly the same 
size as each other. Try printing 
at 500 percent to compensate, 
and Safari and Mail print the 
top left corner of the image, 
full size, in the same spot they 
printed the whole image. 

When I try to print any 
document from Acrobat Reader, 
it prints a tiny image in the 
middle of the page — exactly 
the same size as the other four 
problem programs. Try printing 
at 500 percent to compensate, 
though, and it prints the whole 
thing approximately full size but 
with the blobby illegibility of a 
low-res image that’s been 
blown up. 

Appleworks, Word, Sibelius, 
TextEdit and Address Book 
documents are all fine on both 
printers. The applications that 
show a thumbnail image in the 
print dialog all show a 
correctly-scaled image. 

I re-installed the Canon 
printer driver (before I tried the 
HP printer) and it made no 
difference. 

All documents print perfectly 
with the same printers on a 
(sorry!) Windows machine. 

Any help would be much 
appreciated! 

Malcolm Tattersall 
Mundingburra , QLD 

I have seen this problem, 
Malcolm, and it’s also covered 
on the Apple Discussions 
boards (see “Hot links”). 

The generally agreed solution, 


however, is very simple, and one 
of the staples of computer 
troubleshooting: delete the 
preferences file/s. 

The specific preferences file/s 
you want to delete are any which 
start with “com.apple.print" in 
the Preferences folder in the 
Library folder in your Home 
folder (choose “Home” from the 
“Go” menu in the Finder) A. 
Delete them, and then go back 
into Printer Setup Utility (in the 
Utilities folder in the Applications 
folder — or click the Set Up 
Printers button in the Print & Fax 
System Preferences pane). 

If that still doesn’t work, you 
may want to check out the print 
software repair utilities 


available from Fixamac 
software (see “Hot links”) B. 
Their shareware utilities have 
got some of our customers out 
of seemingly impossible print 
situations — jobs that 
disappear, jobs which hang 
around and don’t print, 
incorrect printing... 

There are versions for different 
Mac OS X versions — make sure 
you read the instructions and 
warnings very carefully when 
using these utilities. While they 
provide many useful functions, 
they also get right down into the 
heart of Mac OS X’s printing 
system, and can therefore do 
some things the uninitiated 
might not want them to. 



■ I loved an old Bondi Blue 
iMac which died. I saved the 
HD and mounted it in an 
external FireWire enclosure. I 
have had it connected to my 
iBook for some time and it has 
worked flawlessly. 

Recently however, it has 
refused to mount on the 
desktop. I am using Jaguar 
10.2.8. I have tried every 
combination of starting and 
restarting, turning either the 
computer on first or the drive, 
but it usually takes about four 
or five restarts before the disk 
comes up and is usable. 

What could the problem be 
with this? 

Is there a specific order for 
connecting and starting external 
FireWire drives? Should it be 
started before the computer is 
turned on or after log in? 

This problem is perplexing. I 
have used DiskWarrior on both 
the computer and the four 
partitions of the FireWire drive 
and fixed every conceivable 
problem, but it still won’t 
mount consistently. Any hints 
would be gratefully accepted. 
Patrick Curry 
Newtown, NSW 

We used to talk of SCSI voodoo, 
and then USB and FireWire 
came along and was supposed 
to clear up this rubbish. Alas, 
both USB and FireWire seem to 
have their own voodoos, and it 
looks like you may have come 
up against some FireWire 
voodoo, Patrick. 

Can you check the drive on 
another Mac? Can you check 
another drive on your Mac? 

Can you reformat the drive 
(after getting the data off) and 
see if that improves things? 
Does the drive appear in Apple 
System Profiler when it’s not 
appearing on the Desktop, or is 
it invisible there, too? These are 
the first things I would check in 
your situation. 
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Forced switch 


Outlook to Entourage 



■ I spilt a glass of wine on my 
Sony Vaio PCG-SR17 running 
Windows Me and as a reward 
have a new PowerBook G4. 
The Vaio is dead, but luckily 
my important files were 
backed up on a Taiwanese 
20GB USB external hard drive 
(2.5 i-Buddie by Desknote with 
notebook HD). I want to 
transfer these files to my nice 
new PowerBook. 

Unfortunately, my 
PowerBook won’t recognise 
this drive, and the drive’s 
guide confirms that it only 
supports Windows. Is there a 
workaround to get the 
PowerBook to recognise this 
drive? Is there another way to 

Strangely familiar 



■ I installed some software a 
few months ago, DejaVu, and 
had to uninstall due to 
problems I was having. I did 
this by following the 
instructions on the company 
web site — I removed 
/Library/PreferencePanes/Deja 
Vu.prefPane, 
/Library/Application 
Support/Deja Vu and 
Home/Library/Preferences/com 
.propaganda.DejaVuPref.plist. 

I have now reinstalled the 
latest version but it is picking 
up settings from the previously 
uninstalled version. I have 
done a search and removed 
everything I can find to do with 
the program however when I 
install it again it is still picking 
up settings from somewhere. 

I’m sure this happens in 
other programs so my 


get the data to my Mac? This 
must be a common problem, 
but I can’t see a solution on 
the internet. 

Tools at my disposal are a 
work PC running Windows 
2000 (no FireWire port), the 
internet, and a USB cable. 

Once the data was 
transferred, would I be able to 
reformat the HD and use it to 
backup files? 

A second problem: if I 
salvage the hard disk drive 
from the ruined Vaio, how 
would I go about trying to 
recover the data on it? 

Paul Sadleir 
Geelong, VIC 

Well, that’s one way to initiate a 
Switch, Paul — maybe not one 
I’d generally recommend, 
though! There are a couple of 
paths you can take, each with its 
own advantages. 

First, you could hook the drive 
up to the work PC, then connect 
the PowerBook to the work 
network (or directly to the PC — 


question is this, is it possible 
to get rid of all traces of a 
program so you can do a truly 
clean install? 

Brendan Roome 
Pelican Waters, QLD 

With apologies to Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, we could say of 
applications: “How do I remove 
thee? Let me count the ways”. 
There are almost as many ways 
to remove applications as there 
are applications themselves. 

Some applications’ installers 
have a remove option. Some 
Unix-based OS X applications 
have packages or AppleScripts 
which remove the application’s 
files. Some require manual 
intervention. Some just need to 
be deleted from the Applications 
folder. Some may even require 
offerings to be made to the 
appropriate deities — no, wait, 
that’s to get some SCSI devices 
working (and some USB devices 
these days). There is no generic 
procedure I can give you to 
remove applications — it will 
depend on the application itself. 

With the manual intervention 
required for Deja Vu, it seems 
like you have deleted all the 


you won’t need a crossover 
Ethernet cable as the 
PowerBooks can auto-crossover 
internally), then log in to the PC 
from the Mac (or vice versa) and 
drag and drop the files across. 
This has the advantage of not 
needing to make any purchases, 
but has the hassle of setting up 
networking and file sharing to 
get the data across — and you 
still won’t be able to use the 
drive on the Mac. 

Probably a much better 
solution is to buy an external 
FireWire/USB case which works 
with Macs and PCs — you 
should be able to pick one up 
from your local Mac store for just 
over $100. A FireWire 
400/FireWire 800/USB 2.0 
enclosure should be a little 
under $200. 

You can then put the bare 
drive into this case, and plug it 
into your Mac and just drag and 
drop the data. You could also 
salvage the drive from your Vaio 
and put it into the same case to 
recover that data. 


appropriate files, Brendan, but 
there are some other tricks to 
use to track down what may be 
the offending file/s. The 
preferences may be in the 
/Library/Preferences folder — 
that’s the Library folder at the 
root level of your HD, not the one 
in your Home folder, so look in 
there for anything appropriate. 
Then do a search on the HD for 
anything with “deja vu” or 
“dejavu” and delete them. Next, 
do a search for “propaganda” 
on your HD, and delete anything 
which comes up for that as well. 

If the preferences are still 
there, see if you can change 
them — take note of the time 
you changed them and closed 
off Deja Vu, then do a find for 
files modified today A. Look for 
files modified around the time 
you changed the preferences or 
closed Deja Vu, and if they seem 
likely candidates, delete them. 



Microsoft 

Reader tip 

■ I just read the “E-mail 
survival guide” (AMW 
10.2004) and wanted to tell 
you of the nifty way that I got 
my e-mail from Outlook 
Express for Windows to 
Microsoft Entourage. 

On the PC, I simply 
selected all the messages in 
a mail folder, and dragged 
them to a Windows Explorer 
folder (into the file system). 
This created a .eml file for 
each e-mail message. I then 
zipped up the files and 
transferred the archive to my 
PowerBook (I had to change 
a couple of file names out of 
hundreds of messages). 

After uncompressing the 
zip file, I dragged the .eml 
files from the Finder into 
Entourage. I could have also 
dragged them into Apple 
Mail, but I had decided to 
use Entourage. 

Although I had to do each 
mail folder separately, I was 
very happy with the results 
(and I didn’t need to buy any 
extra utilities for this once- 
off task). 

Troy Phillips 
Tuart Hill WA 



Each 
month, 

Microsoft gives 
a free Notebook 
Mouse valued at $70 
Australian Macworld 
who submits the best tip. 
Sized for mobility and 
designed to be noticed, 
Microsoft Notebook Optical 
Mouse offers great comfort 
for either hand and is always 
good to go. E-mail your tip, 
together with your name, 
address and phone number, 
to matthew.powell@niche. 
com.au. All reader tips 
published become the sole 
property of Niche Media. 
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NEW 


Intego Personal Antispam X3 

The ultimate tool to fight spam 

Experts say that in 2005, 80% of e-mail sent around the world will be spam. 
To fight this scourge of the Internet, Intego introduces Personal Antispam X3: 
the first intelligent program for eliminating unwanted e-mail from your in-box. 
Works with Apple Mail or Microsoft Entourage. 

*> Doesn't slow down your Mac c Keeps your in-box spam-free c Learns from the spam you receive 


MacMerc SVM as; MACLFE 


j Intego 


j NetBarrier X3 


mL 


The first Internet security solution 
I for Mac. including firewall, filter. 

3 antivandal, privacy and monitoring 
features. 


pcmni $ 


Mac Fan 



Intego 

VirusBarrier X 

The ultimate antivirus solution 
for your Macintosh. 

Eliminates all known viruses. 
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& Intego 

. •' j ContentBarrier X 

Protects your family from the 
dangers of the Internet so your 
« children can surf in peace. 




Intego 

Personal Backup X3 

Provides a full range of backup, 
restoration, synchronisation, 
and cloning functions. 


wiir ES p®! 


Intego 

ChatBarrier X3 

Encrypts iChat instant 
messaging sessions with 
unbreakable encryption. 


NEW 


Intego 

WiFi Locator 

j Find your wireless 
j network anywhere! 


NEW 


Single-user, multi-user, and site-license versions available. Please contact our sales office. 



www.intego.com 


> 


Intego • 500 North Capital of Texas Hway, Suite 8-150 - Austin, TX 78746, USA • Tel (512) 637-0700 • sales@intego.com 


j intego 

we protect your world 


h. Mac. the Mac logo and Apple Mail 
cr. the ChatBarrier logo, logo and vre 
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Read me. 


Reviews of the latest computer books. 



Net value 


How to do Everything with eBay is for anyone interested 
in joining this fascinating online marketplace or for those who have 
dabbled and want to do it better. 

Part one explains how eBay works, how to navigate your way 
around the web site and how to become a registered user. There’s 
also some basic stuff on auctions and making your first purchase 
as well as eBay features beyond buying and selling. 

Part two takes you into more sophisticated areas like building your 
positive feedback rating, checking other members’ feedback, plan¬ 
ning bidding strategies, and dealing with trouble. Part three shows 
you the best ways to present your items for sale, how to attract bids, 
how to manage payment efficiently and 
how to deliver items on time and in 
good condition. 

Part four looks at a range of advanced 
techniques that can take you all the way 
up to a full-time business. 

There are "how-to” boxes that focus 
on essential key points and "did you 
know” boxes that provide a deeper 
understanding of basic concepts. 

If you already have the intention of 
doing business on eBay this book could 
well pay for itself. If you’re not yet ready 
to take the plunge it will give you a pretty 
complete picture of what’s involved. 


Title How to Do 

Everything with 
eBay 

Author Greg Holden 
Publisher Osborne 
ISBN 
RRP 


Hot Links 

www.ebay.com.au 

Online auctions 

www.google.com.au 

Find it all 


truest sense of the word". The book is not just for those who search — 
if you’re a web designer Busby also shows you how to get your web 
page in the top 30 or 40 results returned by search engines. 

The book opens with a detailed summary of how the different search 
engines actually work and where Google sits among them. This is 
followed by a summary of the complete range of services that Google 
offers, many of which most casual users would be unaware of. Then 
it’s down to using Google — setting preferences, learning basic and 
advanced search techniques, searching for images and using the 
Google toolbar. If you’re a serious Google user, the time and money 
you might save by applying the techniques in Learn Google could 
make it well worth the effort. 



Title eBay Quick Steps 

Author Carole Matthews 

& John Cronan 
Publisher Osborne 
ISBN 0072255064 

RRP $24.95 


Title 


eBay Quicksteps takes a more 
learner-centred approach to eBay. 

Attractively laid out in full colour, the 
Quicksteps series provides simple 
answers to a number of basic tasks 
predicated on the question “How do I ?” 

The first four chapters will have you 
registered, familiar with the eBay web 
site, researching to buy or sell, practising buying strategies and 
making a purchase. Then see how to list items for sale, using digital 
technologies to present quality images of your offerings. The next 
section closes the deal right through to shipping to the customer 
and shows how to protect yourself against fraudulent behaviour. The 
last chapter is full of tips to help you make eBay your business. 

If you prefer a task-based approach then eBay Quicksteps could 
be the way for you to go. 

Leam Google offers itself as a solution to the frustration most people 
feel searching for information on the internet. Author Michael Busby aims 
to give readers this power by providing “a route map that leads you to 
your search objectives, making access to information easy for you in the 


Keep your Kids 
Safe on the 
Internet 

Simon Johnson 
Publisher Osborne 
ISBN 0072257415 
RRP $34.95 


Author 



Title Learn Google 
Author Michael Busby 

Publisher Wordware Keep your Kids Safe on the 

RRP $ 49 6 95 20383 Internet by Australian children’s 

internet safety expert Simon Johnson is 
mainly aimed at parents with little or no 
knowledge of computers or the internet. 
Johnson’s opening words set the para¬ 
meters of his book: "I didn’t write this 
book ... to persuade you not let your 
child use the internet. The internet bene¬ 
fits your child too much to warrant being 
banned. I wrote this book to arm you with 
the knowledge and tools you can use to 
ensure ... that your child has a positive 
internet experience while being protected 
from the internet’s dangers.” Hence the 
book mainly deals with what Johnson 
sees as the two main dangers to children 
— paedophiles and pornography. 

A brief primer on how the internet 
works is followed by catalogue of 
threats to children and some basic tech¬ 
niques to avoid or reduce these. The 
second part of the book deals with software solutions — content 
filtering, e-mail filtering, firewalls, anti-virus software and defensive 
techniques. These chapters include detailed assessments of the 
most effective programs. 

An appendix lists a number of common spyware and adware 
programs which often get installed on your computer when you click 
“I accept” to acknowledge a licensing agreement. Without being 
alarmist, Keep your Kids Safe on the Internet offers practical advice 
to concerned parents who want their children to enjoy in safety all 
the advantages the internet has to offer. ^ 

Keith has been a Mac addict since 1984 and still can’t fathom 
why there is anyone who isn’t. 
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Introducing the 




enrtzKt 


Innovative, Versatile, Instant 
Measuring at a tiny 13cm x 8.8cm high 


home theater, music jukebox, 

* : j 


digital photo album, and storage. 


play 

movies, music and photos directly on yourTV. 

store 

thousands of photos, songs and movies. 

backup 


your files, doubles as a storage device. 


The Mvisto is a versatile multimedia storage device and player, allowing you to enjoy your personal movies, music, and photos wherever you go. 
Connect it to any TV and watch your films in HDTV quality video with Dolby Digital or DTS quality audio! Add new content and data via high speed 
USB 2.o connection from your PC or Mac. True plug and play functionality assures quick and easy installation. Available Dec 2004. 

For more information and to locate your nearest reseller: 


visit www.siliconmemory.com.au 


ilicon Memory Technologies 


T I 9417 7822 FI 9417 7844 


UNIT 9, 28 SMITH STREET CHATSWOOD NSW 2067 


All trademarks, brand names and product names are property of their respective owners. E. & 0. E. 









Need a file? Disc Stakka delivers the right disc in seconds! 

The Imation Disc Stakka is an automated carousel that stores, protects and 
manages your CDs and DVDs and their content. Each carousel holds 100 discs, 
and you can stack them 5 high to create a tower that holds up to 500 discs. 
This tower links to your computer via a single USB connection, and the bundled 
OpdiTracker software lets you find and eject discs in seconds. You can search 
for discs and files by name, keyword or description, or browse the OpdiTracker 
database to view your Disc Stakka content “virtually online". 

At RRP $199, Disc Stakka is the affordable and efficient way to manage your 
CD and DVD library. 

Find out more at www.imation.com.au/mac.htm or call 1800 225 013 today. 


So ut on 


Problem? 


FIND DISCS IN SECONDS 

IMATION DISC STAKKA-THE FUTURE OF CD AND DVD CONTENT MANAGEMENT 
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AMW Labs: FireWire 800 
external hard drives 

It's all good 

E Labs tested seven different FireWire 800 add-on 
drives this month and there are no duds here. With 
most products we review, there’s usually one you’d like 
to keep, but this time we’d like to keep them all. You can never 
have too much disk space. 

Some are ever so slightly faster than the others, but they are 
also larger and more expensive. The only “slow” drive was the 
tiny DaisyCutter 60GB unit, which uses a 2.5" laptop hard drive 
housed in a box about the size of the old style gentleman’s ciga¬ 
rette case. Even this drive was almost as quick as the internal 
ATAPI drive on our Macintosh G4 test platform. 

The rest of the FireWire 800 (FW800) drives were 50 percent 
faster than the internal ATAPI. Of course, newer G5 Macs have 
the same faster drives inside them as the ones inside these 
external cases, and you can upgrade your internal drive on older 
Macs to the newer faster ATAPI drives. The latest G5 Macs have 
serial-ATA (SATA) drives, which can go even faster. 

The tests. We tested two of the drives using standard FireWire, 
now known as FireWire 400 (FW400), and found the speed 
reduced to the same speed as the internal ATAPI drive. In other 
words, the FW400 interface was the limiting factor, which is why 
you need to run these drives on FW800 if you want maximum 
throughput. If you have an older Mac without FW800, you need 
to buy a PCI card - otherwise you’d be better off putting a faster 
drive inside your Mac. However, adding the PCI card is easy and 
cheap, and when you finally upgrade to a G5 you can move your 
external FW800 drive, and all its data, to your new Macintosh. 

We added a two-port FW800 PCI card to the G4 to run the tests 
on these fast drives. Ours cost $130 and needed no special drivers 
under Mac OS X 10.2.4 and above. It worked out of the box under 
Panther 10.3.5. A minor niggle with this board is that although it 
has two ports, you can’t use them both at once for external drives. 
You can, however, daisychain the drives from one to the other, 
and the second port on the card can be used for video cameras 
and iPods and the like without interfering with the drive chain. 

We also tested two of the drives on their USB 2.0 interface and 
found that the speed was cut by almost 75 percent, compared to 
FW800. This result wasn’t quite what we expected, since USB 2.0 
is claimed to be as quick as FW400, and it’s possible that our 
add-in USB 2.0 card isn’t up to scratch. Using a G5 Macintosh 
with built-in USB 2.0 might give better results. Either way, you 
still need FW800 for maximum benefit from these drives. 

The drives. Formac sent us two drives, both housed in large 
curvy silver-coloured plastic boxes, as is the way with most 
Formac products. The 250 XTR is a 250GB drive and has FW800 
and FW400 ports on the back, with an on/off switch and a socket 
for the external 12V power pack. The 350 XTR is identical, except 
for the increased capacity of 350GB. Unfortunately, neither drive 
has a second FW800 port to allow daisychaining to another drive. 


Outstanding 

Very good 

Good 

Flawed 

Unacceptable 

Dangerous 
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LaCie d2 EXTREME 500GB 
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Test drive. 



LaCie d2 EXTREME 250GB 

LaCie d2 EXTREME 500GB 

Formac Disk 250 XTR 

■ Type 

External FireWire 800 disk drive 



■ Rating 

m 

m 

m 

■ Pros 

Every interface you could need 

Acres of disk space, fast read times 

Provision for 2nd internal drive 

■ Cons 

Proprietary power supply 

Proprietary power supply 

No daisy chaining port 

■ Specs 

250GB, 7200rpm, 8ms, 8MB cache 

500GB, 7200rpm, 8ms, 8MB cache 

250GB, 7200rpm, 10ms, 2MB cache 

■ Ports 

FireWire, USB 2.0, FireWire 800 x 2 

FireWire 800 x 2 

FireWire, FireWire 800 

■ RRP 

$559 

$1044 

$539 

■ Manufacturer LaCie 


Formac 

■ Distributor 

LaCie Australia (02) 9669 6900 


Powermove Distribution 03 9499 2744 

■ Reviewer 

Ian Yates 



■ Hot links 

www.lacie.com.au 


www.powermove.com.au 


Both units have a red LED on the front to show they are switched 
on, and a green LED that flashes when there is data activity. An 
advantage with the Formac housings is that there is enough room 
inside them to add another 3.5" hard drive later, and the cables 
are already inside waiting for you should you decide to upgrade. 

LaCie also sent two drives, both housed in sleek silver brushed 
aluminium boxes, identical except for the length of the larger 
capacity drive. The LaCie d2 250GB drive is quite versatile, with 
USB 2.0, FW400 and FW800 ports on the back panel. The larger 
LaCie d2 Extreme 500GB drive has FW400 and FW800 ports, omit¬ 
ting the USB port of its smaller sibling. However, there wouldn’t 
be much point plugging this high-speed drive into a USB socket. 

Both drives have a socket for their external proprietary power 
packs, and a second FW800 port for daisychaining. The on/off 
switch is on the front, and glows blue when powered up and 
flashes when there is disk activity. These drives also come with a 
stand that allows vertical orientation, and a set of rubber feet if 
you prefer to lay them flat. 

The other drives were from the extensive stable of external 
cases produced by Taiwanese manufacturer Macpower, and each 
is designed for a different market segment. Our three samples 
came from Silicon Memory Technologies. 

The smallest of the pack is the tiny DaisyCutter 60GB drive, 
designed to be ultra-portable, and supplied with a padded leather- 
look vinyl slipcase. When connected to a FW800 cable the drive 
needs no external power supply. If you decide to plug it into a 
USB 2.0 port you‘11 need the optional power pack. The drive has 
an on/off switch and a second FW800 port on the rear panel and 
a tiny pair of green LEDs on the front to let you know it’s 
working. This drive was the only one that could write data faster 
than it could read. This anomaly is no doubt due to the huge 
16MB cache, which allows the drive to report that the write is 
complete before the data has actually hit the disk. 


The Macpower iceCUBE 250GB is a more normal-sized brushed 
aluminium box, with integral stand for vertical placement, which 
can be removed if you want to lie the unit flat. On the rear you’ll 
find two FW800 ports and a FW400 port, along with the on/off 
switch and the socket for the external power pack. Activity LEDs 
wink at you from behind the perforated front-grill. There is also 
a space for a USB 2.0 port on the rear, but on our drive there 
was only air behind the port, because this was a pre-production 
unit. The drive you buy in the shop should include a working 
USB 2.0 port. 

The final drive in the test was the relatively chunky Macpower 
Xpress 800 500GB drive. This imposing unit was the speed leader 
in our tests and achieves its edge by housing two 250GB drives 
internally and striping them together for slightly faster read 
access. This technique doesn’t help when writing data to the drive, 
so its scores were the same as the other drives in that regard. This 
drive makes no allowance for slow interfaces and provides only 
a pair of FW800 ports on the rear panel, and a socket for the 
240V power cord. On the front there’s an on/off pushbutton and 
two LEDs to show power and activity status. 

None of these drives require you to find and load special 
drivers, or even provide your own cables. They all come out of the 
box ready to use with eveiything you need. Manuals are provided 
on CD for the Formac and LaCie drives, though we can’t see that 
you’d be likely to need to refer to them. The Macpower drives 
come with small printed manuals that tell you more than you 
need to know. The LaCie drives included copies of Sliverlining 
disk management and SilverKeeper backup software. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. We d be happy 

to have any of the six regular-sized units parked next to our 
Macintosh, and would definitely find a use for the pocket-sized 
DaisyCutter when out and about on support calls. ESjt 
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Formac Disk 320 XTR 

DaisyCutter 60 

iceCUBE Gen II 250 

Xpress 800 Dual Drive 


m 


m 


Provision for 2nd internal drive 

Extremely portable, lightweight 

Every interface you could need 

Acres of disk space, fast read times 

No daisy chaining port 

Slower than other drives 

A bit industrial looking 

Dual drive design takes up more space 

320GB, 7200rpm, 10ms, 2MB cache 

60GB, 5400rpm, 10ms, 16MB cache 

250GB, 7200rpm, 8ms, 8MB cache 

250GB x 2, 7200rpm, 8ms, 8MB cache 

FireWire, FireWire 800 

FireWire 800 x 2, USB 2.0 

FireWire, FireWire 800 x 2, USB 2.0 

FireWire 800 x 2 

$649 

$415 

$495 

$899 


Macpower 

Macpower 

Macpower 

Silicon Memory 02 9417 7822 


www.siliconmemory.com.au 


Table: Raw speed 

Drive 

Read 

Write 

USB2 

15 ■—i 

15 — 

Daisycutter 60GB 



FW400 



ATAPI 80GB 



250GB iceCUBE 





LaCie 250GB 





Formac 250 XTR 





Formac 320 XTR 





LaCie 500GB 





500GB express 800 





Speeds in MB/Sec. Performance testing was done using Intech Software’s QuickBench disk drive benchmarking utility, and the table shows the average speeds to read and write 18 files 
sized between 2MB and 100MB, simulating the sort of data that gets moved around most Macs on a daily basis. The test Macintosh was an 867 MHz PowerPC G4 with 768MB RAM. Newer 
Macs may get better performance from all these drives. 
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infinite gift ideas 


Let us take the stress out of your last-minute Christmas shopping 


with these amazing specials on the hottest accessories for 2005 
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JtSL Creature Speakers 




For more gift 
ideas, see 
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range of iPod 
and iPod mini 
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Harman Sound Sticks 


www.infinitesystems.com.au n info@infinitesystems.com.au 






































































17-inch 1.6GHz 

17-inch 1.8GHz 

20-inch 1.8GHz 

■ Type 

Consumer destop computer 




■ Rating 

m 

m 



■ Pros 

Elegant design; big, wide-format screen; 
powerful CPU 

Elegant design; big, wide-format screen; 
powerful CPU; SuperDrive 

Elegant design; huge, wide-format screen; 
powerful CPU; large hard drive; SuperDrive 

■ Cons 

Insufficient standard RAM 

Insufficient standard RAM 

Insufficient standard RAM 

■ OSX 

Only 




■ RRP 

$2199 

$2499 


$3199 

■ Manufacturer Apple Computer 

■ Distributor 

Apple Australia 133 622 




■ Reviewer 

Henry Norr 


_ 



"Y\ 


■ Hot links 

www.apple.com.au/imac 





iMac G5s 1 

Consumer desktop strikes a new pose 

C ROSS an iPod and an eMac and what do you get? The 
iMac G5, the third generation of Apple’s trendsetting 
desktop design for the home and school. 

The latest iMacs are the slimmest and slickest models yet. But 
stylistically, they’re the most conservative. Gone are the bulging 
curves and florid colours that made the original design such a 
sensation; gone, too, are the igloo-shaped base and the amazing 
flexible neck of the first flat-panel version. 

This time around, Apple has gone minimalist. At first glance, 
the new machine doesn’t even seem to be a computer. It looks 
like just another flat-panel display, distinguished only by its 
snow-white plastic bezel. The drives and chips that filled the old 
iMac’s dome are now built into the back of the display, spread 
out behind a 17- or 20-inch LCD panel. 

Apple is hardly the first computer manufacturer to adopt this 
approach - NEC, Gateway, and others tried it years ago. Their 
designs sacrificed the trim lines and easy adjustability that make 
flat-panel displays so appealing - to one degree or another, they 
all looked like flat-panel displays with PCs strapped to their backs. 
To cool their tightly packed innards, most of them had noisy fans 
— and they were all fairly expensive. 

Apple’s design team solved nearly all of these problems. The iMac 
G5 is only about 6cm thick - not quite as svelte as the latest LCD 
monitors but close enough to pass for one. On the front of the 
machine, the only indication that it might be something more is 
that the bottom section of the bezel is 10cm high, creating a large 
expanse of white plastic. (On the back, there are a couple of give¬ 
aways: a big iMac label and, along the left side, ten neatly stacked 
ports, as well as the power button.) Even though the machine 


« 


includes three fans - the PowerPC G5 
processor inside is hardly known for 
running cool - they’re rarely audible 
during normal use. Considering the 
cost of stand-alone flat-panel moni¬ 
tors that are equivalent in size and 
quality, the new iMacs 
__- ' are genuine bargains. 


More power. The entry-level iMac has a 17-inch 
screen; a 1.6GHz G5 processor; 256MB of memory; an 80GB, 
7,200-rpm Serial ATA hard drive; and, built into the system’s upper 
right side, a slot-loading DVD-ROM/CD-RW Combo drive. It costs 
$2199. 

For another $300, you can move up to the midrange model, 
which is similarly configured except for its slightly faster 
processor (1.8GHz) and its SuperDrive. In addition to watching 
movies on DVD and playing or burning CDs, you can burn your 
own DVD discs (in DVD-R format). 

The top-of-the-line iMac G5, featuring the same 1.8GHz 
processor and SuperDrive as the midrange model, has a 160MB 
hard drive and a huge, 20-inch display. This model goes for $3199. 

Don’t forget the memory, of course, you’ll want to budget 
for additional memory. All three new configurations, like their 
predecessors, come with just 256MB of RAM. To take full advan¬ 
tage of OS X and the iLife applications - iTunes, iPhoto, 
GarageBand, iMovie, and, with SuperDrive configurations, iDVD 
- we recommend adding at least another 256MB. If you order 
from Apple’s online store, you can upgrade to 512MB for $121, 
to 1GB for $363, or to the new iMacs’ maximum, 2GB, for $1793 
(this costs much more because the required 1GB DIMMs are still 
very expensive). If you’re willing to open the iMac and install 
memory yourself - a task that’s extremely easy with Apple’s new 


Up to 400GB of external storage 
Super-fast FireWire 800 or USB 2.0 
True plug and play for Mac or PC 

The ultimate desk accessory of 2004. 



ICECUBE 

GENERATION 2 
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design - you can save considerably by buying your RAM from 
third-party discounters. 

We’re always frustrated when Apple fails to provide adequate 
memoiy in its entry-level systems, mainly because there are always 
users who don’t know to add more, and they end up grousing - 
with some justification - that their systems are sluggish. The good 
news in this case is that the iMacs have two DIMM slots, and the 
faetoiy-installed 256MB fills only one of them. So you can boost 
your system to as much as 1.25GB - plenty for most people — 
without having to unload memoiy you’ve already paid for. 

Equipped with sufficient RAM, the new iMacs’ G5 processors 
deliver impressive performance. In our Speedmark 3.3 tests, the 
entry-level iMac, with a 1.6GHz G5 processor, scored 24 percent 
higher than its top-of-the-line predecessor, a 1.25GHz G4; the 
1.8GHz G5 processor bested the same G4 system by about 35 
percent (see the benchmark chart). 

On some common tasks, the improvement is even more 
dramatic: encoding a 45-minute audio CD track into MP3 format 
took 3 minutes and 20 seconds on the old 1.25MHz iMac G4; the 
same task took only 2 minutes and 6 seconds on the new 1.6GHz 
G5, and 1 minute and 53 seconds on the new 1.8GHz G5. 

Hooking up. Twin speakers are built into the bottom of the 
iMacs, pointing down at your desk for extra resonance. The sound 
was surprisingly good - certainly better than what built-in 
computer speakers usually deliver - but it’s not as good as audio 
from external Apple Pro speakers hooked up to the iMac G4. 

The ports on the iMac’s back provide an array of connectivity 
options: three USB 2.0 ports (plus two USB 1.1 ports on the 
keyboard); two FireWire 400 connectors; an audio line-in 


connector; an output jack that delivers analogue sound when 
headphones are plugged in, or digital audio (in S/PDIF, the 
Sony/Philips Digital Interconnect Format, used to transfer stereo 
digital audio signals between various devices and stereo compo¬ 
nents) when an optical cable is connected; a 10/100BaseT 
Ethernet jack; a 56K modem; and a video-out port that, with the 
addition of an Apple VGA or a Composite and/or S-Video 
adapter, can drive an external monitor in mirror mode. 

Internally, the only expansion options are AirPort Extreme 
(installable at any time) and Bluetooth wireless cards (available 
only in build-to-order configurations). Among other advantages, 
there’s an aesthetic argument for going wireless with the new 
iMacs: the more cables you plug into the ports on the back - 
even if you route them through the hole in the systems’ 
aluminium stand, where the power cable goes — the more you 
mar the new design’s sleekness. 

In fact, port placement is our one real gripe: we wish Apple 
had followed the example it set with the Power Mac G5 and put 
headphone, USB 2.0, and FireWire jacks in front, where they’re 
readily accessible. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. The new iMacs 

don’t deliver the same floating-in-thin-air, adjust-it-any-way- 
you-want experience that Apple rightly made so much of when 
it introduced the iMac G4 models. But in every other respect - 
elegance, performance, and price - the G5 generation is a big 
step forward. All three new models are appealing, but for people 
who can afford it, and particularly those who plan to work with 
video, we recommend the 20-inch model: its large screen, hard- 
drive capacity, and SuperDrive make it well worth $3199. 


A big step forward 


Shorter is better mm 

Longer is better mm 

Best results in bold 

Speedmark 

3.3 

Overall Score 

Adobe 

Photoshop 8.0 

Suite 

Cinema 4D 

XL 8.5 

Render 

Compressor 

MPEG-2 Encode 

iMovie 4.0.1 

Render 

iTunes 4.6 

MP3 Encode 

Unreal 

Tournament 

Frame Rate 

Apple iMac G5s 








17-inch iMac G5/1,6GHz 

1 50 

2:02— 

3:24 — 

11:17—— 

0:42 — 

2:06—- 

33.5 

17-inch iMac G5/1.8GHz 

162—— 

1:51 — 

3:02 — 

10:00—— 

0:40—i 

1:52 — 

33.6 — 

20-inch iMac G5/1.8GHz 

163 — 

1:51 — 

3:02 

10:05 — 

0:39 — 

1:53 — 

33.6 — 

20-inch iMac G4/1.25GHz 

121 — 

2:20— — 

6:16 —— 

13:10 — 

1;10— ■ 

3:20—— 

21.6 — 


Speedmark 3.3 scores are relative to those of a 1GHz eMac G4, which is assigned a score of 100. Cinema 4D XL, Compressor, iMovie, iTunes, and Photoshop scores are in 
minutes:seconds. All systems were running Mac OS X 10.3.5 with 512MB of RAM installed. We used iMovie to export a movie that was 1 minute and 40 seconds long to QuickTime: 
Email. We tested MP3 encoding with an audio CD track that was 45 minutes long, converting it from the hard drive using iTunes’ High Quality setting. The Photoshop Suite test is a 
set of 14 scripted tasks using a 50MB file. Photoshop’s memory was set to 75 percent and History was set to Minimum. We used Unreal Tournament’s Antalus Botmatch average- 
frames-per-second score; we tested at a resolution of 1,024 x 768 pixels. We used Compressor’s Fast Encode preset. For more information on Speedmark 3.3. 

• Macworld lab testing by James Galbraith 
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■ Type 

■ Rating 

■ Pros 


■ Cons 

■ OSX 

■ RRP 

■ Publisher 

■ Distributor 

■ Reviewer 

■ Hot links 


Test drive. 

Visual effects software 

m* _ 

Outstanding character and effects animation features; 
mental ray rendering; new modelling and rendering 
features; Soft Mod Deformer; Photoshop support 

Complex; expensive 

Only 

$3899 

Alias 

Storm FX 02 9966 4581 _ 

Sean Wagstaff 
www.alias.com 


Maya Complete 6 



Upgrades tools, adds Photoshop support 


Fantastic plastic. Maya’s new Soft Mod Deformer turns surfaces into elastic 
putty — it’s great as a modelling tool and for creating animation effects. 


M AYA Complete 6, the latest version of Alias’s do-every- 
thing 3D-animation and -effects system, doesn’t offer 
bucketfuls of flashy new features. It does have enough 
of them, as well as enough welcome improvements in usability 
and performance, to make an already good package significantly 
better. The upgrade is a no-brainer. And while newcomers might 
balk at the price tag, Maya Complete 6 competes with visual- 
effects packages that cost thousands more. 

More Complete. Alias has squeezed some cool new features 
and improvements into Maya Complete. The new Soft Mod 
Deformer tool allows smooth sculpting of any group of objects. 
For instance, if you select and move the points that form a char¬ 
acter’s nose, the region surrounding the nose will also deform 
with a smooth falloff, as if the whole face were made of elastic 
putty (see the screenshot “Fantastic plastic”). Other modelling 
enhancements include better bevelling tools, and a new curve¬ 
editing suite that lets you lock the length of a curve or deform 
curves with Curl, Bend, Straighten, and Smooth functions. 

Maya remains one of the most comprehensive dynamic 
animation systems, on any platform, for creating natural effects 
such as smoke, fire, and water. One new feature in version 6 
that will delight effects artists is the ability to use deformers on 
particle systems. It’s now easy to make smoke curl around an 
overhanging lamp, for example. And Paint Effects, Maya’s 
unique effects feature for painting everything from three- 
dimensional fur to flowers on a surface, can now be used 
directly on polygonal objects - it’s far more user-friendly than 
it used to be. 

Maya also includes mental images’ mental ray rendering 
engine, which offers advanced rendering features such as natural 
sky lighting. And mental ray is more tightly integrated with Maya 
6 than with previous versions; many features, such as Paint 
Effects and particle effects, now render correctly in mental ray. 
It’s also possible for almost any Maya scene to benefit from the 
realism that mental ray rendering offers. Maya 6 also includes 
support for advanced hardware shaders, and you now have the 
option of creating high-quality hardware-rendered previews in 
standard working windows. 

Maya still lacks a built-in rendering manager for queuing jobs 
on one or more computers. You’ll have to rely on your own 


command-line scripts, or third-party distributed-rendering soft¬ 
ware, to do something as simple as batch-rendering two jobs on 
a single machine. 

Better support. Perhaps the biggest productivity boost for 
many artists will be the support for Adobe Photoshop files as 
textures. The new PSD texture node acts like a standard layered 
texture, but it links to individual layer sets within a Photoshop 
file. You can now add, delete, and change layers in a Photoshop 
texture and have them instantly update in Maya. 

In previous versions, the Hypershade module, which acts as a 
catalogue and an editor for textures and shading networks, 
simply lumped everything together in one disorganised mass. In 
Maya 6, this module lets you sort resources into named folders, 
and you can use filters based on name or other criteria to display 
only certain nodes. It also caches data, and it’s many times faster 
after loading for the first time. 

Alias has substantially rebuilt the Trax editor, which lets you 
compile sequences of animation as you might in a typical digital- 
video editor. Adding characters and subcharacters to the Trax 
control panel is now easier, and you can readily copy animation 
from one character to another, even if the characters have 
different proportions or skeletal hierarchies. It’s now much easier 
to redirect a character’s animation. For example, a character 
animated with a walk cycle can be made to continue its walk 
around a corner or down a flight of stairs. Blending different clips 
is easier, too. 

Maya 6 also incorporates a web browser, which can be opened 
in a standard Maya window. Web pages can be populated with 
MEL scripts, which can then be executed as if run in Maya’s 
Script Editor. This feature makes it easy to distribute custom tools 
along with corresponding documentation — a good thing for soft¬ 
ware as complex as Maya. And the program’s online documen¬ 
tation system has been completely revamped; it’s much more 
reliable and functional. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. This isn’t a 

radical upgrade. But for people who need an all-purpose visual- 
effects app, Maya Complete 6 packs a bunch of new features and 
improved usability, and it’s still less expensive than most of its 
competitors. ^ 
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Iomega Rev 

Big storage in small package 


■ Type Removable storage/backup device 


■ Rating W>/ 2 


■ Pros High capacity; small portable media; potentially more 

durable than a portable hard drive 


■ Cons Relatively expensive; less ubiquitous than optical media 


■ OS X Yes 


■ RRP $699 including one cartridge; extra cartridges $99 each 


■ Publisher Iomega 


■ Distributor Iomega 1800 466 342 


■ Reviewer Kristina De Nike 


■ Hot links www.iomega.com 


I T takes 123 CD-ROMs to back up the average 80GB hard 
drive. If your backup needs are overwhelming your CD drive 
- or even your DVD drive - an Iomega Rev 35GB drive could 
be the solution. It’s faster than a tape drive, and its removable 
disks are more portable than an external hard drive while 
providing a storage capacity that dwarfs optical media. 

Each Rev cartridge contains a 2.5-inch hard disk and a spindle 
motor. Because the motor is inside a plastic case, there’s no 
danger that dust will clog the motor. The drive heads and elec¬ 
tronics are contained in the compact Rev drive case, which is 
smaller than a paperback. This design makes the Rev drive more 
durable than portable drives; you can’t damage the delicate drive 
heads by inadvertently dropping the cartridge. The whole package 
runs off of the power from a FireWire 400 connector, but it comes 
with an AC adapter for operation with a hub. The drive also 
comes with Dantz Retrospect Backup. 

In our testing, the Rev drive was a snap to connect. It also 
proved to be twice as fast as an optical drive or a desktop tape 
drive, though it wasn’t quite as fast as a FireWire hard drive. We 
were able to write to the Rev cartridge at 13 MBps and read from 
it at 23 MBps - just about what Iomega promises. A FireWire 


400 external hard drive was twice as fast on writes and about 60 
percent faster on reads. 

A portable FireWire hard drive also costs less per gigabyte than 
the Rev drive. You can get portable, 2.5-inch hard drives for 
around $5 per gigabyte, while the Rev drive starts at almost $20 
per gigabyte. The Rev’s price is competitive with that of portable 
hard drives only after you fill up eight or nine disks. (In 
compressed mode the Rev stores up to 70GB on a cartridge, which 
changes the economics somewhat - however this mode is only 
practical for backups rather than on-demand storage). 

Removable media such as Iomega Rev cartridges have one 
advantage over hard drives: they let you easily create multiple 
backup sets, which you can then store off-site for greater security. 

You do need to consider compatibility: only time will tell 
whether the Rev format becomes widespread enough that you 
can give the cartridges to a service bureau or to friends. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. The cartridges for 
the Iomega Rev 35GB drive hold a hefty 35GB but are small enough 
to easily transport and store. However, the drive-and-eartridge 
combination is more expensive than external-drive alternatives. ^ 
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Test drive. 

■ Type 

Network utility 


■ Rating 



■ Pros 

Easy mapping and managing of small to medium-size 
networks; generates platform-independent reports; 
monitors nodes for availability; remotely manages 
clients; performs software audits; good for businesses 
with or without IT departments 

■ Cons 

Unfriendly interface; requires proprietary client software to 
obtain any real benefit; difficult to automate common tasks 

■ OSX 

Only 


■ RRP 

Management Station, $773; Workgroup Edition, $1558; 
Enterprise Edition, $19578; upgrade, $310 to $4697, 
depending on the number of Neon Responder agents 

■ Publisher 

Neon Software 


■ Distributor 

Channelworx 1300 883 882 

■ Reviewer 

Daniel Steinberg and Andrew Laurence 

■ Hot links 

www.neon.com 



see 


Network Map 




Info: 


<Unknovn> 

192.168.1.155 


S' 


<Unknovn> 

192.168.1.0 



DAN ELS Tp 

192.168.1.156 

<Unknovn> 
192.168.1.255 



LANsurveyor 8.1 

Mapper gets additional 
advanced features 

I F you administer a network, Neon Software’s LANsurveyor 8.1 
is a useful tool for mapping, monitoring, and tracking inven¬ 
tory. The program probes the network and gathers informa¬ 
tion to help you anticipate, diagnose, and fix network problems. 

Version 8.1 offers improved Neon Responder agents, local 
agents you use to determine — and remotely start and stop — the 
applications running on individual networked machines. You can 
also determine the type of machine located at each node, and get 
detailed information on installed hardware and software. 

Scant changes in new version. Version 8.1 is veiy similar 
to version 7.0. This is clear even if you don’t own the previous 
release, as the current version ships with the version 7.0 user 
guide, supplemented only by a 13-page pamphlet that covers the 
new features. The Mac release lags behind the Windows version, 
which supports voice-over-IP devices, Session Initiation Protocol 
(used by Apple’s iChat), and a Continuous Scan option. 

Agents at work. By itself, LANsurveyor provides only infor¬ 
mation from ICMP (Internet Control Message Protocol) ping 
responses. It’s also designed to gather such information from 
agents running on the networked computers. The program 
displays data provided by companion product Neon Responder, 
as well as the Dantz Retrospect, Netopia Timbuktu, and SNMP 
(Simple Network Management Protocol) agents. SNMP agents 
are most often found on network devices (printers, switches, 
and routers) in the workgroup and enterprise markets. The low- 
end routers and printers designed for home use are often not 
SNMP capable. 

LANsurveyor is available in three versions: Management 
Station (with 20 Neon Responder agents), Workgroup Edition 
(with 100 Neon Responder agents), and Enterprise Edition (with 
500 Neon Responder agents). Deciding which version to buy is a 
matter of figuring out how many Neon Responder agents you 
need - usually one for each computer you manage. 


Mapping your network. LANsurveyor’s network diagram is a good starting 
point for finding out what’s running on your network. 

Easy mapping. LANsurveyor makes it easy to begin mapping 
your local network. Just select New Map from the File menu and 
choose the services you’d like to map: Neon Responder agents, 
SNMP devices (such as printers and routers), Timbuktu clients, 
and computers backed up by Retrospect, ICMP ping, or AppleTalk 
networks. Enter the range of IP addresses and the number of the 
range’s hops (the devices the information passes through as it 
goes from one point to another), and the program generates a 
map (see the illustration “Mapping your network”). LANsurveyor 
with Neon Responder agents installed on client computers can 
save a lot of legwork by reporting a wealth of information. 

Neon Responder agents provide details on the operating system, 
mounted volumes, installed applications, and running processes. 
However, a bug consistently caused the software to misidentify a 
700MHz iBook G3. Neon is aware of the problem and plans to 
address it in the next release. 

You can create a software meter report based on the running 
processes and a software inventory report based on the 
installed applications. 

Depending on a device’s support for SNMP, it may already offer a 
wealth of information. For example, a high-end Cisco router shows 
details about its software version, all configured networks (including 
virtual LANs and variable-length subnets), IP transmission statistics, 
and its ARP cache. New in version 8.1 is LANsurveyor’s ability to 
display a device’s physical port on a managed switch. 

Powerful but inscrutable. LANsurveyor is powerful, but its 
interface isn’t friendly, and it doesn’t look or feel like a native OS 
X application. Navigation is often awkward. For example, you 
click on the Reports button and then choose from additional 
buttons to bring up yet another window to customise the report. 
It’s easy to forget how you got to a certain option. Neon should 
consider adding scripting capabilities so users could automatically 
run custom reports. 

LANsurveyor also lets you remotely manage networked 
computers running Neon Responder agents. You can direct them 
to shut down, restart, sync their clocks, and more. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. LANsurveyor 8.1 is worth 
the price of the upgrade from version 7.0, but the interface is 
awkward, and the application needs automation features, 
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I Type 


PDA utility 


■ Rating 

\\\\'* 

■ Pros 

Supports many handheld devices; fast; conduit 


grouping; Internet sharing 

■ Cons 

Problems with editing memos 

■ OSX 

Only 

■ RRP 

$US40 

■ Publisher 

Mark/Space 

■ Distributor 

Available online 

■ Reviewer 

Jonathan Seff 

■ Hot links 

www.markspace.com 


Missing Sync for Palm OS 


Current Handheld: I Jonathan Seff 


3 


Installed Conduits: 


{ Conduits Install 

Profile: All Conduits 

■---^ 


Missing Sync 4.0 

More options, faster syncing 


m 


On 

Name 

Last Sync 

Next Sync Action 

0 

Backup 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Backup 

0 

Install 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Install Files 

0 

iSync Conduit 

8/31/04 8:12 AM 

See Conduit Settings 

0 

MAL Conduit 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Synchronize 

0 

Media 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Synchronize 

0 

Memo 

8/31/04 8:12 AM 

Synchronize 

0 

Note Pad 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Synchronize 

0 

TimeCopy 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Update handheld clock 

0 

Voice Memo 

8/31/04 8:13 AM 

Synchronize 


{ Settings... ) 






yg 

Synchronization 

Internet Sharing 

^jr Do Nothing 


Kitchen sync. Missing Sync lets you synchronise every conduit at once, or 
you can selectively update specific information at any time. 


F OR years, Palm’s HotSyne Manager, an application that 
synchronises content between a Palm handheld and a 
desktop computer, has been problematic. An alternative, 
Mark/Space’s Missing Sync for Palm OS 4.0, offers more features, 
a better user interface, and faster syncing. 

HotSyne Manager’s flaws are apparent: it’s slow, its interface 
is outdated and complicated, it has no real progress indicator, 
and it randomly duplicates calendar events. Also, after I used 
HotSyne Manager to update contacts on either my Palm or my 
Mac, it often showed two records: the original and the new one. 
In comparison, Missing Sync, which works with existing Palm 
conduits (software plug-ins for the HotSyne Manager applica¬ 
tion), didn’t produce a single instance of erroneous duplication. 
It works quickly, and it syncs with the Palm Desktop application 
(or with Address Book and iCal, using a free conduit from 
Apple). In addition, Missing Sync’s Conduit Profiles let users 
specify single conduits or sets of conduits to be activated, a 
time-saving option. 


One feature that’s lost when you switch from Palm’s HotSyne 
Manager to Missing Sync is the ability to sync with Palm’s Memo 
section. Missing Sync includes the MemoPad application for iCal 
and Address Book users, and MemoPad works fine for creating 
new memos and syncing them between software and handheld, 
but several problems arose when I edited existing memos: Missing 
Sync either added a second memo instead of updating the orig¬ 
inal, or failed to recognise changes at all. 

Missing Sync also lets you share your Mac’s internet connec¬ 
tion with your handheld via either the USB cradle or Bluetooth, 
and the program integrates with iTunes and iPhoto. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice, if you re happy 

with the free Palm HotSyne Manager, you probably don’t need 
to spend money on Missing Sync. However, PalmSource has said 
it will not update HotSyne Manager for the next generation of 
Palm devices, so getting used to Missing Sync’s added features 
and ease of use now may be a good idea. ^ 


i/lusic to your ears... 



□nster Cable 

peaker Portable 



L 

aature II Speakers 
ey or White 



Monster Cable 

iCarPlay FM 
Transmiter/Charger 


frn 


6 

k 

Harman Kardon 

SoundStick II 



Monster Cable 

iCable 



Mentor 5.1 

SurroundSound 

HeadPhones 



Ten Technology 

navi Pod 
Remote Control 


AltecLansing 

inMotion Speakers 


CoNeXuS 


www.conexus.com.au 
T: 02 9975 2799 F: 029975 2966 
E: sales@conexus.com.au 


Ask for these quality products by name to ensure you receive the Genuine Product: Contact us for your nearest reseller 
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■ Type 

Graphics software 

■ Rating 

m* 

■ Pros 

Easy to use; intuitive interface; wide appeal; efficient 


visualising tool; affordable 

■ Cons 

Limited preset brush palette; layers will not be preserved 


when document is opened in other applications; no PSD 


support or print preview 

■ OSX 

Only 

■ RRP 

$320 

■ Publisher 

Alias 

■ Distributor 

Storm FX 02 9966 4581 

■ Reviewer 

Nick Spence 

■ Hot links 

www.alias.com 


SketchBook Pro 1.1 

Combination painting and drawing 
tool debuts on the Mac 



Dialing for brushes. Selecting the Brush icon brings up a circular menu of 
eight choices; then selecting the Current Tool icon reveals presets you 
can customise. 


S KETCHBOOK Pro 1.1, the first version of Alias’s painting and 
drawing app available for the Mac, is a simple tool designed 
to work with graphics tablets such as the Wacom Intuos2. Its 
clean, unfussy whiteboard interface lets you start sketching within 
minutes of launching the program. SketchBook Pro’s simplicity is 
its major strength; it’s easy enough for a child to use. 

Flexible interface, initially, the application fills the screen 
with a white canvas. A small artist’s palette well, located at the 
bottom left or bottom right corner, provides quick access to all 
pens, pencils, markers, and brushes. You hold your pen to select 
additional tools, layers, and options via a circular eight-option 
menu (see the screenshot “Dialing for brushes”). 

While you can begin sketching even if you have few or no 
drawing skills, SketchBook Pro has obvious benefits for profes¬ 
sional illustrators, animators, graphic designers, technical engi¬ 
neers, storyboard artists, and even courtroom artists - especially 
pros who need to move through projects quickly. 

The unobtrusive Marking Menu palette frees up valuable screen 
space and makes drawing more intuitive. You can hide the tool 
palette and menus completely to further maximise screen space. 
If this feels too minimalist, you can allow both the brush and 
colour palettes to remain on screen for a more traditional feel. 
Selecting the pens, pencils, markers, and brushes feels almost like 
drawing with traditional pen and paper. Pen responsiveness is 
excellent and customisable, with none of the delay sometimes 
associated with memory-hungry graphics programs. You can also 
create and save brushes, erasers, or airbrushes, and you can vary 
their size, transparency, roundness, slant, and stamp spacing (a 
brushstroke property). 


Non-destructive templates, including a library of background 
images such as storyboard panels, page layouts, charts and 
graphs, and musical notation, can be downloaded from the Alias 
web site to help streamline your workflow. The layers option is 
useful but rudimentary, with none of the blending modes Adobe 
Photoshop offers. However, you can add an unlimited number of 
new layers (including imported photographs), and adjust the 
opacity with a simple slider for easy tracing. Notes to clients and 
art directors can be added on separate layers, for instance, 
without the need to duplicate images. 

You can e-mail your masterpiece to a friend, colleague, or 
customer from within the program - it’s automatically attached 
in JPEG, PNG, or TIFF format within your default mail program. 
Support for Apple’s Rendezvous, however, would be a bonus, as 
would be the ability to save files in Photoshop’s native PSD format. 

Colour palettes are initially limited: preset colours are represented 
by a neat pack of digital crayons. SketchBook Pro 1.1 makes use of 
OS X’s Color Picker, which lets you save additional palette colours. 

The program can open and save images as large as 8191 by 
8191 pixels. The default canvas size is the size of your monitor. 
To change this, go to Preferences, click on Custom Size, and 
type in your chosen width and height (in pixels). SketchBook 
Pro 1.1 uses a best-fit approach when printing, which means 
results can look odd. Images are automatically created in land¬ 
scape layout - not portrait. You can open SketchBook Pro’s 
TIFF documents in Photoshop and Painter, but any layers you 
may have created will be merged. 

Using the pen tool in Adobe Illustrator and Macromedia 
FreeHand to trace a sketch done in SketchBook Pro 1.1 was simple 
and gave impressive results; this will save you scanning time. 


Program updates. Though Mac users have no basis for 
comparison, Alias has added new features to SketchBook Pro, 
including 26 hot-key functions, a single-layer copy tool, and a 
redesigned brush editor. A built-in screen-capture utility lets you 
take a snapshot in any application, including a web browser. This 
feature saves valuable time when you’re importing images from 
third-party applications. 


Australian Macworld’s buying advice. As part of the 

creative process, SketchBook Pro 1.1 is an excellent, though not 
essential, artistic tool. It won’t replace Photoshop’s vast range of 
functions or Painter’s ability to simulate natural media. Rather, 
SketchBook Pro 1.1 can render images and ideas with a minimum 
of fuss, allowing full artistic flow without the distractions of a 
heavy manual or complex commands. ^ 


Australian Macworld December 04 












































Laptop bags and 
iPod cases to suit 
your lifestyle 



www.standardtm.com.au 

info@standardtm.com.au 


































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO 
WIN THE LIFESTYLE... 
AND LIVE A DREAM! 


the tware... 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: All prices quoted in Australian dollars with automatic competition entry valid for all new and renewing Marketing. Desktop. Franchising. Macworld. AR. Inside. FM & Print 21 magazine subscriber 
Australian residency only for duration of competition. A one year subscription entitles the subscriber to one entry into the competition and a two year subscription entitles the subscriber to three entries into the competi 
Competition to start 01/10/04 and closes at 12pm on 31/12/04. Competition winner is to be drawn on 10/01/05 at 2.30pm on Level 2. 165 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda VIC 3182. The winner will be notified by telephone, in wr 
and published in national journals Marketing Feb 05, Desktop Feb 05, Franchising March/April 05, Macworld Feb 05, AR Issue 91, Inside Issue 35. FM March/April Feb 05 & Print 21 Feb 05. Trader Niche Media Pty Ltd, L 
3 165 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda VIC 3182 ABN 13064613529. Competition entry valid for residents of all Australian states excluding South Australia. NSW Permit No. TPL04/09939. VIC Permit No. 04/2801. The winner wil 
supplied all goods by 31 January 2005 including G5 Dual $7847; 23' Inch Cinema $3499: Final Cut Pro $1499; Nikon D70 Camera $2500; Filemaker Pro 7 $499; Filemaker Mobile 7 $75.90; Dreamweaver MX2004 $l 
Contribute 2 $170: Moneyworks Gold $900; Adobe Creative Suite Premium $2400: MYOB AccountEdge $595: Sony Ericsson P910 Mobile Phone $1550; mini iPod $399; Pica Software $500; Retrospect Backup $590; inMc 
Portable iPod Speakers $279.95; iPod Remote naviPod $133.95; JBL Creature II Speakers $214.95; iPod Marweare SportSuit Convertible $79.95; Transpod $199; Booq Nappa Leather Case $99; Toast Titanium 6 $180; 
Office Professional $899; RG Madden Office Accessories$2205; Corporate Culture Furniture $7395. Total prize value of $35,364.70. 17487_2 



























WIN AN AMAZING HOME OFFICE SUITE 

WORTH $35,000! 

This is your chance to finally enjoy the ultimate lifestyle and live the dream of owning your own 
amazing home office suite worth $35,365. Simply complete the subscription card attached 
and you will automatically go into the draw to Win the Lifestyle And Live a Dream! 

, ; LUS subscribe for 2 years and you will get 3 entries into the draw. 



WINthetechnology... 




Itheaccessori >s... 


E PROUD PARTNERS HELPING YOU WIN THE LIFESTYLE AND LIVE A DREAM! 


¥ ^ 


Nikon 


# • 
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techlynx^ 
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Adobe Sony Ericsson 
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CREATIVE 

ESSENTIALS 


Software Specials 


1 x Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Mac or Win 

Premium Commercial $2,079 

2 x Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Premium Mac/Win 

2- user Site License Save $990 $3,498 

2 x boxed products usually costs $4,488 

3- user Site License $5,148 

Dual Platform Site Licenses allows you to install 

on Mac and Windows machines. Contains Photoshop 8.0, 
Illustrator 11.0 Indesign 3.0.1, GoLive 7.0.2 A Acrobat 
Professional 6.0.1. Version Cue File Manager, Design 
Guide and Training Resources. Comes with complete set 
of CD-ROMs for either Mac or Windows platform. 

1 x Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Standard Mx or Win $ 1,694 

3 x Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Standard Mac/Win 

3-user Site License Save $1,397 $4,048 

3 x boxed products usually costs $5,445 

5-user Site License $6,589 

10-user Site License $12,925 

Dual Platform Site Licenses allows you to install 
on Mac and Windows machines. Contains Photoshop 8.0, 
Illustrator 11.0, Indesign 3.0.1. Version Cue FileManager, 
Design Guide and Training Resources. Comes with 
complete set of CD-ROMs for either Mac or Windows 
platform. Additional CDs optional extra 
3 x Adobe Photoshop CS 8.0 Mac or Win 

3 x Single-user Boxed Products $2,970 

5 x Single-user Boxed Products $4,950 

10 x Adobe Photoshop CS 8.0 Mac/Win 

10-user Site License $8,877 

14-user Site License $12,427 

15 through to 50 users Site License POA 

These Site License allows you to install on Mac and 
Windows machines. Comes with 1 x CD-ROM. 

Education 

1 x Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Mac or Win 

Education Premium Single-user Boxed Product $660 
1 x Adobe Illustrator CS 11.0 Mac or Win 

Education Single-user Boxed Product Y$176 

1 x Adobe InDesign CS 3.0.1 Mac or Win 

Education Single-user Boxed Product Y$253 

1 x Adobe Photoshop CS 8.0 Mac or Win 

Education Single-user Boxed Product $517 


Upgrades/Crossgrades 


All Adobe 


be products are now upgradable into cross platform, 
ie Mac into Windows and Windows into Mac 


.220 

295 


Adobe Acrobat 6.0.1 Standard Upgr_ 

Adobe Acrobat 6.0.1 Professional Upgrade 
Adobe Creative Suite 1.1 Upgrade from Photoshop 
Standard (Photoshop 8.0, Illustrator 11.0, InDesign)Y$ 1,045 
Premium (Photoshop 8.0, Illustrator 11.0, InDesign 3.0.1, 
GoLive 7.0,2 and Acrobat 6.0.1 Professional) $1,419 
Adobe GoLive CS 7.0.2 Upgrade $330 

Adobe Illustrator CS 11.0 Upgrade $330 


Adobe InDesign CS 3.0.1 Upgrade 
5hoi “ ~ 


$330 

Adobe Photoshop 8.0 (Mac OSX only) Upgrade $330 
Canvas Pro 9.0.4 Mac or Win. Upgrade Y$440 

Crossgrade from any competive Draw program $506 

Corel Painter 9.0 Upgrade T$297 

Dave 5.0.1 Upgrade from 4.x only Y$132 

DiskWarrior 3.0 Upgrade $88 

FileMaker Pro 7.0 (Mac/Win) Upgrade, from v6.0 only $242 
Upgrade. 5-user license (+ CD-ROM and manuals) $1,232 
FileMaker Pro Server 7.0 Mac/Win 
Commercial : Upgrade from 6.0 Y$875 

MacOSX- 10.3.6 (Panther) Single user $229 

Macromedia Contribute 3.0 (Mac/Win) A$154 

Macromedia Director MX 2004 
Commercial : Upgrade from 8.5 A$715 

Education: Upgrade 8.5 to Commercial $1,221 

Macromedia Dreamweaver MX 2004 (Mac/Win) A$374 
Macromedia Fireworks MX 2004 7.0.2 (Mac/Win) 
Commercial : Single-user upgrade A$297 

Macromedia Flash MX 2004 (Mac/Win) 

Commercial : Single-user upgrade $363 

Macromedia Flash MX 2004 Professional (Mac/Win) 
Commercial : Single-user upgrade $528 

Macromedia Freehand MX 11.0 
Upgrade from from 9.0 or earlier T$275 

Upgrade from from 10.0 Y$198 

Crossgrade from Illustrator or CorelDraw Y$297 

Macromedia Studio MX 2004 (Mac/Win) 

Upgrade from Studio MX, MX 1.1 or MX Plus $715 

Upgrade from any qualifying Macromedia product $869 

Macromedia Studio MX 2004 Pro w/Flash Pro 
Upgrade from Studio MX, MX 1.1 or MX Plus $869 

Upgrade from any qualifying Macromedia product A$1 ,045 
Microsoft Excel 2004 Upgrade T$199 

Microsoft Office Pro 2004 Upgrade 
Upgrade also contains Virtual PC for Win XP Pro Y$599 
Microsoft Office 2004 Upgrade from Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Works, Office. $449 

Microsoft Word 2004 Upgrade T$199 

QuarkXpress 6.5 Upgrade from 5.0 $660 

QuarkXPress 6.5 Upgrade from 4.0 Y$990 

Suitcase 11.0.2 Upgrade Single user $93 

TechTool Pro 4.0.3 (Panther) Single user T$110 

Crossgrade from competitive product (eg Suitcase) $99 


All software is MacOSX compatible unless otherwise stated 
For all other popular upgrades and a complete list 
of all new software, please refer to our Web Site 
or phone request for 6-page expanded Price List. 

All prices and conditions subject to change without notice. 
Shipping $11. All prices include 10% GST charges 


John McKenzie 
Director, Next for Mac 
Phone 02 9534 6053 


www.studiomoso.com.au 


TOTAL ONLINE SOLUTIONS 

Web Design 

Content Management Systems 
Online Games 


NEXT 
MAC 


Authorised Adobe Channel Partner 

Celebrating 20 years of service to Macintosh Users 

PO Box 70 Narwee NSW 2209 Australia 
Phones 02 9533 3663, 9534 5894 or Fax 02 9584 2042 


Cariollo Holdings Pty Ltd trading as Next for Mac. ACN 051 510. ABN 71 051 967 510 
# Web Site: nextformac.com.au # e-mail: sales@nextformac.com.au 


Virtual Circuits offers you a fast, 
friendly and highly knowledgeable 
support team that are ready to assist 
you with all your PC & Mac computing 
needs. 

No problem is too big or too small 

Phone: 02 9380 99991 


Virtual Circuits Pty Ltd 

Cnr Crown & Foley Sts. Darlinghurst 
Fax: 02 9380 9900 www.virtualc.com.au 


CREATIVE 
ESSENTIALS 

GET YOUR CREATIVE JUICES FLOWING 


CorelDraw vll.O: Illustration and design. Combine art, 
text & imagery in one. Corel Photo Paint vll.O: Cor¬ 
rect, resize and enhance photos for print or the web! 
Corel Trace vll.O: Track down photos and turn them 
into art in 2 simple steps. DAZ 3D Bryce v5.0: Create 
3D landscapes & objects Export to video or the web! 
Toon Boom Studio Express: Create dynamic anima¬ 
tions. Draw your own, or use provided art. 


$259 




Memory 

i Mac/i Book/Powe rBook 
256 MB(144p) $165 

512 MB(144p) $225 

FtowerMac/iMac/G3/G4 
256 MB(168p) $148 

512 MB(168p) $175 

G4/G5 New DDR 
256 MB(184p) $88 

512 MB(184p) $165 

SODIMM DDR 

256 MB(200p) $ 99 

512 MB(200p) $190 


Apple 




DVD Burners 

LaCie FW/IISB DVDRW $380 
Pioneer Internal DVDRW $155 
Sony Internal DVDRW $265* 
Sony External DVDRW $430* 

* Dual Layer 8.5GB 

Flash Memory 

256mb Compact Flash $90 
512mb Compact Rash $175 
Call for delicious deals on 
Monitors, SCSI Hard drives, 72 pin 
memory, CDRWs and more! 


www.performancememory.com.au 

1. 109. Alexander Street. Crows Nest 2065 
Tel: 02-9906 4533, Fax: 02-9906 1871 


Customised Database Solutions 


SET YOUR SIGHTS ON ULTIMATE PERFORMANCE 



Gain full control of your information 
systems 

Optimise your information 
management capabilities 


Database Design 

Information System 
upgrades 



A Boughey Pty Ltd 

Developers of Customised 
FileMaker Pro Solutions 


Data conversion 

Onsite support and 
training 


Ph 02 9790 2i 77 Fax 02 9790 2577 Customised reporting 

Web www.boughey.com Email info@boughey.com 



























































L6, 89 York St Sydney NSW 2000 
f: 02 9279 2888 • F: 02 9279 2188 


The One Stop shop 
for all your 
Digital Printing 
requirement 


Firewire is FAST 

Our delivery is FASTER.! 

Express Powermac Solutions 


Full range of upgrades 
for all Apple Mac’s. 


CD 


& 


www.epowermac.com.au 

Ph: 07 5530 2693 


689 Malvern Rd Toorak, Vic 3142 
mac@duplication.com.au 

PH: (03) 9827 6588 


DVD 

DUPLICATION 


BUSINESS CARD AND MINI CDs 

IN HOUSE MULTIMEDIA, DESIGN, 
PRINTING & PACKAGING 
DVD AUTHORING 
ANY QUANTITY 


High-End Digital Printing (E-Print 6 Xeikon) 
High speed Digital Colour 6 BUI Printing 
Large format Poster Printing 
High-End Drum Scanning 
Digital Photo Printing 
> iPhoto Album Printing 
Image Retouching 
mounting 6 Laminating 

for more information, 
call us today on (02) 9922 7288 


02 9279 2888 

• headoffice 1 


Grd Fir, 76 Berry St North Sydney NSW 2060 
T: 02 99227288 • F: 02 9922 2788 

• eprim@bigpond.nel.au • 


Grd Fir, 321 Kent St Sydney NSW 2000 
T: 02 92624888 • F: 02 9262 1960 

• bureau@e-print.com.au • 


•Specialists in small and large 
quantity, high quality CD & DVD 
copying 

• Australia's most competitive 
prices 

• Large range of packaging options 

• Fast and reliable turnarounds 

• In-house design service 

• Free delivery to anywhere in 
Australia (for runs of 500+) 


www.implantdesign.com.au 


M 


Take a byte from a sweeter apple. 


\ i In the area of Information Technology, the talented 
team at CoreMac are dedicated to serving 
A professionals and home users alike. 


We invite you to taste test the following: 

• Unrivalled technical support 

• Integrated packages tailored to suit your needs 

• Authorised Apple & Sony reseller 

• Web Hosting & Web Design 

• Database development & management 

• Service & repairs 


CoreMac 

'ioiu i XT. pa.nX’MLn. 
coremac.com.au 

. Authorised Solutions Reseller 
. Authorised Service Provider 

5713369 6066 


For the best prices on iMacs, 
G4s, iBooks and many others 
call Microseconds on 

02 9281 6392 

www.microseconds.com.au 


, 




^$P£NT4GON 

digital 

The Pro Solutions People 


Database Management 
Accounting, Point of Sale 
Prepress & Publishing 
Audio & Video 
Security and Surveillance 


Consult with us before you buy! 

03 98961555 

sales@pentagon.net.au 




































On-Site Mac Service 
Melbourne Based 

We come to you, anywhere in the 
Melbourne Metro Area 

• Apple Mac Troubleshooting 

• Installation & Maintenance 

• Networking & Internet Sharing • Upgrades 
• Wireless Networking • Independent Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

email: jason@macaid.com.au 


Mac+Aid 



macs as new 

Quality Ex Demo / Superseded Macs all 
sold with Warranty 

iMacs, Power Macs, G3’s G4’s, Power Books, 
iBooks, Displays, Laser printers 

330D Miller Street 
Cammeray NSW 2062 
Tel: (02) 99222327 
Fax: (02) 99222527 
email: ndart@macsasnew.com.au 
Website: www.macsasnew.com.au 


Mac Assist 

Computer Consulting 


• Network Installation 

• Onsite Support 

• Troubleshooting 

• Onsite Training 

• Purchasing Advice 


• Internet Setup 

• Phone Support 

• System Optimisation 

• DTP expertise 

• Hardware upgrades 


We'll get your Macs running effectively 
so you can get back to work. 


Phone: (02) 8920 0866 
e-mail: info@macassistcom.au 


macshack 


Treat yourself this Christmas., 
to the best Apple prices! 

powerbooks iBooks iMacs 
iPods & accessories powermacs 
RAM software and loads more! 


oc --- 

T the best service I have received in a 
very, very long time, either online or 
face to face. I work in the customer 
service industry and am very impressed 
^ with the way Macshack operates \ 

www.macshack.com 



SERVICING MACS & PC’S 

• Hardware repairs 

• Software & hardware installation 

• Onsite service & maintenance 

• Data recovery & back-up support 

• Maintenance contracts 

• Network installation & support 

• 2nd hand Macs bought & sold 

Friendly old fashioned service with a smile! 

Virtual Circuits Pty Limited 

Cnr Crown & Foley Sts. Dariinghurst 

www.virtualc.com.au 

Tel 02 9380 9999 Fax 02 9380 9900 Authorised Apple 

Reseller & Service Centre 



JUST RELEASED! 

Powerful programming for the Mac (OS9 or OS X) 
See our website for upgrades and prices 

SPECIAL OFFER! The ULTIMATE FBII student edition - just $55! 
Australian Distributor - Phone (02) 4862 1 428 

www.furrysoftware.com.au 


^IAC TRAINING 


Qualified Professionals Come To You 

©$59i 

nq X • iLife • Microsoft Office 
Slovte • Mail • safan • iPod 
MYOB • Adobe CS ■ F*Ma£ 

Call NOW 9428 3229 

w ww. d ig itaisurvivaijC^ 



achelp 

Phone (02) 4443 7665* 
e-mail: dave@machelp.com.au 
www.machelp.com.au 
Contact us for sales & distribution of 


Aurora Video Systems Pipe& 

[ C IGNITER 


digital video capture cards and 

Fast G4 PowerMac CPU upgrades from 



zJj C 




D E S 


G IV S 


IT SYSTEMS GURU AND 
BUSINESS MULTIPLIER 

Part time with the potential for full time 


Project Performance International (PPI) is a 
well-established and growing international 
training and consultancy firm located in 
Ringwood North. We are seeking to make a 
strategic appointment of an IT support and 
development person to join our small but 
select team. For the right person, this role 
could be combined with an e-marketing role. 

You will provide IT leadership by 
maximising uptime of existing IT resources 
which support the business. You will multiply 
the effectiveness of other team members by 
making IT something that is taken for 
granted - it is there, and it works. You will 
contribute to the future of the company by 
evolving current IT systems in line with 
strategic direction. 

Skills and attributes required of this new 
position include: 

• networking skills (ISDN, ethernet, 

DSL, ADSL) 

• excellent Macintosh skills - applications, 
hardware and networking 

• very good website development skills, 
inc. html/Lasso/Filemaker Pro 

• good PC skills 

• good human communication skills 

• unrelenting attention to business outcomes 

• resourcefulness (small company - you 
make it happen) 

• a willingness to DOCUMENT everything 

• unquestionable personal integrity 

The role could include, for the right person: 

• extensive Internet-based marketing 

• Search engine submissions and website 
analysis/optimisation 

• banner advertising 

If this position excites you, and you have the 
skills and attitudes that we are looking for, 
please respond to Maryanne Murphy at 
jobs@taa.com.au (please do not respond if 
you do not meet our criteria). 



PROJECT PERFORMANCE INTERNATIONAL 






























































LEADING EDGEMMMfiSSl 


Ph: (03) 9750 0093 - Fax: (03) 9775 4993 Inquires at: http://www.lapramp.com.au 


Ph: (02) 9436-0366 www.stratix.com.au Fax: (02) 9436-0141 


Computer 


threat Tor multimedia, 
internet phone calls, 
gaming and speech 
recognition. 

A range of USB and 
analogue models 


Visit our website at 
www.btcdirect.com.au 
phone 1800 882 488 


"K Mac ^ 
Doctors 

Apple Specialists 
Always on Call - 24 hours / 7 days 

Advice • Warranty • Tuition 
sales • Trade-Ins 


Authorised 
Solutions Readier 


Mobile Service 


NO FIX - NO CHARGE 

Ph:07 3890 5809 M:0401 335 545 
Email: help@themacdoctors.com 
Brisbane "Gold Coast-Sunshine Coast'Toowoomba 


STrl#crSX. 

MacBarcoda4 

OSX, 0S9 8t PC barcode generation software 


The'must have' 
partner for your laptop 

■ For Laptops up to 15" & Wide-screen Units 

■ Improves Keyboard Vision 

■ Portable Lightweight Durable 
9 Increases Comfort and 

Keyboard Access 
9 A Cost Effective Solution 
9 Increases Airflow Around the Laptop 
9 Australian Designed and Made 


MacThermal 

Zebra, TEC & Datamax labelling software 


Printed Labels 

We print all label shapes, sizes & quantities 


TEC Barcode Printers 

Blank media and supplies for all printer types 


squeezebox 


Tho uvlrnl: MP3 player for 


wicked 

digital 


*<H I'iiT'-' 


> ^ • 
•s. . r 




www.wickeddigital.com.au 

Telephone: (02) 9908 2424' 

Pure digital music in every room. 

Built-in display, easy set-up, fast access. 


RENTOMAC 

SHORT TERM Sc EMERGENCY COMPUTER HIRE 


Talk to us about tailoring 
a solution for you 
with our short term daily, weekly, 
and monthly rentals. 

87 Victoria Avenue, Albert Park, Victoria, 3206 

Web: www.rentamac.com.au Email: info@rentamac.com.au 

Tel: (03) 9696-7772 Fox: (03) 9696-7779 

Sp.cllk.IMAt .Ad Pricing Sublet 10 C».«a* «r,lhoirt None. C.th. B.ftk Cli.au.. Major Cr.OII C.rO, Acc.plKj 


Mac Centre 

• New & Pre-Loved Macs 

• Trade-in your System 

• Long & Short term rentals s.t.a. 

• Software & Peripherals 

• On-site Support 


* Authorised 
► Solutions Reseller 


02 9388 0866 

www.maccentre.com.au 



ATTENTION! QuarkXPress Resellers! 

Sick of monopolistic pricing for your QuarkXPress full product, 
upgrades, site licences and education versions? 

Now you have a CHOICE! Contact XCIusive Software 
for the FULL RANGE of Quark products. 

Visit: www.xclusive.com.au/resellers 
for online pricing, ordering, stock 
availability and order tracking. 

www.xclusive.com.au 


^piusive 
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MAIL ORDER 



AUSTRALIA 


Mail Order Software is one of Australia's 
leading Mail Order Companies, facilitating 
and offering a wide range of IT products, 
Software and services Australia-wide since 
July 1991 we have prided ourselves on 
providing the highest quality service, on- 
time delivery and extremely competitive 
prices. We also extend our knowledge and 
expertise to Corporate and Educational 
markets with specialising in licensing prod¬ 
ucts. Address: Melbourne: 398 Elizabeth St 
Ringwood: 263 Maroondah Hwy Phone: 
11300 725 944 Web: www.mailordersoft- 
ware.com.au Page: 16 


applecentre 


Address: 7-9 Flinders Street, Darlinghurst 
NSW 2010, Australia. Phone: 02 9332 8600 
Fax: 02 9360 8304 Web: academy@apple- 
centretaylor square.com.au 
Page: 92 (outside back cover) 


Cation 

Canon is an industry leader in professional 
and consumer imaging solutions with a 
comprehensive product line that includes: 
printers, scanners, fax machines, video 
cameras, cameras and lenses and 
networked multifunction devices. 

Address: 1 Thomas Holt Drive 
North Ryde NSW 2113 Phone: 02 980 
52000 Fax: 02 9805 2633 
Web: www.canon.com.au Page: 9 


canopus 

Canopus is regarded as an industry leader 
in nonlinear video editing products 
because of its innovative hardware and 
software designs. By setting new stan¬ 
dards in performance, functionality and 
stability, Canopus has become a favourite 
of video professionals and enthusiasts. 
Address: 7 Dene Avenue, Malvern East, 
3145, Victoria, Australia Phone: 03 9885 
5888 Fax: 03 9886 9111 Web: 
www.canopus.com Page: 21 


Finder. 


COMPUTERS 



Computers Now is one of the longest 
established Apple resellers in Australia. 

We are in the business of developing and 
maintaining relationships with our 
customers, by offering quality advice and 
superior service. This approach has not 
only made us leaders in retail, but also in 
Education where we are the number one 
supplier in Australia of Apple products and 
related services, as well as Apple's 
number one Service Partner. 

North Sydney 222 Pacific Hwy, 2065, 

Ph: 02 9951 7979 Fax: 02 9957 4325 
Email: sales_nthsyd@compnow.com.au 
South Melbourne 64 Clarendon St, 3205, 
Ph: 03 9684 3600 Fax: 03 9682 2902 
Email sales_sthmelb@compnow.com.au 
Malvern 1465 Malvern Rd, 3146, 

Ph: 03 9824 8544 Fax: 03 9824 8598 
Email: sales_malvern@compnow.com.au 
Geelong 255 Moorabool St, 3220 
Ph: 03 5223 1550 Fax: 03 5223 2021 
Email: sales_geelong@compnow.com.au 
Bentleigh 472 Centre Rd, 3204 
Ph: 03 9576 5611 Fax: 03 9576 5721 
Email: sales_bentleigh@compnow.com.au 
South Yarra 409a Chapel St, 3141 
Ph: 03 9827 5011 Fax: 03 9824 2786 
Email: sales_chapelst@compnow.com.au 
Chadstone Chadstone Shopping Centre, 
Ph: 03 9568 8655 Fax: 03 9568 2255 
sales_chadstone@compnow.com.au 
Web:" www.compnow.com.au 



DESKTOP 

POWER 


Most people in the computer industry know 
that Apple Macintosh computers are 
synonymous with graphics and graphic 
design, and Desktop Power located at 71 
Upper Heildelberg Road Ivanhoe is a local 
business specialising in Macintosh. 
Address: 71 Upper Heidelberg Road 
Ivanhoe, Victoria, 3079 Phone: 03 9497 
4011 Email: sales@power.com.au 
Fax: 02 9805 2633 

Web: www.desktoppower.websyte.com.au, 
http://www.power.com.au 



CoNeXuS 

Since 1991 we have been Australia's 
leading specialist distributor of "all 
things Macintosh" supporting the local 
Apple Community. With an innovative 
range of products from iPod to Networking 
you are sure to find what you need from 
CONEXUS.Visit us at www.conexus.com.au 
to see our range of solutions and contact 
us for the name of your nearest reseller. 
Address: 6/252 Allambie Road Frenchs 
Forest NSW 2086 Phone: 02 9975 2799 
Fax: 02 9975 2966 Page: 77 & 79 



Every day, millions of users depend on 
Corel software to capture and communi¬ 
cate their ideas. Although these individuals 
may have different priorities, they share a 
need for powerful, dependable software 
that enables them to easily capture and 
share their ideas with others. Corel is dedi¬ 
cated to addressing these needs with 
exceptional software that is responsive, 
efficient and enjoyable to use. 

Address: Level 21, Tower 2, 201 Sussex 
Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
Phone: 1800 658 850 Web: www.corel.com 
Page: 47 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

Designwyse specialises in professional 
pre-press and publishing solutions 
including: Apple G5 workstation rentals, 
large format proofing, pdf workflows and 
fully integrated network installations. 
Excellent service and competitive prices. 
Address: 200 Princes Hwy Dandenong 
VIC 3175 (Melway 90A3) Phone: In 
Melbourne Call 9706 8858 Outside 
Melbourne: FreeCall 1800 334 684 
Web: www.designwyse.com.au 
Page: 2 & 3, 53 


d icfi cles i g n 

Digidesign is a leading manufacturer of 
computer-based digital audio production 
systems. We provide the professional 
music, broadcast, multimedia and film 
industries with tools for creation, produc¬ 
tion, collaboration and distribution. Our Pro 
Tools digital audio workstation has been 
recognized as the industry standard for 
digital audio production. Our Development 
Partner program is the largest and most 
successful in the business, offering soft¬ 
ware and hardware products compatible 
with Digidesign technology. 

Address: 110 Drummond St, Carlton 
3053, Victoria Phone: 03 9654 6030 Fax: 
09654 6031 Web: www.digidesign.com.au 
Page: 51 




Gadget Gear is Australia's and New 
Zealand's sole-distributor of 
SpeedBall by PostWorx and BodyMask by 
PowerDesign Japan. Visit our newly 
launched web site for more information. 
Address: PO Box 171 Greenacres, SA 
5086 Australia Phone: (08) 8266 2540 
Fax: (08) 8266 1679 
Email: sales@gadgetgear.biz 
Web: www.gadgetgear.biz Page: 37 


^imation 


The Imation Disc Stakka makes traditional 
disc management such as pouches, racks 
and shelving obsolete. Disc Stakka is an 
automated carousel that stores, protects 
and manages your discs, including data 
CDs, DVDs, music and game discs. Each 
Disc Stakka unit holds 100 discs and you can 
stack units up to five high to create a tower 
that holds up to 500 discs. Using OpdiTracker 
you can find and eject any disc within 
seconds. Disc Stakka means productive 
disc management because you never need 
to waste time searching for a file or disc 
again. It is the future of CD and DVD 
storage and content management. Find out 
more at our website or call today. 

Phone: 1800 225 013 

Web: www.imation.com.au/mac.htm 

Page: 70 



The Infinite Systems Group, GITC Q-1560 
is an organisation that provides sales and 
support of innovative Apple based tech¬ 
nologies, solutions, services, accredited 
training, associated software and 
networking solutions. 

Address: 123 Charlotte St, Brisbane 4000 
Phone: 07 3210 6400 Fax: 07 3210 6444 


Web: www.infinitesystems.com.au 
Email: info@infinitesystems.com.au 

Page: 73 


Intego provides the widest 
range of software to protect 
users and their Macs from 
the dangers of the Internet. 
Intego's multilingual soft¬ 
ware and support repeat¬ 
edly receives awards from 
Mac magazines, and 
protects more than one million users in 
over 60 countries. Intego also offers 
Windows and Palm OS versions of some 
of its software. As the dangers of the 
Internet grow, Intego is hard at work, devel¬ 
oping new software to protect users and 
their Macs from the latest security and 
privacy threats. We protect your world. 
Address: 6/252 Allambie Road Frenchs 
Forest NSW 2086 Phone: 02 9975 2799 
Fax: 02 9975 2966 Page: 67 


I I \ I I 
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intego 


#LG 

Life’s Good 

Established in 1958 as Korea's pioneer 
consumer electronics company, LG 
Electronics is a major global player in 
Electronics and Information & 
Communications products and in new 
digital products such as Digital TV, Internet 
appliances and next generation mobile 
handsets. LG Electronics' core competen¬ 
cies lie in three main business companies: 
Digital Appliance, Digital Display and Media, 
Telecommunication Equipment & Handset. 
LG Electronics is focused on promoting 
Home Network and Mobile Network busi¬ 
nesses based on cutting-edge multimedia 
application technology. LG Electronics' 
goal is to enable the intelligent networking 
of digital products to make consumers' 
lives easier than ever. Phone: 02 9684 
8000 Fax: 02 9684 8095 
Web: www.lge.com.au Page: 11 
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CAMERAS 



Apple Reseller of the Year 2002 and 2003. Talk to us 
about your home, education, office, business or 
specialised computer needs. Local call 1300 361 
119 or www.nextbyte.com.au for a location near you. 
Phone: 1300 361 119 
Web: www.nextbyte.com.au 
South Australia 
GLENUNGA 

Ph: (08) 8338 7444 Fax: (08) 8338 7488 

Adelaide CBD 

Ph: (08) 8410 8585 Fax: (08) 8410 8580 

GLENELG 

Ph: (08) 8376 4777 Fax: (08) 8376 4722 

New South Wales 
BAULKHAM HILLS 

Ph: (02) 9688 6066 Fax: (02) 9688 6088 

PYMBLE 

Ph: (02) 9144 4866 Fax: (02) 9144 5318 

Sydney CBD 

Ph: (02) 9367 8585 Fax: (02) 9367 8556 

PENRITH 

Penrith NSW 2750 

Ph: (02) 4722 8311 Fax: (02) 4722 8399 

DEE WHY 

Dee Why NSW 2099 

Ph: (02) 9971 5000 Fax: (02) 9971 5111 

BALMAIN 

Ph: (02) 9555 5200 Fax: (02) 9555 5244 

NSW SERVICE CENTRE 

Ph: (02) 9418 9011 Fax: (02) 9418 9022 

Victoria 
MELB CBD 

Ph: (03) 9329 3911 Fax: (03) 9329 5966 

RICHMOND 

Ph: (03) 9429 5002 Fax: (03) 9429 4740 

Queensland 
BRISBANE CBD 

Ph: (07) 3220 0400 Fax: (07) 3220 0433 

SURFERS PARADISE 

Ph: (07) 5504 1000 Fax: (07) 5504 1011 

Western Australia 
NEDLANDS 

Ph: (08) 9389 0400 Fax: (08) 9389 6144 

Page: 6 


My Mac Professional 
specialises in all Apple 
hardware & software 
solutions, for profes¬ 
sional industry. The 
professional depart¬ 
ment supports all levels 
of industry from SOHO 
to global corporate & 
educational institutions. My Mac 
Professional offers all aspects of service, 
from sales to onsite solutions. The expertise 
of our consultants is second to none, from 
Melbourne to San Francisco. Address: 172 
- 192 Flinders Street Melbourne Vic 3000 
Australia Phone: 03 9663 9444 
Fax: 03 9662 9855 
Web: www.mymacaustralia.com.au 
Email: jswifte@mymacaustralia.com.au 
Page: 48 



My Mac 


NEC is the only manufacturer with the vision 
to provide a solution for virtually any display 
requirement. NEC offer a wide array of 
premium imaging products including CRT 
and LCD Monitors, Data Projectors and 
Plasma Monitors.This broad product range, 
our exclusive technologies, leading service 
and support combine to make NEC a 
market leader in visual display technology... 
Phone: 131 632 from anywhere in Australia 
Web: www.nec.com.au 
Email: he.marketing@nec.com.au 
Page: 43 


AUSTRALIA’S FAVOURITE 


OzEmail 


INTERNET 

OzEmail is one of Australia’s largest Internet 
Service Providers. An industry leader for 
over ten years, OzEmail offers a variety of 
high speed wireless, broadband and dial up 
services, as well as web hosting, security 
software and a range of applications for 
family and business. OzEmail aims to 
provide the most innovative technologies, 
while making the online experience fast, 
easy and more secure. For more informa¬ 
tion about OzEmail’s products and services; 
Web: www.ozemail.com.au Page: 12 


Palaeo 

graphics 

Visit our new look online store and browse 
our impressive range of mac products. We 
offer expert advice and support and ship 
Australia wide. Try us out! 

Address: 285 Glenhuntly Rd, Elsternwick 
VIC 3185 Phone: 1800 BUY MAC (1800 
289 622) Fax: 03 9532 4211 
Web: www.palaeographics.com.au 
Page: 23 & 25 



Online portable audio superstore, now 
open for business. The biggest range of 
iPod accessories are just a click away. 
Web: www.playlist.com.au Page: 15 


Adeal Pty Ltd 
2 Baldwin Road, Altonc 
information. 


North, Vic 3025 


Phone: 1300 723 001 
Fax: 1300 723 002 
Email: sales@adeal.cc 

Page: 27 


m.au 



Silicon Memory Technologies Pty Ltd 
specialises in the distribution of computer 
memory, from low cost PC Solutions to 
High End Servers for the PC and Mac 
Markets. Silicon Memory also specialise in 
External Storage devices including 
Firewire, USB and RAID solutions. Silicon 
Memory is well known for the ICECUBE 
and Clearlight Portable Storage devices. 
Phone: (02) 9417 7822 
Fax: (02) 9417 7844 
Web: www.siliconmemory.com.au 
Page: 69, 74 & 75 



luggage for the global digerati 


Phone: 02 9699 4144 

Fax: 02 9699 4133 

Web: www.standardtm.com.au 

Email: info@standartm.com.au Page: 81 



Symbiotic distributes powerful and 
comprehensive point-of-sale and inventory 
management software (POS*IM) together 
with a range of peripherals such as cash 
drawers, barcode scanners, barcode 
printers and receipt printers to manage 
retail business operations. 

Phone: 03 9895 2999 
Fax: 03 9898 9355 Page: 20 


000 

Total Recall Solutions 

TRS is unique because we supply many 
corporate and specialist industries, as well 
as AppleCentre customers. It costs no 
more to buy from someone who really 
understands... 

Address: 146 Arthur St, North Sydney 
NSW 2060 Phone: 02 9955 4422 
Fax: 02 9955 4522 Web: www.trs.com.au 

Page: 91 



Streetwise 

Everything for your Mac 


Australian largest range of Mac and iPod 
products. Stocking Macs, printers, acces¬ 
sories, games, design software, iPod gear, 
REALbasic and more. Secure online shop¬ 
ping with delivery Australia-wide. 

Address: 777 Glenferrie Road 
Hawthorn VIC 3122 Phone: 03 9819 2891 
Fax: 03 9819 3902 Web: 
www.streetwise.com.au Page: 4 & 5 


TRY BYTE 


Australia's largest distributor of Macintosh 
games since 1989, Try & Byte also 
supplies an extensive range of third-party 
FireWire, USB, laptop, desktop, and 
security peripherals. 

Address: 4/401 Pacific Highway Artarmon 
NSW 2064 Phone: 02 9906 5227 Fax: 02 
9906 5605 

Web: www.tryandbyte.com.au 
Email: trynbyte@alpha.net.au Page: 35 



XCIusive Software distribute the largest 
range of Graphics & Publishing software 
in Australia, including: QuarkXPress, 
Adobe, Macromedia, Photoshop Plugins 
and XTensions. Dealer enquiries welcome. 
Address: PO Box 140 Baulkham Hills 
NSW 1755 Phone: 1300 137 140 
Fax: 1300 137 141 
Web: www.xclusive.com.au 
Email: sales@xclusive.com.au Page: 90 
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Something to chew on. 

By Alex Rieneck. 



Industrial design 

C OMPUTER press conferences are always pretty strange 
things that skirt really close to that invisible dividing line that 
separates genuine news from the “advertorial content” trough. 
The cast of characters always seems to be pretty much the same: 
there is the guy who graduated from “punching the air university” who 
delivers multimedia-backed harangues, the team of dedicated 
schmoozers, a couple of techheads dragged out of Dilbert-land to 
answer any questions the gentle folk of the press might ask, and 
finally, of course, most important of all, there is the caterer. 

Nothing much has really changed since the time of the bone 
abacus. First there is a punchy presentation from some guy who 
punches the air at the important bits of his speech. The important bits 
always involve numbers. Big numbers. Like "500 percent faster!” and 
“50,000,000 units!” There is always some from of multimedia. It is 
compulsory. After the speech there is schmoozing. During the 
schmoozing there is food. 

After, later, there is always a thought 
which goes something like "what was that 
all about? Were those people really trying 
to tell me that their ADSL router/gateway 
would make me more attractive to women? 

Really?” It helps if you can compare notes 
with someone after the event, sometimes. 

Those air punchy guys can get pretty 
carried away. 

Except Apple press conferences have this 
tendency to be different. While on the 
surface things appear to be pretty similar, 
what with the numbers and the food and the odd bit of air punching, 
underneath, there is one thing that is pretty much always missing in 
other mass market computer unveilings. I noticed it again about a 
month ago when I attended one of the first Australian appearances of 
the G5 iMac. 

It was getting late in the piece. The air punching was gone, the 
food was almost all gone and people were either socialising or 
schmoozing as took their fancy when I realised that I had been 
standing next to one of the new iMacs for the best part of twenty 
minutes just looking at it. The machine was lying face down on a 
table and its back had been removed, exposing its workings to the 
world. I was mesmerised by them. I found the colour scheme of 
silicon greens and metal greys very easy on the eye, and found that 
I was taking a really great pleasure in losing myself in the highways 
and byways of the connections between the parts of the machine. 


® 

Hot Unks 

www.koyaanisqatsi.org 

Reggio’s film trilogy 

www.apple.com/imac/specs.html 

All about the iMac G5 

mactree.sannet.ne.jp/~kodawarisan/imacg5/imacg501 .html 

The innards of an iMac G5 


The longer I looked at the logic board the more it looked two dimen¬ 
sional, like the pattern in a piece of Indian rug or a huge system of 
farms seen from a very great height. There was design and there 
was also a spare beauty in the shapes in front of me. I kept tracing 
the way that the unit sucked air through the vents at its bottom and 
over the various components before ejecting it out the top. All 
computers need cooling. This one had cooling that reminded me of 
a river system or of a small set of rapids in a stream. The design 
showed that the designers had been thinking of the air itself as a 
solid flexible form of cooling that was subject to concrete rules in the 
way that it could flow, and they had made a design that bent the air 
around the components. It was like seeing a dry river bed. In 
computer parts. 

I found myself getting quite lost in the whole thing. As I stood there 
staring, a string of people came up to the unit and examined it for 
themselves and most of them said some¬ 
thing to me in a handy sort of sound bite 
way and I was struck, again and again, by 
how each person responded strongly to 
different aspects of exactly the same thing. 
From end to end of the spectrum of possible 
responses every person responded on an 
emotional level and each response was 
unique to the person who made it. After a 
while, I made the connection that the 
viewers were largely responding to the back 
of the new iMac G5 as art rather than as a 
piece of computer hardware. 

I suppose that it was to be expected. The fact that the new machines 
will work, and work well, is taken as a given, but more and more the 
whole event was starting to feel more like an opening at a gallery rather 
than a pre-Christmas product lineup. I found myself having a long 
conversation where I said that the design was “brutal” and my oppo¬ 
nent sided with “clean”. We both felt strongly about our positions. 

As we talked, one of the techies came over and turned the 
machine on as it lay face down on the table. Some LEDS glowed. 
The fans started. My eye was attracted to a small section of plastic 
trough that functioned as an air channel next to one of the fans. I put 
my finger into the space and air swirled around it in a tiny, precise 
whirlpool. It was icy cold. ^ 

Alex Rieneck has been a technology commentator since the days 
of the bone abacus. 



Get off your Soapbox and visit the site 
that has the biggest range of Mac OSX 
Design and Publishing software in Australia. 


^piusive 

www.xclusive.com.au 



























Or include an 
iPod Mini for only 
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BUNDLE ONE 


iBook G4 14"SuperDrive 
+ Airport Express 
+ Applecare Protection Plan 


Olympus C-310 
3 Megapixel digital camera 
with optical zoom 


$34.95/week* 


$33.44/week 


That's right! 
An iPod Mini for 
$1.51 per week! 




, ..:=.v, .... . - 


BUNDLE TWO 


iMac 17 SuperDrive 
+ Applecare Protection Plan 


Or include a 
40Gb iPod Photo 
for only 


Olympus C-310 
3 Megapixel digital camera 
with optical zoom 


$36.19/week* 


$30.70/week* 


Lower Ground Floor 
146 Arthur Street 
North Sydney 2060 


/ 



AppleCentre 


phone: 02 9955 4422 
fax: 02 9955 4522 

web: www.trs.com.au 
email: sales@trs.com.au 


000 


Extended trading hours:Thurs till 8pm, Sat 10am to 3pm Street parking after 10am 


Total Recall Solutions 
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